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ie Wor. MOST "READ 





The Ship Graveyards 
of The Great Lake | 
and Bermuda ~ = 





Tahiti— 


Devastatingly Romantic 


So. Deep It Hurts! 
1,000-Foot Drop Into the 
Cayman Trench 


Advancing to the 
Right Strobe 





www.skin-diver.com 
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eve got everything most people want ina vacation. 


Except fer most people. 


the path ess Traveled. 1.800.231.0568 www.panamainfo.com 
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INTRODUCING JEEP LIBERTY. Presenting something unique to paved and unpaved worlds alike. The new Jeep Liberty. 
At its heart is a rugged four-wheel drive system and a new independent front suspension that handles mountain trails as easily 
as crowded city streets. Available steering wheel-mounted controls, a six-CD changer, and more, add comfort to any environ- 
ment. For more information, call 1-800-925-JEEP or visit www.jeep.com to see how Liberty fits in to your world. Both of them. 


Jeep is a registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler. 





NEAL WATSON'S . 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES ia Deliver * the 


With more than 30 years experience of diving and operating successful dive resorts, Neal Watson is 
the natural choice for the ultimate dive experience. He has spent his life discovering the best diving 
the Caribbean has to offer. Choose from any of his Undersea Adventure affiliate resorts and you will 
experience the ultimate these destinations have to offer: The Bahamas, St. Lucia, 
Dominican Republic, Bonaire, Belize, Mexico and beyond, all at a price that will make you say.... 






















Experience the best in diving right now. 
Call immediately to book your dive vacation. aa 
In the US and Canada Call Toll Free at A ae 
1-800-327-8150. 

(954) 462-3400 or (954) 462-4100 FAK» 
PO BOX 21766 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335-1 766 } 
E-mail us: info@nealwatson.eonre “a = ae 
Get information 24 hours,aglay at aie | 


www.nealwatson. 
















Experience of Diving 





AQUA DIVE 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 

















noeaied on Ambergris Caye, Belize at lil: 
Sunbreeze Hotel, our fleet of six 26-42 foot 
boats stands ready to service your dive vaca- 
tion. Local Diving & Snorkeling « Turneffe 
Atoll Blue Hole *« PADI resort, referral, scuba 
instructions & Open water certifications. 

8 day, 7 night packages starting at $599.00 
(800) 641-2994  belize@nealwatson.com 
www.nealwatson.com/belize.html 


Land Shark ssa 
Resort - Nassau 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 





os Nassau’s only dedicated dive hotel. Unlimited 
a tanks for shore dives up to four dives a day. 
Rae Shark Dives! All inclusive room, meals, local 


x pestis beer & rum punch. Activities for non-divers 
“== NAUI/Universal Referral Facility. Digital 
-= Underwater Photography Center. 3 day, 2 
- night all inclusive dive packages starting at 
Ye 010010E(s1010) GPa aero Moll 
‘s Landshark@nealwatson.com 
. www.nealwatson.com/nassau.html 


ST. LUCIA 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 

























Walker's Gay Chronicles. 


Stay four or more nights and 
get your open water qualifying dives, 


or an upgrade to Advanced Open Water Diver, 


absolutely free! 





) Days/2 Nights 
$396 feveyoleyuje)(-meyereie| er-leley\) 


¢ Deluxe Air-conditioned Room 

e Room Taxes & Gratuities 

e Dives Daily — 

an Oelenleliienisini tela a aUiel scuirs nen Bls) es-ietbies 
Dives pending Flight Schedules and Safety 

¢ Breakfast/Dinner Daily 


: 


XANADU 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 







Xanadu Undersea Adventures, Freeport 


"™ Bahamas - Offers up to four dives daily includ- 


St. Lucia's premier dive operation located at 
| the exclusive TiKaye Village offers easy div- 
~~ ing on lushly covered walls of colorful = 
5 sponges and corals. 8 day, 
7 night packages start at $880.00. 
Email: stlucia@nealwatson.com 
www.nealwatson.com/stlucia.html 








ing night dives, wrecks, hand feeding sharks, 
walls, instruction and rental. Enjoy our private 
beach, pool & tennis. We’re minutes from 
golf, casino & shopping. 3 day, 2 night pack- 
ages starting at 165.00 pp. 
www.nealwatson.com/xanadu.html 
Email: xanadu@nealwatson.com 





World’s Scuba Depth and 
Distance Record Holder 


WALKER’S CAY 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


Walker’s Cay-The World's Hottest Shark Dive! 


Imagine more than 100 black tip, Caribbean reef, hammerhead, and lemon sharks swirling 
before you as they feed on the famous Chumsicle. Dive in a protected marine park a mere 10 
minute boat ride from the dive center. Walker's oa a ae island resort, home of ESPN's 





WaLKERS Cay 


Bd 


AS 


HOTEL a MARINA 
ABaCO BaHaMas 


Toll Free US 


800-513-5257 


In Ft. Lauderdale 954-462-3400 





¢ e-mail: walkers @ nealwatson.com 
* internet: http://www.nealwatson.com/walkers.html 


SCUBA BIMINI 
DIVE CENTER 


& 









Scuba Bimini Dive Center, Bimini Bahamas — 
Just a few short miles across the Gulfstream, 
but a world away. Wrecks, reefs and walls, 
tons of outstanding Marine life, located at 
newly remodeled hotel with restaurant and 
bar. PADI dive instructors on staff. 3 day, 
2 night packages starting at 234.00 pp. 
www.nealwatson.com/bimini.html 
Email: bimini@nealwatson.com 


FOR THE FINEST IN SCUBA EQUIPMENT, 







ARKANSAS 
PAPA SMURPH'S DIVE SHOP 
SHERIDAN, AR 72150 


RICK'S DIVE 'N TRAVEL CTRS 
N. LITTLE ROCK, AR 72114 


ARIZONA 
ALL WET 
TEMPE, AZ 85284 


OCEAN PLANET 
TEMPE, AZ 85282 


AQUA ILLUSIONS INC 
PHOENIX, AZ 85028 


DESERT DIVERS SCUBA CENTER 
TUCSON, AZ 85718 


EL MAR DIVING CENTER 
MESA, AZ 85202 


THE REEF SCUBA COMPANY 
GILBERT, AZ 85234 


CALIFORNIA 
ANACAPA DIVE CENTER 
SANTA BARBARA, CA 93101 


ANY WATER SPORTS 
SAN JOSE, CA 95129 


CITY SCUBA 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90064 


DIVERS COVE 
FOLSOM,CA 95630 


DIVER DAN'S WET PLEASURE 
SANTA CLARA, CA 95050 


DIVERS DISCOUNT SUPPLY 
RNCHO STA. MARG., CA 92688 


DOLPHIN SCUBA 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95815 


HOLLYWOODIVERS 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90068 


LIBURDI'S SCUBA CENTER 
IRVINE, CA 92714 


MARIN SKIN DIVING 
SAN RAFAEL, CA 94903 


OCEAN ADVENTURES 
VENICE, CA 90291 
PACIFIC OFFSHORE 

SAN JOSE, CA 95118 
PINNACLES DIVE 
NOVATO, CA 

REEF SEEKERS DIVE CO. 
BEVERLY HILLS, CA 90211 


SCUBA WORLD SAC. 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95841 


THE ORIGINAL STEELE'S, INC 
OAKLAND, CA 94609 


COLORADO 
A-1 SCUBA CENTER 
ENGLEWOOD, CO 80110 


COLORADO SCUBA CENTER 
LAKEWOOD, CO 80232 


ANOTHER SEA 
DENVER, CO 80206 


DIVER'S REEF INC 

COL. SPRINGS, CO 80907 
SCUBA DEN 

WHEATRIDGE, CO 80033 
UNDERWATER CONNECTION 
COL. SPRINGS, CO 80918 


WEAVER'S DIVE CENTER 
BOULDER, CO 80303 
CONNECTICUT 

NEW ENGLAND SKI/ SCUBA 
VERNON, CT 06066 


ORBIT MARINE 
BRIDGEPORT, CT 06605 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
FIRST CLASS DIVERS 
PORTO PLATO, DR 


FLORIDA 
AUSTINS DIVING CTR 
MIAMI, FL 33156 


BENEATH THE SEA 
PTA GORDA, FL 33950 


BILL JACKSON INC 
PINELLAS PK, FL 33782 


DEEP SIX WTRSPTS 
VERO BEACH, FL 32960 


DISCOVER DIVING 
PT ORANGE, FL 32127 


DIVE ODYSSEA INC 
FT PIERCE, FL 34950 


DIVERS DISCOUNT 
FT LAUD., FL 33316 








DIXIE DIVERS PALM BAY 
PALM BAY, FL 32905 


LAUDERDALE DIVERS 
NU Sy ee ee 


DIXIE DIVERS OF PALM BAY 
PALM BAY, FL 32905 


H20 SCUBA 
N MIAMI BEACH, FL 33160 


HOLIDAY DIVER, INC 
DEERFIELD BEACH, FL 33442 


FLORIDA 
MID FLORIDA DIVE CENTER 
WINTER HAVEN, FL 33880 


LIGHTHOUSE DIVE CENTER 
POMPANO BEACH, FL 33062 


MAC'S SPORTS INC 
CLEARWATER, FL 33765 


MIAMI FANTASIAS 
MIAMI, FL 33131 


RON JON SURF SHOP 
COCOA BEACH, FL 32931 


SCUBA QUEST 
SARASOTA, FL 34236 


SCUBADVENTURES L.C. 
NAPLES, FL 33940 


TILDEN'S SCUBA CENTER 
MARATHON, FL 33050 


UNDERSEAS INC 
BIG PINE KEY, FL 33043 


GEORGIA 
OUTDOOR ADV UNLTD 
MACON, GA 31210 


ULTIMATE ADVENTURES DIVE 
CONYERS, GA 30013 


HAWAII 
JACKS DIVING LOCKER 
KAILUA KONA, Hi 96740 


KOHALA DIVERS 
KAWAIHAE, HI 96743 


SOUTH SEAS AQUATICS 
HONOLULU, Hi 96815 


LAHAINA DIVE & SURF LLC 
LAHAINA, HI 96761 


IDAHO 
BOISE WATER SPORTS, INC 
BOISE, ID 83705 


IDAHO 
BOISE WATER SPORTS, INC 
BOISE, ID 83705 


ILLINOIS 
BERRY AQUA PARADISE 
NAPERVILLE, IL 60563 


FROGG POND DIVE SHOP 
HIGHLAND PARK, IL 60035 


ST oO SS AS 
SKOKIE, IL 60076 


UNDERWATER SAFARIS 
CHICAGO, IL 60657 


INDIANA 
DIVERS SUPPLY INDY 
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46219 


INDY MPH WATERSPORTS 
FISHERS, IN 46038 


KANSAS 
ADVENTURE SPORTS SHOP 
WICHITA, KS 67208 


ADVENTURE SPORTS, INC 
SHAWNEE, KS 66203 


KENTUCKY 
LOUISVILLE DIVE CENTER 
LOUISVILLE, KY 40213 


LOUISIANA 
ADVENTURE QUEST 
METARIE, LA 70001 


MASSACHUSETTS 
HOLYOKE UNDERWATER 
WEST SPRINGFIELD, MA 01089 


MARYLAND 

COLUMBIA SCUBA INC 
COLUMBIA,MD 21045 
UNDERSEA OUTFITTERS, LLC 
FINKSBURG, MD 21048 
MICHIGAN 

DIVE ZONE 

GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49546 
DIVERS INC 

ANN ARBOR, MI 48104 


J.R. AQUATIC CENTER 
NILES, MI 49120 


CONTACT THE ELITE 


REC.DIVING SYSTEMS 
ROYAL OAK, MI 48073 


WOLF’S DIVERS SUPPLY 
BENTON HARBOR, MI 49022 


Z Z UNDERWATER WORLD 
LANSING, MI 48912 


MINNESOTA 
ADVENTURE SPORTS 
EDEN PRARIE, MN 55344 


FANTASEA SCUBA/TRAVEL 
BURNSVILLE, MN 55337 


SMITH DIVING 
FRIDLEY, MN 55432 


SPORTSWORLD SOUTH 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55419 


MISSOURI 
SCUBA SPORTS 
BRANSON, MO 65616 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 
DIVERS DEN DIVE SHOP 
MANCHESTER, NH 03103 


PABLO KROOZ DIVE SHOP 
SALEM, NH 03079 


NORTH CAROLINA 
J COOPERS SCUBA CENTER 
ASHEBORO, NC 27203 


NEBRASKA 
DIVE TEAM OMAHA 
OMAHA, NE 68138 


NEW JERSEY 
EAST COAST DIVING SUPPLY 
NORTHFIELD, NJ 08225 


NEVADA 
BOULDER CITY DIVER 
BOULDER GITY, NV 89005 


TROPICAL PENGUIN SCUBA 
RENO, NV 89509 


NEW YORK 
CREATIVE SPORTS, INC. 
BROOKLYN, NY 11215 


IMAGES SOUS MARINE 
HARTSDALE, NY 10530 


PAN AQUA DIVING INC 
NEW YORK, NY 10021 


SOUNDVIEW SCUBA 
SOUTHOLD, NY 11971 


SUNNY SCUBA 
NEW YORK, NY 10019 


OHIO 
AQUATIC REALM SCUBA 
CENTERVILLE, OH 45459 


JUST ADD WATER 
WILLOUGHBY, OH 44094 


SCUBA ADVENTURES INC 
CINCINNATI, OH 45255 


SCUBA DEW DIVE CENTER 
FAIRFIELD, OH 45014 


SUB-AQUATICS, INC 
REYNOLDSBURG, OH 43068 


TRI STATE SCUBA 
CINCINNATI, OH 45227 


UNDERWATER WORLD INC 
MAINEVILLE, OH 45039 


OKLAHOMA 
HI PERFORMANCE SCUBA 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73120 


ISLAND QUEST DIVE CENTER 
TULSA, OK 74133 


OREGON 
RU) Sd Bl | 
PORTLAND, OR 97220 


EUGENE SKIN DIVING SGHOOL 
EUGENE, OR 97402 


HYDROSPORTS DIVE/ TRAVEL 
SALEM, OR 97307-1057 
SALEM SCUBA 

SALEM, OR 97302 


POWDER HOUSE 
BEND, OR 97702 


PACIFIC WATERSPORTS, INC, 
ALOHA, OR 97007 


PENNSYLVANIA 
A-1 SCUBA DIVING 
TREVOSE, PA 19053 


PUERTO RICO 

SCUBA CENTRO 

PUERTO NUEVO, PR 00920 
TENNESSEE 

MIDDLE TENNESSEE SCUBA 
FRANKLIN,.TN.37067 


SKI-SCUBA CENTER INC 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37919 


TEXAS 
2 DIVE 4 | 
DALLAS, TX 75229 


BURLESON SCUBA & SPORTS 
BURLESON, TX 76028 


DIVETECH, INC 
HOUSTON, TX 77024 


EMERALD SEA DIVERS 
RICHARDSON, TX 75080 


GIGGLIN MARLIN DIVERS 
HOUSTON, TX 77035 


PARADISE SCUBA 
COLLEGE STATION, TX 77840 


R & D SCUBA 
HOUSTON, TX 77042 


KILGORE SCUBA CENTER 
KILGORE, TX 75662 


LONE STAR SCUBA 
FT. WORTH, TX 76116 


OCEAN’S WINDOW SCUBA 
PLANO, TX 75075 


PISCES SCUBA 
AUSTIN, TX-78730 


TEXAS 
SCUBALAND ADV. 
AUSTIN, TX 78753 


DIVERS PARADISE 
WEBSTER, TX 77598 


TOMS DIVE & SKI 
AUSTIN, TX 78757 


UNIVERSAL SCUBA 
HOUSTON, TX 77077 


W.W. DIVING 
HUMBLE, TX 77338 


WE B DIVIN 
HURST, TX 76054 


UTAH 
ISLAND DIVERS LLC 
ST GEORGE, UT 84790 


NEPTUNE DIVERS 
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84106 


SCUBA FOR YOU 
MIDVALE, TX 84070 


SCUBA UTAH 
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84121 


WATER WORLD DIVERS 
OREM, UT 84058 


VIRGINA 
THE DIVE SHOP 
FAIRFAX, VA 22031 


LYNNHAVEN DIVE CTR 
VIRGINIA BCH, VA 23454 


RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
CHANTILLY, VA 20151 


SCUBA CENTER 
RICHMOND, VA 23229 


SPLASH DIVE CTR 
HERNDON, VA 20170 


VIRGIN ISLANDS 
MARCUS JOHNSTON 
ST. JOHN, USVI 00830 
SAVANNAHS BOUTIQUE 
ST. JOHN, USVI 00830 


WASHINGTON 
LIGHTHOUSE DIVING CTR 
LYNWOOD, WA 98036 


OCEAN ODYSSEA SCUBA 
VANCOUVER, WA 98683 
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technical specs 


Traditional fins only use repulsive force to 
create propulsion. This normally means that 
in order to create strong propulsion, maxi- 
mum effort 


‘ ‘ Down kick 

IS required, a | Higher=pressure 
resulting in a 
muscle 

fatigue not 

only for 


beginners, women, and middle-aged divers, 
but professionals as well. Added to which, 
the body moves left and right in reaction to 
the kicking needed to move forward, thus 
reducing propulsion. 
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The SF-8 has a blade that is split down the 
middle, so it takes the shape shown in the 
diagram when kicked under water. This 


special 

blade shape 

Y creates 
Higher AC 
Down kick 4} (lift) by 


generating a 
pressure differential above and below the 
blade, in addition to the repulsive force cre- 
ated by kicking. The SF-8 is a fin that allows 
all divers to create propulsion using only a 
small bent-knee kick, with a light rhythm. 











aeronautical engineering in the water 
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Nature's Wing and are trademarks of 


Nature's Wing Fin Bestar fic Calfoma, USA. 





— Z00iM Fin 





‘e jp ha " 
a eeme? 3 
eee esciian “conve 

" Di * 4 ius deh is + 






ran 










( 


a= 1 Z-/[(-] 9), 40) (0) 


TABATA U.S.A. INC. 
2380 Mira Mar Ave. 
oleate m =1-1-(e1a yam Ov] Olou Be) 
Tel: 562-498-3708 


Fax: 562-498-0415 
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features 


39 LIFESTYLE OF THE WET 72 
At some point, we all gotta come up’for air. i 


RYAN ALLEN unzips diving apparel that has 
everyone smiling...even when they're’ out of 
the water. j 


5? WRECK-STRAVAGANZA! 2 / : 9? 
The chilled waters of the Great Lakes are 

crowded with well-preserved wrecks and 

Serve aS an underwater museum for 

divers like CRIS KOHL. 


56 BERMUDA: WHERE SHIPS COME 10 SINK 

CLAY & MARTHA WISEMAN spend time with a 
shipwreck sleuth who uses sunkén clues to 
solve the riddles of Bermuda's guilty waters. 


7 0} SIX ISLANDS, EIGHT NIGHTS 
Love hurts. At least for HEIDI DOUGLAS in Tahiti, 
where It’s so painfully romantic that she finds 
herself caught up in’a ménage a trois witha 
certain Jean-Pierre and Fifi. 


Get it at Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 


e Learn more about Skin Diver's Second Annual Cover Contest...Enter...And Start Shooting!!! 
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THE ULTIMATE DIVE 

DouG PERRINE sinks to new levels (about 1,000 
feet to begexact) on Grand Cayman’s wall in 
the Atlantis Deep Explorer submarine. 


THE GATHERING 

In the soft coral kingdom of Fiji, Davip 
FLEETHAM finds himself among a unique class 
of working divers, whose success is often 
driven.by their love of the ocean. 


ABOUT THE COVER: 

A diver cruises, the terrain of the 
Lartington in Bermuda. 

PHOTO: CLAY WISEMAN 


Background photo: 

For divers, the name.of this Lake Huron 
shipwreck says it all—Joyland. 

PHOTO: CRIS KOHL 
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BERMUDA This place is surrounded. Over 400 
vessels have fallen to Bermuda's treacherous 
reefs, leaving a golden ring of wrecks—a diver's 
paradise—to be discovered. History wraps itself 
around each site like a blanket. And among the 
Swirling masses of marine life and treacherous 
towering reefs, treasures of the past are brought 
to the present, just like magic. This place is sur- 
rounded. (pg 56) 
2 CAYMAN Like Sherlock 
Holmes searches for 
answers to solve myster- 
ies, divers search for the 
ultimate underwater 
experience. Armed with 
dive lights instead of 
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" Magnifying glasses, we dip beneath the blue 


when the Great Lakes come up in conversation, 


horizon in hopes of finding something 
“unfound,” interacting with a creature of soli- 
tude and solving the mystery of the deep. With 
the help of a deep sub, Doug Perrine attempt- 
ed just that. Fairy tale-like Stalked Crinoids, 
CUCM OEOLAHO CINE IRCA CIRGEOSESCIUNI AON mele 
fines quest at 1,000 feet. And although the : 
ultimate dive was experienced, the mystery of 
the deep remains unsolved. (pg 78) 
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oe great. lakes, 
great wrecks! 
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THE GREAT LAKES Think of Chicago, think 
Michigan Avenue, the John Hancock building, 
the “windy city.” Think of Michigan, think 
Detroit, think Chrysler, think “motor city.” Great 
diving isn't always in the forefront of our minds 


: but it should be. Some of the best wreck diving 
: can be found nudging the shores of these 
: metropolises. A historical collage of ships that 


remain mostly intact due to freshwater condi- 
tions awaits divers year-round. And if you can 
Stand the chilling thermoclines, think Great 


: Lakes, great diving. (pg 52) 





TAHITI Close your eyes; imagine the bluest 
water like glass reflecting a perfect rum- 
orange sunset. A thatched roof hut is like a 
private island where you and your compan- 
ion are about to step out your front door and 
explore the bath-warm waters that are home 
to a plethora of marine life. Now open your 
eyes; the vision could be real and Skin 


- Diver will bring it to you. (pg 70) 


























CRIS KOHL of Chicago, in- 
trigued by shipwrecks after vis- 
iting Bermuda and the Florida 


Keys in 1974, began exploring 
the Great Lakes. And over the 
past 20 years, Kohl has promot- 
ed the incredible freshwater 
wrecks of the Great Lakes by writing 
nine books, including his most recent, 
The Great Lakes Diving Guide, and 
many articles. A certified divemaster 
and full cave diver, his intense research, 
prize-winning underwater photogra- 
phy, vigor and sense of drama have 
made him a popular speaker at major 
scuba shows. 


SHOLNSIHLNOD 


PETE NAWROCKY is a professional 
underwater photographer with a long 
history of working in a variety of envi- 
ronments. It is not uncommon to find 


Pete capturing images for Dive Rite in 
a Florida cave, followed by tri-mix 
dives on a wreck off the Massachusetts 
coast. As do many photographers, he 
enjoys working with marine life. Al- 
though he was once the object of desire 
for an amorous octopus in Alaska, in 
this issue, he recounts a run-in witha 
cranky Goosefish off New York. * 


“~ One of the Caribbean's most unique hideaways 


and St. Lucia’s only resort located in the 
heart of the marine reserves. Enjoy the 
romance of ANSE CHASTANET and dive with 
our PADI/SSI/NAUI facility SCUBA ST. LUCIA, 
St. Lucia’s premier scuba operation. 
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EDITORIAL 


PHILOSOPHERS AND PHYSICISTS TELL US THERE IS ONE CONSTANT IN THE UNIVERSE: CHANGE. 
All things change; time and tide, it has been said, wait for no man—and this is especially true of 
shipwrecks immersed in water. But all water is not created equal. Saltwater is much more caustic 
and destructive to ships than freshwater. In saltwater, this constant state of change quickly erodes 
the metals and wood of sunken ships, while the many creatures of the sea work their alchemy to 
alter the crumbling mass into a thriving coral community that attracts life both large and small. 
Freshwater, on the other hand, preserves its prizes for a remarkable period of time. These sunken 
relics are truly ghost ships, locked in a moment that lacks finality, like a sentence that trails off 
without an end, slow to change. 

This month, we celebrate final moments, misfortune and change by highlighting two of the 
world’s most alluring shipwreck destinations: Bermuda and the Great Lakes. As destinations, they 
are almost polar opposites—Bermuda having a tropical appeal, with its pink beaches, swashbuck- 
ling treasure salvors and famous shorts; and the Great Lakes, known for its cold water, hardy divers 
and perfectly preserved ships. Both are wreck diver havens and to fully understand them we 
turned to the experts. 

Cris Kohl, widely recognized as the world’s preeminent Great Lakes wreck guru, taps into the 
pulse of the Great Lakes diving experience: wrecks, wrecks and more wrecks. Deep, shallow, 
somewhere in the middle, his comprehensive knowledge of this part of the world is nothing short 

of amazing. And describing the growing 


appeal of Great Lakes wreck diving he says, 
i eC O I) st a nt “Even divers from Florida are coming up to 
explore our wrecks.” As I said: change. 


To get to the heart of Bermuda, we 
sent Clay Wiseman there to spend time 
with that island’s greatest living 
treasure hunter. If it glints in the sand 
and has value, Teddy Tucker will find it 
or is looking for it. The Bermuda ship- 
wreck museum is filled with trinkets he 
discovered on the ships. And after 
talking to him, Clay said he wouldn’t be 
surprised to find out he’s buried 
treasure in some X-marks-the-spot secret location. But this island overflows with stories of 
treasure found and ships wrecked, some deliberately, on Bermuda’s treacherous fringing reefs. 
And, gold still awaits the lucky explorer who arrives on the day the shifting sands change to 
expose that tell-tale glint. 





TY SAWYER, EDITOR 
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PALAU AGGRESSON 1 


‘the Aggressor experience will change the | 
way you dive forever. When booking, ask 


® 


about our specials, including free spots for Po EREet 


Seti A full service travel agency 


all palau aggressor dives are sys 


made from the speedy dive skiff, grqyups and a $200 discount for consecutive =T RAVEL =| 800-348-2628 


which is safely boarded from the Let our travel deparimen 

. . . $ ’ r tj om 
main deck. 1t is then lowered into charters on the Truk Aggressor II. er eee ee 
the water by a hydraulic cradle. AgY fessor, hOW you're diving! 
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GALAPAGOS KONA, HAWAII | TAHITI TRUK LAGOON Turks & CAICOS 


Ph: 985-385-2628 - Fax: 985-384-0817 : P. O. Box 1470 - Morgan City, LA 70381 : E-mail: diver@aggressor.com 
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GRAND PRIZE: 
The winner's photo on the 
cover of the December 2002 


Second Annual (geht 
Cover Shot 


Contest Sk kin Diver 


Katherine Smith ae 





Skin Diver's ; 
First Annual - 
Cover Cone. 


Winner— ~ 
Katherine Smith 
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dreamed of seeing 


Caribhean | 
Encounters * 


From Small Critters to” 7 
Super-predators 


Strohe Arn ; 


Z 
Kama Sutra. 
ie § | mM a ie 0 n = Positioning your strobes. for 
photographic enlightenment 
Poe i 


cover of Skin Diver... 


Her dream came true...are you next? 


To enter, submit each photograph with an entry fee of $5 (check or money order). 


Multiple entries will be accepted. Each image submitted must be accompanied with an 
entry fee. Clearly mark each slide with location information, and with name and 
address. Vertical, 35 mm slides or medium format transparencies are preferred. 
DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES IS JULY 15, 2002. Send to: Skin Diver Cover Contest, Attn: 
Editor, 6420 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90048-5515 


Contest open to photographers of all levels. The editors of Skin Diver will select five final- 
ist images. These images will be posted on Skin Diver Online by August 1, 2002, and Skin 
Diver readers will help select the winner. Runner-up photos will be featured in the 
December 2002 issue. 


“For magazines mailed to subscribers only. Grand prize will include a first-time use payment of $800. Each 
Submission becomes property of Skin Diver magazine (photos will not be returned). Skin Diver is not 
responsible for lost or damaged submissions. Entries submitted without entry fee will be disqualified. 
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Dive Tor Miles! Readers Speak Out 
September 7 to December 21, 2002 ; 
Someone With 
an Opinion 

Cousteau worries about the 


instead of perfect models with perfect 
everything. Get real! When we are div- 
ing, the last thing we think about is 
poor. The poor should over- how we look. Well, maybe most of us 


throw their dictators, practice don’t...anyway, I can’t remember see- 


birth control, and embrace ing people like the pictures show. 
capitalism. The rich countries We're just a bunch of normals out 


didn’t get there by accident. there getting wet. Enclosed is a picture 


Let Cousteau donate his 
millions to develop alterna- 
tive power for the poor. I 
prefer to spend mine in a 
more capitalistic manner. 
—Lewis Larson, Winter Park, FL 


Roatan « Bay Islands 
Honduras 

Earn 5000 American Airlines 

Advantage miles per person, up to 
10,000 miles per reom, when you 
travel to AKR this fall. Earn even 
more mileage when you complete 
seleet PADI eourses during the 
same periodl* 


Fair Coverage for Wet Old Farts 

Hey, I liked the February issue, but 
fair is fair. How about some pics of the 
old guys and girls out there doing it 


of what a couple of old farts in Bonaire 
look like after 30 dives in a week. 
—Carl Sampieri, via e-mail 


Keeping It Close to Home 

‘The 50 states article [“50 Dives in 50 States,” March 2002] is great! With the 
economy the way it is, I’m sure a lot of divers will be looking closer to home. 
The time seems right to get people to spend their hard earned money right here 
in the U.S.A., and to help get the economy going. Thank you for your article. 
——Capt. Bobby Cox, Morehead City, NC 


i haty- — W Gos THAT KIC K 


A Proud Canadian Gets It Right 
ve just read your recent issue of Skin Diver, and 
in the article “50 Dives in 50 States” there has been 
and error. Deer Island, which you claim is in Eastport, 
Maine, really is not! It is in New Brunswick, Canada, 
right on the border with Eastport. 
-——~Scott Enso, via e-mail 


j 
40} St: aire 


Quarries 10 Canyons 
INE Halon 3 Dest Hive 
y? x ee 


Discover why divers have” been 
raving about Anthony's Key Resort 
for more than 30 years. With low 
season pricing from $599** per 
person plus the opportunity to 
earn AAdvantage miles for diving 
and staying at AKR, there’s never 
been a better time! 


J ‘: : “. 
a4 
The Strong Artie’: pale 
of the Dollar . 
Getting More Hedin tor yous aime 
in Thalland ant Malaysia ae 


The Many Moots of F Gayman 


Exe e Cathy Church 


Deeper Thoughts 
isiebd “530 Dives in 50 States” (March 2002 issue) states 
~~ that Clear Lake, OR, has a max depth of 45 feet. 
Last summer, during a series of deep dives in Clear Lake, the max depth reached 
by any member of our group was 167 feet. 


Roatan Photo and Video 
Contest Winners 


—L.D. Moravek, via e-mail 


Another Local Dive Not to Miss 

{In your recent article [“50 Dives in 50 
States” | I was surprised to see that one of 
Ohio’s safest and larger quarries was not 
mentioned [Portage Quarry]. We’ve had an 
airplane in the quarry for over 15 
years...[and| some of the largest fish in the 
state.... We have a [divemaster] on 
is of boats, cars, an underwater silo and semi trailers, along with under- 


cjotanttantatet tend gisele : 
Se peek power bag end gue pow car Oe ranly teeta thee far} 


St hewe at Fad tent Bnet aes) SE Swe pee ced met comes 
Or ME ALY Oe Cement OF peer Emm 


"Dive for miles offer valid for travel from Sept. 7 to Site... 
Dec. 21, 2002 and must be booked and paid in full 


by July 15, 2002. Other restrictions apply. 

“*$599 rate is per person, double occupancy in Hill 
Standard room, 16% hotel tax not included. 

Valid for travel September, October, November 1-23, 
December 1-21, 2002. 
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water mining sites. [Portage Quarry offers] 50 acres to play in and is easily 
accessible from I-75. Next time, check [us out]. 
—Jeff Rice, Bowling Green, OH = 








AS ESSENTIAL TO SAFE AND ENJOYABLE 
DIVING AS YOUR MASK, SNORKEL AND FINS! 


DAN*... A Name You Can Trust 


e The only 24-hour, worldwide 
dive emergency hotline staffed 
full-time by dive medical 
professionals, 365 days a year. 


: e Worldwide emergency 
| evacuation and medical 
assistance. : 


e Your Dive S afe 
Associatio 
more thi 





NV Ko) a=im Mate] amelel-) am DJAY-W-Vorellel-Jajm@lal-jele-lalem 


+ 





To join today, call 1-877-595-0625 or go online at www.DiversAlertNetwork.org 


Divers Alert Network is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization associated with Duke University Medical Center. PRIORITY CODE: 999SD1 











ONCE ONE JOINS, ONE IS 
a lifetime member. The 
initiation dive may last a 
mere 11 minutes, yet it 
will be remembered for- 
ever. The sole purpose of 
diving or snorkeling at 
Darwin’s Arch is to view 
the largest fish in our 
oceans: the majestic 
Whale Shark. 

Swimming as fast as 
our ears allow, nine divers 
have just been dropped 
off of a panga, 18 feet 
long, in the middle of the 
ocean, more than 600 
miles off the Ecuadorian 
coast. Nobody could have 
prepared us for the 
explosion of marine life 
on this rock in the middle 
of nowhere. 

Once we descend, we 
regroup at 30 feet. Serious danger waits 
in the shallow water next to the arch. 
Wind and ocean swells converge here 
with pounding force. Dive shallow and 
the surge may push you out of the ocean. 

Everywhere you turn, fish. Hun- 
dreds upon hundreds of Creole 
Fish, and the volcanic rock is laden 
with scorpionfish and free swimming 
Moray Eels are everywhere. Ham- 
merheads and Galapagos Sharks cruise 
all around. 

Getting to the ledge at 60 feet is chal- 


FREEFL OW 


EDITED BY TIFFANY H. CAREY 


YOUR AVERAGE ANKLEBONE ISN’T TOO EXCITING, BUT A 
50-million-year-old foot fossil uncovered in Pakistan now 
proves that a whale descended from a land-based critter called 


an even-toed ungulate. 

About 320 million years ago, animals 
started slipping out of the sea to 
become land-dwelling creatures. But, 
eventually, some went back into the 
ocean. Researchers are now confirming 
that today’s whale is the descendant of 
a plant-munching land animal classi- 
fied as even-toed ungulate (e.g. hippos, 
deer, sheep, pigs, etc.). This shatters 
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lenging. The current runs crazy, and we 
must drag ourselves across a barnacle- 
encrusted wall, carefully grabbing the 
rock structure and not the crustaceans. 
A lone dolphin zips along the wall. 
Trumpetfish, trevally, jacks and Leather 
Bass all hunt along the reef. We wait. 
Just as I catch my breath, I notice our 
divemaster, Santiago, racing out to the 
blue and pointing his finger. I see noth- 
ing, yet I follow him. Still nothing. 
And then like a freight train 
approaching, it is upon me. I am 
directly in the path of a 50-foot Whale 
Shark. Its mouth stretches three feet 
wide with remoras clinging on the 
inside edges. Almaco Jacks hover, rid- 
ding their bodies of parasites by strik- 
ing themselves 
against its tex- 
tured skin. In a 
blink of an eye, 
I watch one of 
these jacks pick 
a remora right 
out of the Whale 
Shark’s mouth! 
Unbelievably, I 
am staring direct- 
ly into the eye of 
the biggest fish in 
the ocean. It 
watches me as it 
cruises past. Time ceases even though 
I am swimming as fast as I possibly 
can. At these speeds, I watch my 
buddy’s bubbles travel horizontally in 


the water. I slow down and watch as 
the spotted textured body zooms past 
me. Each animal has a unique pattern, 
with a tail more than 10 feet high and 
a body up to 55 feet long. They appear 
to hang motionless in the water, when 
in reality, a simple flick of their tail 
propels them at such speeds that I 
have seen dolphins riding their bow 
wave. I let it zip by and watch its tail 
wiggle slowly into the distance. I can’t 
help but think it is the end, yet it is 
only the beginning. 

My adrenaline is pumping as I turn 
around to check if anyone from the 
group is behind me. Everyone is rac- 
ing into the blue. I realize then, there 
is another Whale Shark approaching, 


The ultimate initiation ceremony. 





and I’m off, another race. Everyone 
who sets eyes on one of these beauties 


is a member forever. Welcome to the 
Darwin Arch Club. 
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Evidence suggests the ig 
is anancestor of the whale. 


old dental record theory that whales descended from hoofed 
carnivorous mammals known as mesonychians. 
The original whale creature didn’t look like Bambi, but 


b>] 


paleontologists believe it may have 
appeared similar to a little deer with a 
head shaped like a whale’s. They had 
ankles and feet, but didn’t move 
around very well on land. Then the 
deer-looking creature got bigger, lost 
its ability to walk and eventually 
slipped back into the ocean where the 
body evolved into a Shamu physique. 

In Pakistan, two independent discov- 


PHOTOS: (ARCH) ANNIE CRAWLEY; (BENEATH) WES SKILES, KARST PRODUCTIONS; 


(WHALE) BRADLEY/IRELAND PRODUCTIONS 





ONE OF THE MOST DARING CAVE DIVING EXPEDITIONS 
in recent history was undertaken by Women Divers Hall Of 
Fame Member, Jill Heinerth. Jill, a beautiful super-athlete 
and graphic design-artist from Toronto, Canada, along with 
her husband, Pawl;-and cinematographer Wes Skiles, 
explored the inner reaches and underbellies of icebergs in 
Antarctica. They were the first people to use closed-circuit 
rebreathers in this environment, and the first to cave dive 
inside an iceberg. 

“While diving 130 feet beneath the surface and 1,000 feet 
inside a crevasse in an iceberg,” Jill recalls, “we encountered 
an unexpeeted strong cur- 
rent, making it nearly impos- 
sible to swim. For awhile, it 
was pretty, dicey!” Jill’s two- 
month adventure will be 
broadcast on an A&E televi- 
sion special and was chroni- 
cled in National Geographic 
[December 2001}. Jill was 
also featured in Sports 
Illustrated for Women. 

Even before the Antarctic 
Ice Expedition, Jill was no 
stranger to challenging div- 
ing. Throughout her diving 
career, over 700 of Jill’s 2,800 
dives have been made in ; 
caves, resulting in many a 
“firsts.” In May 1995, she 
and Paul participated in the 
US Deep Caving Team 
Expedition to  MHuautla, 
Mexico, with Dr. Bill Stone. Through late 1995 and 1996 she 
became involved in further exploration in Mexico as the U.S. 
Director for the Ejido Jacinto Pat Expedition in Akumal. In 
1998, she and Paul were selected as lead divers for the U.S. 
Deep Caving Team exploration of Wakulla Springs. During 
this project, Jill completed a mission that took her deeper 
into a cave at extreme depths than any woman in history—a 





between the rocks,- 


eries made by paleontologists threw light on this unlikely 
whale tale. Jans Thewissen, a_ paleontologist 
Northeastern Ohio University’s College of Medicine, found a 
fossil from the first stage when the creature looked like a tiny 
deer (Nature Magazine, 09/20/01). The anklebone was a type 
found in even-toed ungulates: artiodactyls. 

Along the shores of a defunct sea in Pakistan, scientist 
Philip Gingerich found a couple of skeletons of the same crea- 


from 


ture during the period of its last hoorah on dry land (Science 
Magazine 09/21/01). These discoveries marked the first time 
scientists had found specimens with anklebones intact. ‘Uhe 
bones were distinctly similar to an artiodactyl’s. Classified as 
Rodhocetus and Artiocetis, these whale-like mammals roamed 
the shoreline approximately 47 million years ago. They were 
about the size of a sea lion with similar proportions. They 
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300-foot depth and a penetration of nearly 10,000 feet with a 
5-hour bottom time and 16 hours of decompression. Her 21- 
hour mission was featured in a National Geographic 
Explorer Television program. This landmark project of the 
U.S. Deep Caving Team brought technical diving into the 
next century with the use of rebreathers and revolutionary 
sonar mapping devices. 

When she isn’t on an expedition, Jill teaches courses in mixed 
gas and technical diving and rebreathers, and presents sympo- 
siums in France, England and all over North America. She is a 
technical advisor to PADI and IANTD. “Contrary to popular 
belief,” Jill explains, “women 
are at an advantage in techni- 
cal diving. Even if they aren’t 
as physically strong as their 
male buddies, they are much 
more diligent and patient with 
the learning process.” 

Jill also produces adventure 
television programs and docu- 
mentaries. From under the ice 
in Antarctica, to the jungles of 
the Yucatan, to a swimming 
pool with a live alligator, her 
filming assignments have 
taken her to some unusual 
locations. Her current project 
involves repelling down 
‘ee: aft. ten through an ancient well into a 
> aa magical underwater world full 
of Mayan cultural artifacts 
and human bones. When 
asked what dive expeditions 
she’d like to tackle next Jill replied, “Since I did Antarctica, | 
guess it would be only fitting to dive the North Pole!” 

In March 2000, Jill was inducted into the Women Divers 
Hall of Fame at the Beneath the Sea Dive Symposium. The 
following year she was recognized as Canadian Technical 
Diver of the Year and was inducted as a Fellow of the 
National Speleological Society. 


Ph.D. 


could probably shimmy clumsily on shore like a sea lion, hav- 
ing lost the ability to walk. The appendages had started form- 
ing into flippers. 

The proof of a relationship between cetaceans (whales, por- 
poises, dolphins) and artiodactyls (hoofed herbivores with an 
even number of toes) isn’t a complete shocker. Prior to the 
paleontologists’ discoveries, molecular biologists were on the 
clue trail. They were studying gene inheritance patterns in 
modern whales and noticed a striking similarity to genetics in 
even-toed ungulates. In fact, some scientists at the University 
of California, Riverside believe whales are most closely relat- 
ed to the hippopotamus. Most paleontologists wouldn’t buy 
into the idea of whales descending from artiodactyls instead of 
mesonychians, but this whale of an anklebone discovery 
changed a few minds. 
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‘Shark, diving, wreck 


sheer. wall, blue hi 


) Small Hope Bay Lodge 


| Andros Island, 
| Bahamas 


| (Since 1960) 


| Ph: 800-223-6961 

| Fax: 242-368-2015 

| Incredible diving variety! Walls, blue holes, caverns, | 
tunnels, reef and shark dives. Nitrox, SASY available. 


| Attentive dive masters, free intro/refresher course, 


| plus “extreme diving” for experienced divers. Three 
dives a day, twice-weekly night dives. Twenty cot- 

| tages, all-inclusive rates--even a help-yourself bar! 
SHBmkt@SmallHope.com 
www.SmaillHope.com 


CL WHA: 
Bahama Divers 
800-398-DIVE 


Ph: 242-393-6054 
Fax: 242-393-6078 


| Two Tank Dives, 


SNE 


| Walls, Blue Hole, 


| Wrecks, Reefs, 
Night Dive. Dive 
. Shop: Full Line-US 
Divers, Sherwood, Full Service, Parts, Rentals PADI 


ee 


4 Day Certification Course, Open Water Referrals. Ve . . ae 
“ay snorkel excursions, full gear rental & repair, air fills, 


= §©dive equipment & more. 


bahdiver@coralwave.com 
bahamadivers.com 


: = y Tp 
Nekton Diving 

Cruises 

800-899-6753 


954-463-9324 
Nekton's unique SWATH 


| design allows guests to expe- 


) rience an exceptionally stable 


ride while diving the pristine waters of the Bahamas and 
Belize. Spacious air-conditioned cabins have private bath- 
| rooms, large picture windows, and twin or queen beds 


5 for maximum comfort.Vessels feature an elevating dive 
s platform, sundeck with jacuzzi, daily E-6 processing. 


Prices from $1,295 per person, dbl. occ. 


4 info@nektoncruises.com 


+ 
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Stella Maris 

Resort Club, 
Long Island, 

Bahamas 


800-426-0466 
954-359-8238 


Dive famous Shark 


© Reef. Pristine Conception Wall. World’s deepest 
ae 


® Blue Hole. Wrecks. Reefs. PADI/SSI courses. Ask 


es 


He about our 2-for-| Summer Dive Special! Enjoy our 


¥ 


Hotel Rooms and |-2-3&4 Bedroom cottages. 
Snorkeling, fishing, sailing,biking. And more! 


= smrc@stellamarisresort.com 
www.stellamarisresort.com 


Treasure Cay Hotel Resort & Marina 
Abaco-Bahamas 


| 1-800-327-1584 
| 242-365-8465 


|. Treasure Divers is 
~, a full PADI certi- 


fied dive shop. 
| Certification, 


ae, 


=) advanced classes 


and resort courses 
| for all ages available. One & Two tank dives, 


a www.treasurecay.com 


« www.treasure-divers.com 
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Bahamas Travel 


y | Network 
ve 1-800-513-5535 


& Bahamas Travel 
| Network is the 
established specialty 
wholesaler for dive 
| packages and low- 
§ cost airfares to the 
islands of the 
_ Bahamas. Great 


: specials- 4 days $242, 
. 8 days $613. 


btn@maduro.com 
www.bahamastravelnet.com 


4a 
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Dive Abaco 
Lofty Fig Villas 
Marsh Harbour, 
Abaco, Bahamas 
800-247-5338 


Joining together to offer you 


| a true out-island experience. 


Get |-night and |-day of diving FREE. Enjoy 7-nights 
accommodation, 5-days of diving for the price of 6- 
nights and 4-days. 2-dives daily, |-room, kitchen, pri- 
vate porch, cable TV and swimming pool. $680.00 
per person, double occupancy. Mention ad #SD0502 


= dive@diveabaco.com 


www.diveabaco.com 


| Sea Fever Diving Cruises 


Miami Departure 


“8 and Return 


800-443-.3837 
757-481-2075 


Sea Fever Diving Cruises 
has been taking divers on 


: incredible diving 


adventures for over 20 


years. Sea Fever provides 
live-aboard diving the way 
it should be; freedom to 


\ dive your way. Individual pricing from $995; group 


charters from $9,889. 


_, seafever@seafever.com 


i. www.seafever.com 


- Ye f 
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s Brendal’s Dive Center & Bluff House 
4 Beach Hotel 


4, Green Turtle Cay, Abaco, Bahamas 
800-745-991 | 


Dive wrecks, hand feed stingrays, swim with 
dolphins and more. Certifications and 


= specialties from PADI, SSI & NAUI. 


. . 


ee 


Enjoy romantic views, superb 
dinning, tennis, kayaking, pools and a 


# natural beach. Explore a quaint, 


historic New England style village. 
5dy/4 nt & 3 dys of 2 tank dives- 
$510 pp. dbl, 7dy / 6nt & 5 dys of 2 
tank dives - $837 pp. dbl 

Hotel taxes/gratuities inclusive. 


brendal@oii.net ~ www.brendal.com 


¥ { . \e 
* 
ee 
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Spawning Peppermint Basslets 


BY NED AND ANNA DELOACH WITH PAUL HUMANN 


THE MOST COMMON REPRODUCTIVE STRATEGY OF REEF FISHIS The male prompts the process by intensifying col- 
known as pelagic or broadcast spawning. A few fish repro- ors, spreading fins, twitching and repeatedly 
duce in groups, which can number in the hundreds. nudging his partner’s anal area to determine her 
However, the majority of species spawn in isolated readiness to spawn. When all is right, the pairs 
male/female pairs. Spawning events of all types are preced- slowly position themselves side-by-side, jet 
ed by extended courtship, which provides time for the upward into open water and, in an explosive dis- 
female’s eggs to hydrate to an optimal level before release. charge, simultaneously expel a cloud of gametes 
(eggs and sperm). 
The fertilized eggs, 
Two Peppermint Basslets caught in the act. carried by the cur- 
rents, drift off into 
the open ocean on 
one of the most per- 
ilous odysseys in the 
animal kingdom. 
Weeks later, possibly 
hundreds of miles 
from their origins, the 
few bits of life that 
survive settle to a shallow sea 
floor and begin life as juveniles. 
It is always fascinating to 
encounter courtship and 
spawning behavior in the wild, 
but when the animals are rarely 
sighted species, such as the 
cryptic Peppermint Basslet, 
the affair is even more thrilling. 
On a sunset dive in Belize, I 
spotted a pair of the typically 
solitary, 3-inch basslets hover- 
ing close together in the open 
just above a stand of finger 
coral. I immediately suspected 
a tryst. 

The beam from my hand light 
sent the fish darting for cover. 
After extinguishing the light, 
they reappeared. One fish held 
its head high and both twitched 
ti. —l repeatedly. Ever so 
WHERE TO ' slowly, they moved 
FIND THEM - together until the 
Peppermint Basslets sides of their heads 
(Liopropoma __rubre) touched. Following a 
hide inside caves and _—pause, they rose calm- 
under ledge overhangs ly for a body length 
from 10 to 140 feet of | before rocketing up 
depth in the Caribbean and popping apart 
Basin, South Florida inside a puff of 

and Bermuda. _ gametes. Bravo! 


SHILNADID 
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HONIZURAS 


a little bitof Belize 


The overlooked Islands of the Western Caribbean... It's time to look them under! 


CoCo View Resort 


www.cocoviewresort.com 


“aa 
As Roatan’s premier dedi- 
cated dive resort for over 
20 years, CoCo View 
boasts one of the highest 
repeat guest rates in the 
OF Tal elelctlapemmr-lilem (elamelevere| 
reason: great diving, ambi- 
ence, and world famous 
Shore diving that will 
knock your booties off. The 
24/7 shore diving is guar- 
anteed incomparable! 
some of the best barrier 
reef wall sites are literally 
“a snorkel away from the 
bar.” 


Fantasy Island Resort 


i 
\ 
\ 


www.fantasyislandresort.com 


With a brilliant white sand 
beach, room service, TV, 
and all the amenities of a 
first class beach rese¢ 

you just might be fog 

into thinking you lane 

the Mediterranean. But 
this is Roatan, with all the 
charm and incredible 
SCuba diving the island is 
famous for. 


Utila Lodge 


www.utilalodge.com 


Your own little dive resort in 
the Bay Islands. Utila Lodge 
is the Caribbean’s SRI sanc- 
tioned whale shark research 


‘field station. 8 oceanfront, 


itian. 


Spectacular bk 
includes sea 


bell tunicates, and a real 
opportunity to see rare 
whale sharks. 


Posada Del Sol Resort 


www.posadadelsol.com 


Pamper yourself ina 
remote millionaire’s 
retreat, a Spanish Villa 
where service is grand, 
the cuisine extraordinary. 
Guanaja’s finest resort 
offers an in house 
masseuse, swimming 
pool, tennis courts, light 
tackle fishing, and, of 
course, fantastic Bay 
Island diving. 


Your Specialist in Honduras Travel Since 1981 ¢ international: 352-588-4132 ¢ email: info@roatan.com 
Explore our Complete Online Tour Catalog: www.roatan.com 











Taking a Stake in 
Protecting Coral Reefs 


BY JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU 


AS DIVERS, WE KNOW FIRSTHAND’ warming. And every now and then, the news 
about threats to coral reefs. We see attracts the attention of nondivers. The Year of 
the broken heads from irresponsible the Reef and Year of the Ocean publicized the 
divers and boats. We notice changes in turbidity that choke __ plight of this important marine ecosystem. 
corals. We see how nutrients can feed the growth of algae But despite their occasional prominence in the 
that take over healthy reefs. And if we return year after year news, reefs continued to decline. Part of the problem 
to our favorite dive sites, chances are we have noticed the is that reefs are seldom studied broadly. In fact, very 
effects of bleaching, driven, as some suspect, by global few are studied at all. For many years, there was no 
large, all-encompassing sur- 
vey that quantified the 
damage, put a price tag on 
it, and packaged the infor- 
mation in a way that policy- 
makers could understand 
and act upon. 

That has changed. 

Reefs at Risk in Southeast 
Asia is a comprehensive 
study by the World 
Resources Institute, United Nations 
Environment Program, The World 
Fish Center and the International 
Coral Reef Action Network. 

It analyzes threats, synthesizes 
known data, and uses new computer 
models to arrive at some very dis- 
turbing conclusions. 

We divers know that reefs are vul- 
nerable. But it probably comes as a 
surprise to most readers that only 8 
percent of the world’s coral reefs 
enjoy any form of protection. Of 
these, the report finds only 14 per- 
cent adequately protected, while in 
some 86 percent, the protection is 
either partial or ineffective. 

In light of these numbers, it’s easy to 
point to a host of guilty parties. WRI 
spends more time addressing what can 
be done to stop the decline. The report 
recommends expanding protected 
areas and managing them better, 
reducing overfishing and regulating 
the commerce in living reef creatures. 

Reef-check and other locally- 
based strategies seem extremely 
effective to me. Not only do they 
assist sport divers in learning the 
basics of eco-diving, they also estab- 
lish a sense of stakeholding. This is 
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Dive For Miles! 


September 7 to December 21, 2002 
7 
p /¥ 
ta, 
ow 
4\ , 


Roatan ¢ Bay Islands 
Honduras 


Complete your PADD Open Water 
1000 
Amertcar Autres AAdvantage 
netles this fall at AKR.* Our PADI 


Gelel Pal 3-Star Resort offers an 


Certification and carn 


PAD T wrstructton fron 


HOvVICE CO ENPEFT, 


arreny af 


Seleet from the following courses 


fo earn AAdvantage ieiles: 
e® PADT Oper Water 
Certification 


e PADL Open Water 


For reservations call 
800.227 DIVE (3483) 954.929.0090 
akr@anthonyskey.com 
anthonyskey.com 


‘Dive for miles offer valid for travel Sept 
Dec. 21. 2002. Other restrictions apply. 
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very important; for if people 
have an emotional investment, 
they will conserve. 

At the same time, divers from 
wealthy countries must not 
return from holiday and think 
that they have done all they 
could for reefs while in the 
tropics. Some 
problems, like 
global warm- 
ing, are root- 
ed not in the 
equatorial lat- 
itudes, but in 
industrial 

nations. The good 
news is that most 
tourists are from 
these countries and 
can actively protect 
coral reefs from afar. 

We can work to 
reduce emissions 
and support those 
policies that reduce 
our dependence on 
fossil fuels. 

We can also make 
sure that we support programs that 
address overpopulation. This trend 
continues to stress the global environ- 
ment and contribute to global warming. 

The rate of growth has slowed, but 
we are still adding 80 million people to 
the human family each year, a trend 
that will continue for the next several 
decades. Most of this growth is in the 
poorest parts of the world, and much 
of it ends up in swollen mega cities of 
the coastal zones. Here, near-shore 
marine environments are stressed 
beyond the point of no return. Not 
only is a sustainable infrastructure— 
potable water, sewage treatment— 
usually lacking in part or entirely, but 
the lure of exploiting the riches of the 
sea too often proves irresistible. 
Especially when the markets of 
wealthier nations are so lucrative, so 
undiscriminating, so insatiable. 

In Southeast Asia, the primary 
targets are coral reefs. Fish for the 
restaurant and aquarium trades are the 
chief takings. And what is left behind 
is less able to sustain life with each 
passing “harvest.” 

Tourism is said to be a good, sustain- 


Reef-check and 
other locally-based 
Strategies seem 
extremely effective 
to me. Not only do 
they assist sport 
divers in learning 
the basics of 
eco-diving, they 
establish a sense of 
stakeholding. 


able alternative. But most divers have 
seen lots of environmentally insensitive 
tourist development: mangroves razed 
for beach access; reefs dynamited for 
building material; sewage dumped in 
nearshore coral canyons. 

Tourism can, and will, do a better job 
of relieving the economic pressures on 
coastal people, but it 
must be careful not to 
undermine long-term 
prosperity by killing 
the golden goose of 
coral reefs. 

The United Nations 
Development Program 
estimates that annual 
losses due to damaged 
reefs total $2.5 billion 
in the Philippines 
and even more in 
Indonesia. These 
countries should be 
enjoying the benefits of 
possessing three-quar- 
ters of all Southeast 
Asian reefs; instead, 
due to a lack of sound 
management, these 
ecosystems could become liabilities. 

Divers have many roles to play. 
They can patronize responsible 
tourist enterprises; they can pur- 
chase fish only from sustainable pro- 
grams; they can make known their 
observations of declining reefs in 
letters to their editors. And, they can 


THE NUMBERS DON'T LIE: 


© 88% of Southeast Asia’s reefs 
are threatened 

° 64% are overfished 

e 56% are endangered by 
destructive extraction methods, 


such as dynamite fishing 

e 29% are imperiled by coastal 
development 

e 20% are suffering from the 
effects of deforestation and 
agricultural runoff 





help others make the connections 
between the gas pump and the coral 
reef, > 

To purchase or download Reefs at Risk in 
Southeast Asia, visit wwmw.wri.org/wri/ 
reefsatrisk/reefriskseasia. html. 





















SeaVision ) filters are 
made from quality 
optical material, 
not just a surface 
coating. 
















Colorful, Eyecatching 
Soft Silicone Skirts 


One of SeaVision's masks that ote : 
the quest to lead the way in Bigs 
underwater vision enhancement. | 


Bi- Hi, 


~ Your choice of lenses: 
Color-Correcting, Clear 
or MaxVision 





For the diver looking for maximum a 
lighting efficiency and who finds the — 
black silicone skirt undesirable. 






4399 35th Street North St. Petersburg, Florida P47 la a 
727.525.6906 Fax: 727.525.8074 — co 
Toll Free: 800.732.6275 Fax: 800.659.0284 





DANCER FLEET” 22 ¥> 
AMENITIES & FEATURES: 


© 24-hour a day service from our professional crew 
© Morning coffee service to your cabin 
© Gourmet dining with morning & afternoon snacks 
e Evening turndown bed service 
e Plush terry bathrobes for use onboard 
® Hair dryers (except Sea Dancer) 
© Fresh room towels daily & towels after every dive 
® Air conditioning throughout staterooms and 
all common areas (Antares - staterooms only) 
© Private ensuite bathrooms 
© Hot fresh water showers (bathtubs - Star) 
© Wide stern dive platforms with 2 exit lad- 
ders & fresh water showers (except Antares) 
® Dive platform assistance 
® Rigid deco bars (where diving is done 
from the mother ship) 
¢ Fresh water equipment/camera rinse 
® Daily E-6 processing 
Photo and video labs with light & work tables 
® Audio/video entertainment centers 
© Open air sundecks w/covered areas 


PACKAGE INCLUSIONS: 


© Airport transfers ‘ 

: | c } ° Breakfast, lunch and dinner, plus snacks ee 

| ll i Le . 1 ® Non-alcoholic and alcoholic beverages — 
: } © Up to four or five dives daily ec es 

© Filled tanks, weights and weightbelt oe 
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just wait till you see our prices! 





SM : 
Check-out our Internet Site at: 


www.peterhughes.com 
for periodic specials! 
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5723 NW 158th Street / Miami Lakes / Florida 33014 





Local Phone: 305-669-9391 ® Fax: 305-669-9475 We, 
1-800-9-DANCER Pins t 
e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com Dive Test Fleet 


* Grand Turk * Providenciales * Galapagos Islands * Bahamas * Belize * Los Roques * Silver Bank * Palau * Papua New Guinea ° Bali 





Shedding Some Light on Strobes 


BY MARTY SNYDERMAN 


What strobe do you recommend for advanced underwater 
photographers? —Yom B., Gadsden, AL 


THERE IS NO ONE RIGHT ANSWER 
to Tom’s question. What is right 
for Tom depends on how he dives 
and what he wants to accomplish 
in photographic terms. As an 
advanced photographer, Tom 
knows that strobes simultaneous- 
ly provide light for exposure, while enabling him to “paint” 
colors into the foreground subjects of his images; and he 
knows his budget and whether he expects to be using one or 
two strobes. Given these assumptions, here are some other 
factors that you, like Tom, will want to consider. 

Consider where and how you expect to dive so you can 
choose between strobes that use disposable batteries and those 
that use rechargeable batteries. If you spend time in remote 
areas where the supply of electricity is not available or reliable, 
consider the benefits offered by strobes that are powered by 
disposable batteries. On the other hand, if you are likely to 
have access to a reliable supply of electricity, then strobes that 
use rechargeable batteries, or battery packs, might be a better 
choice. In many scenarios, carrying spares will give you plen- 


A 


ty of battery power for multiple hours of shooting in 
remote areas. Be aware that strobes accommodating 
disposable batteries are likely to allow the use of 
rechargeable batteries as well, but some strobes only 
accept rechargeable battery packs. That could be a 
problem in some remote areas. 

Another major factor to consider is the type of 
photographs you want to create. For macro images, 
the intensity of the beam emitted by a strobe is 
critical, because often you want to maximize your 
depth-of-field. This means the more powerful the 
strobe, the better. You can compare the intensity of 
the emitted light by comparing guide numbers (not 
watt seconds) of various strobes. Also, smaller is usually bet- 
ter in the macro world, because you will probably be work- 
ing in the tight confines of reef systems. 

For wide-angle photography, you will want strobes that 
offer multiple power settings, so you can “balance” the inten- 
sity of the light emitted by your strobe with the intensity of 
sunlight in any given shooting situation. The best strobes for 
covering wide-angle lenses are usually larger than macro 
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The fine details and vibrant colors of this 
scorpionfish could not have been properly 


Pps photographed*without the use of a strobe. 
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Dive For Miles! 
September 7 to December 21, 2002 


Roatan « Bay Islands 
Honduras 


7 Night all-inclusive 


“ryomance” packages from 
$1,995* per couple 


Complete dive or snorkel 
packages featuring upgraded 
accommodations, dolphin 
program & video, and more! 


Plus earn 5000 American 
Airlines AAdvantage milcs** 
per person, up to 10,000 miles 

per room, when you travel to 
AKR this fall. 


forthe pervect Raveymoon oF 
roRcnidc ecitaany eel 
800.227. DIVE(3483) 


954.929.0090 
akr@anthonyskey.com 


anthonyskey.com 


*Raie is per couple for a 7 night dive or snorkel 
honeymoon package. 16% hotel tax not included, 
Valid for travel Sept., Oct., Nov. 1-23, Dec. 1-21, 2002 
**Dive for miles offer valid for travel from Sept. 7 to 
Dec. 21. 2002 and must be booked and paid in full by 
July 15, 2002. Other restrictions apply: 
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S strobes. Although you often 


gain power (one to two f/stops), 
the increased size is primarily 
due to the need to create a wide 
beam angle. You need to accept 
the added size and weight to 
gain the desired features. 
Recycle time is a very impor- 
tant consideration. The shorter 
the recycle time, the better your 
chance to bracket the exposure 
of moving subjects and to com- 


| MANY PROSUMER DIGITAL STILL 


cameras come with a zoom lens. As a 
rule, these lenses have a field of view 
and a zoom range that is the equiva- 
lent of a 35 mm to 105 mm zoom lens 
in the world of film-based 35 mm still 


- cameras. However, instead of stating a 
| 35 mm equivalency or the range of 


the field of view in terms of the vary- 


| most 3X and 4X digital 
| cameras is quite good, in 
| terms of both the angle of 
| view and the length of the 
' zoom for topside photogra- 
| phy, most of the lenses are 


ing focal lengths, a digital zoom lens is 


| often described as a 3X or 4X lens, a 
- description that defines the 
relationship between the 
| widest and most narrow 


angles of view. 
While the zoom range of 


| not as wide as we would like for 
| underwater work. As is the case with 
film cameras, in order to record a 
_ high-quality wide-angle scene with a 
| digital camera, you want to get as 
| close to your foreground subjects as 


agi ee 
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possible and use a wide-angle lens. 
Recognizing that the field of view 
of the lenses on most prosumer digital 
cameras is not as wide as we'd like, 
several manufacturers have developed 
wide-angle adapters, which help alle- 
viate this problem. The Canon 





pose a variety of frames before subjects 


swim away. 


If you use a prosumer digital 
camera, you want your strobe to have 
the option of low power settings 
to avoid overexposing foreground 


subjects, 


as the lenses on most 


prosumer digital cameras don’t close 
down as small as most film lenses. The 
rheostat-like control of some new 
digital strobes is an extremely valuable 


feature for digital shooters. 


AS ARR IT RE RE IS PIP OE 


PowerShot S300 Digital Elph distrib- 
uted by Sea & Sea, allows the use of 


Sea & Sea’s 16 mm and 20 mm Wide | 


Angle Conversion Lenses to widen 
the field of view to accommodate 
wide-angle shooting. Light and 
Motion offers the Wetmate Ultra 
Wide-Angle Lens, which provides a 


100-degree angle of view and the | 
Tetra Wide-Angle Lens with an 80- | 
degree angle of view, when used with 


Beautiful wide-angle shots are 
possible with digital cameras. 


most Olympus C-series cameras 
(Olympus C-4040 is the latest model) 


and their Tetra housing. The Inon | 
Wide-Angle Lens, as well as Sea & | 
Sea’s Wide-Angle Conversion Lens | 
.56X, can be used with a variety of | 


Ikelite housings for a selection of dig- 


ital cameras to accommodate the | 
desire to go wide. The angle of view | 
achieved with these adapters varies | 
with the angle of view that can be | 
attained with various zoom lenses on | 


the cameras being housed. 
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WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT 
UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY? 


Take an online course at Marty Snyderman’s School of Underwater 


Photography at www.skin-diver.com. This comprehensive course consists 
of nine interactive classes taken at your convenience. 

























wwweSkin-diver-com 


There is a world of reasons why divers and snorkelers are so passionate about their 
sport. It means traveling to beautiful destinations. It means interacting with nature 
in its most breathtaking settings. It means high excitement and encounters with the 
marine world's most awesome creatures: And much; much more. 


Tropical Destination Travel * Learning to Dive ¢ Dive and 
Snorkeling Equipment * Underwater Photography 


couse | FOr all that diving and snorkeling have to offers 
PPE visit us online at www-Skin-diver.com 
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Skin Diver magazine, 6420 wilshire boulevard, los angeles, ca 90048, fax (323)782-2121, e-mail:skindiver @ primediacmmg.com 
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Let our All-Diver Staff find that 


Perfect Dive Vacation 


~ DIVE KADAVU 


bap | 
mn 


Kadavu is one of the most beautiful islands in all of Fiji. 
Accommodations are in comfortable Fijian style bures. Kadavu has 
many remarkable sights. Rain Forest capped hills behind the resort 
offer many hiking trails. Diving, snorkeling, kayaking, wind surfing, 
or just relaxing on their beautiful white sand beach directly in front 
of the resort go hand-in-hand at Kadavu. A true Fijian village locat- 
ed within about a 10-minute walk from the resort is a must-visit. 
With a wonderful staff of friendly faces to come with the package, 
this is truly one of the best values in Fiji.Packages should be 
reserved as far in advance as possible! 


Curacao's first all-inclusive Diver Resort 
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vacation value including diving, casino, tennis, water sports and 
mini golf. All meals, drinks and entertainment included for one 
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Traders Ridge is the only 5 

competitive prices to all other resorts on YAP! The only swimming 
pool on YAP! Personal room steward assigned to your room for 
your convenience. Resort is styled in unique 1800’s Victorian 
architecture. Cultural tours arranged at resort as well. Come see 
the famous Manta Rays of YAP and stay in style. Sea Kayaking 
available at resort as well, as world class diving. This is a per- 
fect combination trip with Palau as well. Call and book your 
space today! 


BIG BLUE EXPLORER 


INE (aUi-MyZelate(-\akelmini-M ol oMEUTLMOI-MelmuleMulesmeltZclcmuteliats 
life on the planet. The Big Blue Explorer is the latest live-aboard to 
ol] Mal-1e- Pa Ce oMMolsT-MNol mm iT -MLiCok MR] elKe 0] 0)(-MMINZ-we] eleYol co kMET) 
Palau. At 167 ft. in length it is an extremely stable vessel and is a 
great choice for either first time live-aboard divers or advanced 
divers. 9 private cabins with private bathroom facilities, also offer- 
Tive Wael Mme lite Mee) (o MUZel-Lamelale Moll ecocolalellitolaliive Mee) ice) (to MNT aM =toLel 
cabin. Meals are served buffet-style and are excellent! Ocean 
Kayaks are on board for your pleasure, snorkeling can easily be 
done from this vessel as well. This boat ONLY takes 18 divers so 
make your reservations early! 
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Caymans 


Costa Rica 


Cozumel 


Curacao 


Dominica 


Palau 


Truk 


Turks & 


Caicos 


St. Lucia 
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CALL: 1-800-737-DIVE (3483) 
PHONE: 630-972-2320 or FAX: 680-972-2329 
EMAIL: Udive @ultimatedivetravel.com 
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PHOTOS: (ILLUSTRATION) VALERIE TAYLOR; (VALERIE AND SHARK) RON TAYLOR 


AUSTRALIANS RON AND 
Val ‘Taylor are a husband 
and wife diving team 
who redefine the phrase: 
“Legends in their own 
time.” If you have been 
living in a small cave in 
the high Himalayas or confined to an institute for the past 45 
years, then I direct you to log onto the ol’ debbil Internet, fire 
up your favorite search engine and search “Val Ron Taylor 
Shark.” You will be rewarded with more interesting pages 
than you can shake your digeridoo at! There are no Australian 
divers who don’t know them—none. I was in Sydney a few 































But [Valerie Taylor's] pieces 
that make me smile most with 
delight are from a whimsical 
enchanted undersea world 
that exists only in her mind. 


months ago, and I watched a sold out auditorium rise to their 
feet, clapping nonstop, as Ron and Val stood onstage, smiling. 
They belong to Australia—and through their internationally 
acclaimed films, videos, stills, books and appearances, they 
belong to all of us in the underwater world. 

Ron Taylor is quiet and reserved, almost shy. He expresses 
himself best in his moving and still images, carefully blending 
science, education and adventure with a skill developed from 


Art and Artists, 
Underwater, Part 1 


BY PHIL NUYTTEN 


many decades of practice. 
He works in an airy studio 
structure adjacent to the 
Taylor house, which is in a 
quiet area just outside Sydney. As I walked through 

the garden to his studio, Valerie waved at the bright- 

ly colored grifters in her birdfeeder and said, “They 

make a bloody awful noise, but I love them.” 

Ron has recently switched from analog to digital 
film editing, and the studio now contains the multi-gig 
storage towers and the large high-resolution monitors, 
indicating that he is fully committed. At one end of a 
long edit bench, Ron brushed his hand along the top 
of a massive solid aluminum, made-in-Germany, 16 geo!) 
mm/35 mm, 6-plate, film editing machine. “Hardto 
chuck it,” he said wistfully, “such beautiful workman- 
ship, though I'll probably never use it again, now that 
Ive converted all our old stuff to digital tape.” 

If Ron is quiet, then Val is the opposite: laughing, 
poking gently with a sly, acerbic, sense of humor. In 
their films, Ron is both cameraman and straight man 
to Val’s dry wit. They share film credits, but Val read- 
ily acknowledges that Ron 1s the technician, the film- 
maker. Making moving images 1s their “day job,” and 
they do it exceptionally well. 

But Valerie has another bright facet: she is an exceptionally 
gifted painter. She portrays the undersea world in different 
ways —sometimes in single, minimal strokes that define line 
and form and produce an immediate sense of recognition from 
fellow divers. On the other hand, some of her large paintings 
are photographically realistic portraits of the creatures of the 
sea; work that rivals the best of famous surface naturalist artists. 

But her pieces that make 
me smile most with delight are from 
a whimsical enchanted undersea 
world that exists only in her mind. 
Val did these fantastic watercolors, 
g originally, to illustrate her children’s 
stories. They were immediately 
successful and, at the request of 
readers, were reproduced as a series 
of limited edition prints. Each print 
is checked by Val’s critical eye 
before being titled, signed and numbered by hand. 

The Taylors’ house is filled with the originals of her work, 
as well as the art of others. A strikingly accurate portrait of 
a shark (painted by Val as a birthday gift to Ron) hangs next 
to a fish-tailed sea-nymph. These pictures produce a rich 
swirl of colors and textures, intermittently studded with 
Ron and Val’s photographic prints. 

Val speaks nonchalantly about her work, but you don’t 
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LD Valerie Taylor's 
. : day job. 








have to be a medium to sense that there is a fierce 
joy in her ability to create such images—to have the 
skills to allow others to see through her eyes. As my 
wife has quietly said, “How wonderful.’’ What a 
genuine pleasure it’s been over the years to be 
moved, again and again, by the product of Val’s 
talents and visions. You may never get to meet her, 
or dive with her and Ron, but if you can look at her 
art, it will give you a small insight into her charac- 
ter. And so it is with art. 

When I left Australia, en route to a few days diving in 
Fiji, I thought a lot about underwater art and diving 
artists in general. Reaching way back, I thought about 

the late John Steel. Steel (1921-1998) was the first artist 

= to have a painting appear on the cover of Skin Diver. 
The October 1953 cover shows a spearfisherman about 

to shish-kabob a California cabezon (Giant Marbled 
ls: Sculpin). The painting is unique for its unusual 
perspective and the accurate depiction of the equipment of the 
time. Since SDM was still a black-and-white format, the cover 
aeEteY ina ree hue and was republished in July 1955 

_— , in the full, rich 
colors of its 
original paint. 
Cover paintings 
were popular in 


_— 








the early days 
of underwater 
magazines, be- 
cause the artist 
could portray 
those scenes 
that we divers could sdesiall see, but that the cameras, film 
and techniques of the day couldn’t yet capture. John Steel went 
on to paint 20 more covers for this magazine, as well as various 
covers for other underwater publications. Because of the body 
of this accurately dated work, it’s possible to see the distinct 
maturation of his technique as the years passed. I was taken 
with his work in the 1950s and hoped that one day I might own 
some of it. That turned out to be one of those small ambitions 
that are so sweet when they are finally realized. Steel’s work is 
eagerly sought by collectors, today, and his originals and litho- 
graphs fetch prices that would have astounded him then—but, 
of course, that is often the case with artists and their art. 

As the Fiji express droned on, my thoughts turned to the 
hundreds of thousands, or even swillions, of avid scuba divers 
whose walls are not filled with underwater art. Where, I won- 
dered, is the work of skilled professionals like Val Taylor and 
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the many others. A number of names spring to mind, artists 
whose works I personally admire and have on my walls: Andre 
Laban, Pascal Lecocg, Michelle Gagnan, Ron Cobb, Clyde 
Olcott and many others. 

Why is it that fervent divers who love the undersea world 
with a very real passion don’t seem to indulge themselves in 
art that is specifically created with them in mind? A CD for 
the eyes, pixels of brush strokes instead of electrons. 

The more I thought about it, the more one possible answer 
stood out in my mind—perhaps a lot of divers simply don’t 
know about them. 

Well, Holy Canvas, Batperson! | say to myself ( I often 
affect various accents and expressions when speaking pri- 
vately to meinzelf—but I am always socially correct). Maybe 
I could help with that. In the next couple of Newt articles, I 
propose to look at an eclectic mix of underwater art and 
artists. Please bear in mind that the illustrations that you see 
reproduced here simply do not do the originals justice (like a 
smooch over the phone can’t compare to the real thing!). 

Another thing to bear in mind is that the artists mentioned 
here and in the next couple of issues are the ones that I, 
personally, am passionate about. But that’s the glorious thing 
about art, generally, it is so very personal, one man’s Dali is 
another man’s Al Capp. You may think that the artists that I 
get all trembly about actually suck big time, but, somehow, I 
don’t think that will be the case. 


| was taken with [John Steel’s] work in the 
1950s and hoped that one day | might own 
some of it. That turned out to be one of those 
small ambitions that are so sweet when they 
are finally realized. 


In the meantime, start sniffin’ around on your own. If you 
find something you like, buy it! It is an immutable law of 
nature that you will never regret paying too much for some- 
thing you really like, but you will never, never, forget a piece 
of art that you really wanted but thought it was a little too 
high at the time! Oh, man ...have I been there! 

And now, back to that talented Ozzie “Sheila” (female) that 
we started with: If you’re interested in the work of Valerie 
Taylor, fax her in Oz (Australia) at (61) 2 94174200, for avail- 
ability, information, titles and prices. (Nope, I don’ get no 
Newt commissions.) And, if you are a die-hard “Shark Week” 
fan, get a copy of the Taylors’ book Great Shark Writings. Peter 
Benchley (Jams) said: “One of the book’s many virtues is that 
the Taylors have demonstrated that the truth about sharks is 
spectacular enough. Sharks don’t need a boost from fiction.” 

And, stay tuned for Part 2 with Andre Laban and Pascal 

Lecocq, which will, God-willing, appear in the October 
issue, 
For an overview of Fohn Steel’s life and work, check out Historic 
Diver (# 19, Spring, 1999 issue), the quarterly publication of the 
EMistoric Diving Society—USA. It 1s available as a back issue at the 
HDS website: www hds.org. 









FIND YOUR ELEMENT IN 
THE CAYMAN ISLANDS. 





Perhaps you'll find it in yourself as you glide along 


the Caribbean's most dramatic sea walls. Or in 
someone you love as, together, you stroll along our 
white sand beaches. Maybe you'll find it in a new 
friend, an old face or just a warm familiar feeling. It's 
your element and, this summer, we invite you to find it 
in the Cayman Islands. Just call 1-800-4 CAYMAN, Ext. 0 
or visit our web site (www.caymanislands.ky/h2go) to 
receive your “MY ELEMENT” card, which you can use 
to enjoy special rates on dining, attractions, water 


sports, dive trips, shopping and more. 





FIND YOUR ELEMENT AND YOU 
COULD FIND YOURSELF WITH 

ONE OF THESE GREAT PRIZES 
EACH MONTH _——— 





GRAND PRIZE: a trip for two 
to the Cayman Islands. 


Second prize: a SeaLife 
$L121 Digital DC200 
underwater camera. 





5 Third prizes: SeaLife 
SportDiver SL545 
underwater cameras. 
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ANSWER THESE 3 QUESTIONS, 
AND YOU CAN ENTER TO WIN A FREE 
CAYMAN ISLANDS VACATION! 


Find the answers to the questions below in your free 
"Cayman Islands H2GO Vacation Planning Guide” or on 

our web site (www.caymanislands.ky/h2go). Send in your 
answers for a chance to win a free Cayman Islands vacation. 


"Sister Islands.” 


to swim with the stingrays? (Hint: You'll find it in 
the waters around Grand Cayman.) 


3. What year did Christopher Columbus discover the 
Cayman Islands? (Hint: Check out “Cayman by the 
Numbers.”) 





See official rules on back for 
details including entry methods 
and eligibility requirements. 














OFFICIAL RULES 


NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN A PRIZE. A PURCHASE WILL NOT IMPROVE YOUR CHANCES OF WIN- 
NING. 


1. Sweepstakes open to legal residents of the US and Wash. DC age 18 or older. The Cayman Islands H2GO “Find your 
element” Sweepstakes (the "Sweepstakes") begins at 12:01 a.m. Eastern Time (ET) on 5/1/02 and ends 11:59 p.m. (ET) on 
10/31/02 ("Entry Period"). There will be six monthly drawings during the Entry Period. HOW TO ENTER: There are three 
methods of entry. Entry Method #1: To enter online, visit the www.caymanislands.ky/h2go web site and follow all online entry 
instructions, including completing and submitting the online entry form and answering all sweepstakes questions. Online 
entries must be received by 11:59 PM (ET) on 10/31/02. Entry Method #2: To enter by mail with an official entry form, hand 
print your name, address, telephone number, e-mail address and your answers to the sweepstakes questions requested on 
official entry form, insert in envelope and mail to P.O. Box address in Method #3. Entry Method #3: To enter by mail without 
an official entry form, hand-print your name, address, telephone number, email address and your answers to the sweepstakes 
questions on a postcard and mail to: The Cayman Islands H2GO “Find Your Element” Sweepstakes, P.0. Box 9179, Medford, 
NY 11763-9179. All mail-in entries must be postmarked by 10/31/02 and received by 11/7/02. Answers to the sweepstakes 
questions can be found online at www.caymanislands.ky/h2go or in our H2GO Vacation Planning Guide. To obtain a free 
guide, call 1-800-4-CAYMAN, ext. 0 between 9 AM 5 PM (ET) during Mon. - Fri. [All requests for guides must be received by 
5 PM (ET) on 9/27/02.| To be eligible for a given monthly drawing, answers to the sweepstakes questions must be correct. 
All entries become the property of Sponsor and will not be returned or acknowledged. Limit: One received email or mail-in 
entry per person per month. In the event of a dispute over the identity of an online entrant, entry will be deemed submitted 
by the holder of the e-mail account. Mass entries or entries generated by a script, macro or use of automated devices will 


be disqualified. No mechanical reproductions ee ie Photocopied or incomplete entries are void. PRIZES/ODDS: Six (6) — 
t 


Grand Prizes (one awarded per month during the Entry Period) of a 7 nights/ 6 days trip for two to Cayman Islands are guar- 
anteed to be awarded. Approximate retail value (ARV) of each trip prize: $3,500.00; depending in location of winner and 
fares at time of departure. Each trip prize includes round-trip coach airfare to/from the winner's primary residence, double 
occupancy hotel accommodations and 6 daily local diving trips for winner plus 1 guest. Travel must be completed within 10 
months from date the prize is awarded. Parent or legal guardian must accompany a traveling minor. Travel subject to avail- 
ability and certain blackout dates may apply. Six (6) Second Prizes (one awarded per month during the Entry Period): A 
SeaLife121 Digital DC 200 Underwater Camera (ARV: $549.95 each). Thirty (30) Third Prizes (five awarded per month during 
the Entry Period): A SeaLife 545 SportDiver Underwater Camera (ARV: $100.00 each). Maximum ARV of all prizes: 
$26,299.70. Prizes are not transferable or redeemable for cash and no substitution of prize by a winner is permitted. All taxes 
and any other incidental expenses are the sole responsibility of each winner. Odds of winning depend on the number of eli- 
gible entries received per monthly drawing, estimated at 1: 266, 667. WINNER SELECTION: One winner will be selected per 
month for a total of six months beginning on 5/1/02 and ending on 10/31/02. The first entry containing the correct answers 
to the sweepstakes questions that is selected at random from among all eligible entries received during that month will be 
declared that month's winner. Each monthly random drawing will be held within 15 days of the end of that month. Limit: 
one prize per person. To be eligible for a given monthly drawing your online entry must be received between 12:01 AM (ET) 
on the first day of the month and 11:59 PM (ET) on the last day of that given month. Your mail-in entry must be postmarked 
between the first day of that month and the last day of that given month and received within 7 days thereafter. For any 
given mail-in entry deadline that falls on a Sunday or federal holiday, those entries will also be accepted on the next busi- 
ness day. If during any month no entries are received for the monthly drawing, that month's prize will be awarded as an 
additional prize in the following month, provided a sufficient number of entries are received for that month. This process 
will be repeated until all monthly prizes are awarded. If no entries are received for the last monthly drawing, then the final 
monthly prize will be awarded from among all eligible entries received in the previous months. WINNER NOTIFICATION : All 
random drawings will be conducted under supervision of an independent judging organization whose decisions are final and 
binding. Each winner will be notified by mail, or phone or email within 14 days after the drawing. To be declared a winner, 
all potential winners must complete & return an affidavit of eligibility and liability/publicity release within 14 days of date 
specified on notification, or an alternate winner will be selected. Travel companion must execute a travel release prior to 
travel. Winner and travel companion are responsible for obtaining proper documentation (i.e, passports) prior to travel. 
Prizes will be awarded within 30 days after prize notification or receipt of properly executed affidavit. If an affidavit or prize 
notification is returned as undeliverable, it will result in disqualification, and the corresponding prize will be awarded to an 
alternate winner in a separate random drawing from all non-winning eligible entries. Entry & acceptance of prize constitute 
permission to use a winner's name, prize won, hometown & likeness for promotional purposes without further compensa- 
tion, except where prohibited by law. ADDITIONAL RULES: Entrants assume all liability for any injury, loss or damage caused 
or claimed to be caused by your participation in the Sweepstakes and/or the acceptance, awarding, receipt, use and/or mis- 
use of any prize, and release Sponsor, its respective affiliates, subsidiaries, directors, employees and agents, and all others 
associated with the development and execution of this sweepstakes from any such liability. Winners acknowledge that 
Sponsor and all other companies concerned with this sweepstakes and their agents do not make, nor are in any manner 
responsible for, any warranty, representations, expressed or implied, in fact or in law, relative to the quality, conditions or fit- 
ness of any aspects of the prizes. Sponsor does not make, nor in any manner will be responsible for, any warranty, represen- 
tation or guarantee relating to the camera prizes; provided, however, all prizes will be subject to the manufacturer's stan- 
dard warranty. LIST OF WINNERS: For a list of winners (available after 12/31/02), send a stamped, self-addressed stamped 
envelope by 10/31/02 to: “Find your element" Sweepstakes Winners, P.O. Box 9183, Medford, NY 11763-9183. SPONSOR: 
Cayman Islands Department of Tourism, The Pavillion, Cricket Square, P.0. Box 67 GT, George Town, Grand Cayman, B.W.I. 
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PARTICIPATING 
CAYMAN ISLANDS 
H2GO PARTNERS. 








Sponsors: : 
Sunshine Suites Resort-A Summerfield Suites by 


_ Wyndham, On the Bay Condos, The Club at Little 
_ Cayman, Brac Aquatics, Cayman Diving Lodge, Sunset 


House and Sunset Divers, Beach Club Colony, Spanish 


_ Bay Reef Resort, Cayman Inn and Resort and Diver's 
Down, Treasure Island Resort and Bob Soto's Reef — 


Divers, Hyatt Regency Grand Cayman and Red Sail 
Sports, Grand Cayman Marriott Beach Resort and Red 
Sail Sports, Comfort Suites and Don Foster's Dive, 


Cobalt Coast Resort and Dive Tech. 


Participants: 

Hotels 

Brac Reef Beach Resort, Beach Club Colony Resort, Cayman Inn & 
Resort, Cobalt Coast Resort & Suites, Comfort Suites, Grand Cayman 
Marriott Beach Resort, Holiday inn Resort, Hyatt Regency Grand 
Cayman, Indies Suites, Little Cayman Beach Resort, Morritt's Tortuga 
Club & Resort, Seaview Hotel & Dive Resort, Spanish Bay Reef Resort, 
Sunset House, Sunshine Suites Resort - a Summerfiled Suites by 
Wyndham, The Reef, Treasure Island Resort, Westin Casuarina Hotel. 
Condos 

Britannia Villas, Christopher Columbus Condos, Crescent Point Condos, 
Discovery Point Club, Lacovia Condominiums, Regal Beach Club, 
Seagull Condominiums, Tamarind Bay Condos, Treasure Island 
Condominiums, Villas of the Galleon. 

Restaurants 

Almond Tree/Tree House, Britannia, Casa Havana, Castaways, Chicken! 
Chicken!, Cimboco, Cracked Conch, David's Restaurant, Deckers, DJ's 
Restaurant & Cantina, Duppies, Eats Cafe, Edoardo's Restaurant, 
Ferdinands, Governor's Terrace Restaurant, Grille Restaurant, 
Hemmingways, Lazy Lizard, Lighthouse Restaurant, Lobster Pot 
Restaurant, London House, Lone Star Bar & Grill, Mangrove Grill, 
Naked Fish Restaurant, Outback Steakhouse, Peninsula Restaurant, 
Rum Point Restaurant, Seagrape Café, Seaharvest Restaurant, 
Smugglers Cove, Stingers Bar & Restaurant, Subway, Windows Lounge. 
Watersports 

Aquanauts Diving, Atlantis Submarine Adventures Cayman, 

Bayside Watersports, Black Princess Charters, Bob Soto's Reef Divers, 
Capt. Crosby's Watersports, Capt. Don's Cayman Diver, Captain 
Marvin's Watersports, Cayman Delight Cruises, Cayman Diving Lodge, 
Cayman Submariners, DiveTech, Divi Dive & Photo Tiara - Cayman Brac, 
Don Foster's Dive Cayman, Eden Rock Diving Center, Island Girl 
Charters, Jolly Roger, Ocean Frontiers, Pirates Point Resort, Red Sail 
Sports, Reef Divers | - Little Cayman, Reef Divers Il - Cayman Brac, 
Resort Sports, Seaview Dive Center, Sunset Divers, Tortuga Divers, 
Treasure Island Divers. 

Weddings & Honeymoons 

Brac Reef Beach Resort, Beach Club Colony Resort, Beachcomber, 
Cobalt Coast Resort & Suites, Grand Cayman Marriott Beach Resort, 
Grand Old House, Holiday Inn Resort, Hyatt Regency Grand Cayman, 
Indies Suites, Little Cayman Beach Resort, Plantana, Seaview Hotel & 
Dive Resort, The Anchorage, Treasure Island Resort, Westin Casuarina 
Hotel. 

Golf 

Sunrise Family Golf Centre 

Nightclubs 

Insomnia, Matrix, Next Level 

Car & Jeep Rental 

Andy's Rent A Car, Brac Rent-A-Car, Budget Rent A Car, Cayman Auto 
Rentals, CICO Avis Rent-A-Car, Coconut Car Rentals, Soto's Jeep and 
Car Rental, Sunshine Car Rentals/Cayman Convertible, Thrifty Car 
Rental. 

Bicycle Rental 

Soto's Jeep and Car Rental, Sunshine Car Rentals/Cayman Convertible. 
Spas & Salons 

Brac Reef Beach Resort, Eclipze Hair Design & Day Spa, Gary Callan 
International, Little Cayman Beach Resort, Spa Esprit. 

Retailers 

Bob Soto's Reef Divers, Bob Soto's Reef Divers Signature Store, 
Captain Marvin's Watersports, DiveTech, Eden Rock Diving Center, 
Beach Club Colony Resort (Hotel Gift Shop), Spanish Bay Reef 

Resort (Hotel Gift Shop), Mermaid's Gift Shop, Polly's Landing, 

Reef Divers | - Little Cayman, Reef Divers {1 - Cayman Brac, 

Seaview Dive Center, Treasure Island Divers. 

Kids 

Hyatt Regency Grand Cayman, Resort Sports. 











FIND YOUR ELEMENT THIS SUMMER 


From the exhilaration of Bloody Bay Wall to the fun of Stingray City, whatever your element, you'll 

find it this summer in the sparkling waters of the Cayman Islands. Call 1-800 4-CAYMAN Ext. 0 or visit 
our web site (caymanislands.ky/h2go) to order your free Cayman Islands H2GO Vacation Planning 
Guide. Inside you'll discover everything you need to plan the summer's best dive vacation, including 
a “MY ELEMENT” card good for special rates on equipment rentals, ee, 
underwater photography and more. Request your Planning Guide now, OAT RY 


At 
and you could win a free Cayman Islands H2GO vacation. This summer, t A VND anes 
find adventure, find excitement, find yourself in the Cayman Islands. IS S a 
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BY RYAN ALLEN AND DARYL CARSON 
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Sand Dollar is proud to announce the construction of a new pier and guest gear 
Storage facility, scheduled for completion in August. 
The new facilities will be located at the south end of the property allowing 
for easy drive up access and will improve both shore and boat access. 
Bari reef, eye in front of the resort, is rated #1 in species diversity in the Caribbean. | 
urewill operate the facilities headed up by Andre Nahr, 


the former managing director of Sand Dollar & Photo. 
The! new operahon Wi we sekiatl te pany: irs ices hls ne Bast 
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| - Brices are p pp based om 4 or 6 persons im 2 or 3 bdrm. comdos. and imclude 7 might’s 
: 1 ion oe ms im our fully equipped waterfromt comdomimiums. Calli for st or 
im prices. 


* 6 days of unlimited shore diving, 6 boat dives. alll service charges amd tars. 
* Up to 2 childrem (under the age of 12) cam stay FREE im amy ome umiit! 
* Book 5 nights mow and receive the Gth FREE. Divers receive Sth day of divimg FREE! 


Sand Dollar Comdominieum Resort, Borai 


U.S: Reservations: 1-500-255-4772 
e-mail: wsreservations@ sarek 


Bonmaire: 399°) 717-3735. Pak (509) ' 


e@-yrpaih: invite expel clear bee 
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Dacor Black Tiger Fins 


Splitting from the pack on the split fin design, Dacor’s fin 
design hopes hinge on, well, a hinge. More accurately called 
Optimized Pivoting Blade technology, it is found in Dacor’s newest 
fin line. The Black Tiger (pictured) is the latest release and 
applies OPB technology to the company’s beefiest blade to 
date. Targeted at divers who wear more, go farther and 
stay longer, the Black Tigers should appeal to the cold 

water and technical crowds. The two hinge-like 
devices on each side of the blade complement the 
angled foot pocket, and are designed to keep the 
blade at the most efficient angle of attack through- 
out the kick cycle. Also of note are the heel strap 
buckles. They incorporate a slider catch security system 


that locks the buckle in place, but can 


be easily released by sliding a small tab. 


Dacor: (203) 852-7079, 
www.divedacor.com === 





Caribbean Pacitic’s 
Virgin Sol Skin Care 

You might want to spend all your 
spare time on the water, under the 
intense glare of the sun, but you prob- 
ably don’t want your skin to show it. 
Caribbean Pacific’s Virgin Sol skin 
care products are organic, chemical- 
free, 100 percent natural and 
biodegradable. 

The SolCremes (SPF 4, 8, 15 & 25) 
protect against ultraviolet radiation of 
both UVB and UVA rays. Even your 
children can get a head start with 
waterproof, tear-free Karibbean Kidz 
SPF 25, which is specially formulated 
for young, sensitive skin. And for 
those in need of hydrating, there’s 
Kukui Body Creme, which rejuve- 
nates dry, overexposed skin by replen- 
ishing essential nutrients and moistur- 
izing. Alas, for those times when the 
sun and harsh climate gets the best of 
you, Tea Tree Burn Relief can relieve 
pain and discomfort. There is also a 
20 SPF lip balm to help prevent your 
smile from flaking off. Caribbean 
Pacific Natural Products, Inc.: (407) 226- 
8889, www.cpskincare.com “= 








Apollo Bio-metal Mask 

The Apollo Bio-metal Mask features a lightweight aluminum frame, designed to minimize 
the center pillar and eliminate obstruction to the field of vision—as can occur with 
twin lens masks. This design also keeps the 4 mm tempered glass lenses flat against 
the face, thus lessening the distortion that can be caused by the non-alignment of | 
the center of the lens with the actual center of your eye. This unique frame | 
design is also free of a mask strap buckle. Instead, the soft buckle is formec 
as part of the soft silicone skirt. The skirt is very comfortable and form 
fitting to a variety of face shapes and sizes. : 

The mask is available with a silver frame and clear flange, or black frame and ° 
limited edition colors are a metallic red frame with clear flange, and a metallic blue 
frame with either a clear or black flange. 


Apollo Sports USA: (800) 231-0909, www.apollosportsusa.com > 











Oceanic Versa Computers 

Two words to describe the Versa 
computers from Oceanic: simple and 
flexible. Both the Versa (pictured) and * © 
the Versa PRO computers incorporate Which of th ese olives you 
Oceanic staples like dive-time remain- H 
ing and color bar graphs. And, new Warm Fuzzies ¢ 
large, digital displays of current depth 
and dive time remaining emphasize 
this all-important data. However, 
these computers live up to their name- 
sake by giving divers a great deal of 
versatility in how other information is 
displayed. Divers can customize many 
display features before, or even dur- 
ing, a dive. These include maximum 
depth, bottom time and time of day. 

The nitrox capable Versa PRO takes 
these features a few extra steps by 
allowing divers to also utilize “Smart- 
Glo” backlighting, customizable audi- 
ble alarms and a specially-synchro- 
nized flashing LED light that matches 
the audible alarms. Oceanic: (510) 562- Kittens are sweet but the answer is B 


0500, www.oceanicww.com == 








Nothing gives you a warmer feeling than 
earning cash and discounts. Get three 
friends to complete their PADI Open Water 
class and we'll send you a check for $50. 
Plus there are now over $10,000 in savings 
for you to collect when you get your friends “GN 

and families diving. With specials on travel, bh \ / 
equipment, and training, the world is now ; 
your dive oyster. So what are you waiting PADI 
for? Go to padi.com for full details and your padi.com 
downloadable form today. 









* PADI employees, PADI IRRA Members, PADI Professionals, and their employees and families are 
not eligible for this program. PADI is not responsible for any late, lost, or undelivered forms. This 
offer is valid to U.S. residents only and expires 31 August 2002. All completed forms must be post 
marked by 31 August 2002. See padi.com for official rules and restrictions. 
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a bodygiove.com 


THE EXCURSION ROUND TOE DIVE BOOT 


¢ AVAILABLE IN 5mm AND 6.5mm 

¢ PLATINUM GLIDESKIN™ INTERIOR, REDUCES 
WATER ENTRY AND KEEPS YOU WARM 

e SIDE ZIP- SMOOTHSKIN ZIPPER BARRIER 
MINIMIZES WATER ENTRY 

e GLUED AND BLINDSTITCHED SEAMS 

e INJECTION MOLDED SOLE 

¢ FIN TAB ON HEEL CAP 

¢ ANATOMICALLY CUT TO FIT THE NATURAL 
CURVES OF THE FOOT 








THE EXCURSION 5 FINGER GLOVE 


¢ AVAILABLE IN 3mm 

¢ PLATINUM GLIDESKIN™ INTERIOR, REDUCES 
WATER ENTRY AND KEEPS YOU WARM 

¢ VELCRO WRIST CLOSURE FOR ADJUSTMENT 

¢ GLUED AND BLINDSTITCHED SEAMS 

*¢ KEVLAR PALMS AND FINGERTIPS FOR 
EXTRA GRIP AND DURABILITY 

¢ ANATOMICALLY CUT TO FIT THE NATURAL 
CURVES OF THE HAND AND FINGERS 


THE EXCURSION COLDWATER HOOD 


¢ AVAILABLE IN 3mm AND 6mm 

¢ PLATINUM GLIDESKIN™ INTERIOR, REDUCES 
WATER ENTRY AND KEEPS YOU WARM 

¢ FGX FLEX NEOPRENE CHIN PANEL 

¢ SMOOTHSKIN FACE SEAL 

¢ TRIPLE GLUED AND BLINDSTITCHED SEAMS, 
TIES ITSELF OFF IF THE STITCH IS BROKEN 

¢ NYLON-2 BIB WITH GLIDESKIN INTERIOR, 
TUCKS UNDER SUIT FOR SECURE FIT 

¢ ANATOMICALLY CUT AND PRE-BENT TO 
FIT THE NATURAL CURVES OF THE HEAD 








+ 
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‘Text Dy Ryan Allen 
Dhotos by Daryl Carson & Ty Sawyer 





Diving is not just a sport. Nor is it mere/y a frame of mind. It’s a lifestyle. This means we live 
it...with style. Even when we can’t get in the water, we want to be around it. And when that’s 
not possible, at the very least we long to feel that same sense of comfort and ease, excitement 
and (dare | say it?) bravado that we experience when suiting up in our gear before a dive. So, 
whether it’s quick-drying shoes, breathable shirts, lightweight jackets or thong bikinis...oh 
wait, we're not Sports //lustrated...regardless, we're ready for whatever adventure lies ahead. 

Skin Diver gathered goods from manufacturers who have divers in mind when designing 
apparel, then tested their stuff at a place where worlds have been flipped—Aquarium of the 
view Pacific in Long Beach, CA. And this time, the Tish were checking us out. 





i | 
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“(ett fo tight ‘Kas bie teats Shirt $97, a Dive Gear NS) A Cg a ean aa ake | ; : 
4a. ~ Gargo Short $36.95 # Uzi Dive Gear Vest $39-95. ‘Wzzi Dive Goat ifs a, el toh BAN 2 Beiht KS 
| Ya Women's Nylon Short’$32, 95) Body Glove Water Clogs: $30" Horny: / ih Raia gear Ai ay pte Sle Gal a Ugo) | 
, Toad The Bayou shirt $56, Dive.44 Men's Boat Trunk’ $30 © beat eka Le a Tia Ri oy AN RA cr a Raat sty 
(6 “Sleeveless jn Seattle shirt #828, Kavu Watona Chop Pant ang A aa BOREAL Va hea ce pe Se Ge Ninian aesoni/bibar 0) 
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in Bag so 
Women's EAD Jat 


, (Left to fight) Dive- h Skin 
Diver Cap $22. Uzzi DiveBedt 
T-shirt $19|95, Uzzi Dive Gear 
Men's Catgo Short $36.95 e 
Dive-44 Aloha Band T-shirt 
$18, Dive-44 Ladies Boat Trunk 
$36, Reef Lounger Flip-flop $20 
e Rum Reggae Depth Wish 
Shirt $22 , Dive-44 Men's Boat 
Trunk $39 © Divegear Camisole 
$26, Kavu Wahine Short $44 





One year for only $14.97 


Name (please print) 
Address 
City 


Zip 


| | Payment enclosed 
|_| Bill me later 


_, Canadian ee add $13.00 per year (includes'GST), a 6 : a sig 
/ orders a 15.00 per year (for surface mail postage); all payments 
be in U:S, funds. Please allow 6'to,8 satiate delivery of first issues 


ae /.Skin2diver.com 
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(Top photo) Uzzi Dive Gear Half-zip 
Jacket $44.95 ¢ (near right 
Amphibious Outfitters “I. 
Tanked” and “Frog Flag” T-shirts 
logo $69 ¢ ae 
(below, left to right) Horny Toad mag 
Tomboy Vest $68, Dive-4 
Boat Trunk $36 © Di 
Sweat $54, Kavu Big Eddy 
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www.teva.com © Uzzi (954) 966-304 www.uzzi.ca 
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to share their dive experiences 
through the written word. 

The unique personalities of 
29 such seasoned writers shine 
through in Down Time— 
Great Writers on Diving, edit- 
ed by Ed Kittrell, Casey Kittrell 
and Jim Kittrell. 

Some pieces, like Dave 
Barry’s “Blub Story: A Very 
Deep Experience,” are laced with 
sharp wit. Barry initially approached 
scuba diving with extreme trepidation 
and fright, egged on by a keen imagi- 


Welcome to the Diver's 
Library, where each 
month we bring you the 
latest in diving media. 


WHAT A SPLENDID IDEA: PUT 
together a collection of writings 
from Pulitzer Prize winners, 
playwrights, poets, journalists 
and novelists—all adventure- 
crazed individuals who pegged 
their pens to paper in order 


» SLIBRARY 


BY RYAN ALLEN 





If you’d like to take your love of scuba diving 
and turn it into a job, then Pro Dive’ should gi 
be your school of choice! Located right on re < 
the beach in Fort Lauderdale, Pro Dive*was %& 
the first PADI Career Development Center in 
the world and PADI recognizes them as the “most 
chosen Career Development Center in the U.S.A.” 

And now Pro Dive’ has expanded, offering classes in the 
British Virgin Islands as well as Florida. Both locations offer 
students training in a real working environment— 
they are active resorts and dive centers. And, with 

a full-time Placement Director, 
you can count on Pro Dive 
to match you with the 


perfect job opening, wee x ; 


anywhere inthe world! F325 sown, 





VVAWAYVA ©) cotel {sl 0b-r- mere] aaime) 
call toll free 1-800-PRO-DIVE (776-3483) 
UK toll free: 0800-068-9034 
Phone: + 1-954-776-3483 Fax: + 1-954-761-8624 
=iants\| bum lavieleye)geyel\Vi-lu ir: Merelan 
Request A FREE Training Catalog and Video 
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nation. His fear eventually 
dissipated when he came to 
the realization that the fish 
were too busy to contem- 
plate eating him, and that 
“...when you finally see 
what goes on underwater, 
you realize that you’ve been 
missing the whole point of the 
ocean. Staying on the surface all the 
time is like going to the circus and star- 
ing at the outside of the tent.” 

At the other end of the spectrum, is a 
story by Clare Boothe Luce, written in 
1957 for Sports Illustrated. Luce was an 
accomplished playwright (Zhe Women 
and others) who later went into politics, 
eventually serving as the US. 
Ambassador to Italy. In her account of 
exploring wrecks off Bermuda, she 
observes that, “Divers are as generous 
with their talk as they are with their 
energies.” 


Jy RS: Down Time— is 
ee etaas Great Writers on Diving 

b dee Edited by Ed Kittrell, Casey 
her flip- 


Kittrell & Jim Kittrell 
Independent Publishers Group 
CIPABSYAULY 
E-mail: edkittrell@aol.com 


pers” were 
thrown over 
the side of 
the boat 
after she’d already jumped in the water— 
evidence that while some things in the 
sport have changed, others have not. 

Also included in the lineup is Michael 
Crichton, who penned numerous novels, 
including Jurassic Park and Disclosure. 
He writes of battling narcosis while div- 
ing a deep wreck in Bonaire. And Peter 
Benchley, author of Jaws and The Deep, 
recounts his first shark encounter in 
waters off the Bahamas, proving that his 
famous tale of a terrorizing shark was 
rooted in his imagination, rather than 
personal experience. 

Other contributors include Hans 
Hass, Bucky McMahon, Adrienne 
Rich and Tim Cahill. And, there 
would not be any diving to write about 
if it weren’t for Jacques Cousteau, who 
shares his first dive with the 
“aqualung.” It is this very experience 
that kicked off the sport we now call 
“scuba diving,” and made it a possibil- 
ity for us all. > 





For information on how to submit a 
product for review in Diver's Library, 


contact Ryan Allen at 
allenr(@primediacmmg.com. 
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SKIN DIVER PRESENTS THE FIRST ANNUAL 


WRECK TREK 2002 


Key Largo, FL * September 21-27, 2002 | 


po Noe On 1 i eee), mie) 
KEY LARGO WRECK DIVINGE 


¢ Dive Key Largo’s world-class wreck dives, including: 
The $10-ft. WWII ship Spiegel Grove, the largest vessel ever sunk for diving 
The 300-ft. City of Washington 
The 327-ft. Coast Guard cutters Bibb and Duane 
The 285-ft. Benwood 
Over 1500 linear feet of wrecks to explore!! 





¢ Open to divers of all levels (Certification classes will be available) 
¢ Enjoy deluxe accommodations at the most prestigious resort in the Florida Keys 
¢ Welcome Reception with ‘‘Keys Style’? entertainment 


e Free equipment demonstrations including Deep Outdoors dive gear, Zeagle Systems 
dive gear and Farallon DPVs 


¢ Nightly seminars and presentations, including an underwater film 
presentation by GUY HARVEY and photo instruction by Rick Frehsee 


e Special reef diving and snorkeling packages available 








deepoutdoors 





- ER OF THE WRECK TREK DI 


VE TEAM TODAY: 


kf . 

ae ie - PS —aPIn + 7? a 2 ~ a 

eae AA rhs —— eee” < r med 

ll — 2D. Me | ae 
A wea Pee oe ; 





S SS ae 


) as 


Quiescence 
: | KEY LARGO, FLORIDA , — eee vA ae 


Captain Slate's Atlantis Dive Center Ocean Divers Quiescence Diving Services 
Phone: 305-451-3020 Phone: 305-451-1113 Phone: 305-451-2440 
www.captainslate.com www.oceandivers.com www.keylargodiving.com 

E-mail: dive@captainslate.com SMELL R info@oceandivers.com E-Mail: info@ keylargodiving.com 


For more information, log on to www.skin-diver.com 











Ocean front dive & accommodation packages 


Grand Turk’s only Nitrox and 
Rebreather facility 


Dive Grand Turk, Salt Cay and South Caicos 
Small groups and personal service 
3 boat dives a day 


(800) 892-3995 
Tel/Fax: 649-946-1128 


web: www.oasisdivers.com ® e-mail: oasisdiv@tdway.tc 


Grand Turks Only PADI Gold Palm/ : 
5 Star Instructor Development Center | 
| 








Specializing in Small Groups & Personal Service 
"WE DONT BELIEVE IN HYPE - 
WE BELIEVE IN RETURN CLIENTELE" 
www.grandturkscuba.com | 
E-Mail: mrolling@tciway.tc 
Telephone: 649 946 2432 | 


| Dive packages and 
|] accommodation in Grand Turk. 
| Excursions to Salt Cay and Gibbs 
| Cay. PADI/NAUI instruction for all 
| abilities. UW Photo and E-6 
'| processing. Nitrox. For the best 
] diving holiday in Grand Turk con- 
| tact the professionals at 
: SEA EYE DIVING 
(649) 946-1407 Ph/Fx 
1-800-513-5823 
e-mail: ci@ciway.tc 
Web: www.seaeyediving.com 
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BY WYLAND 


Friendlier Skies 


LET’S TALK ABOUT A DIFFERENT KIND 
of blue adventure. The one that takes 
place en route to that beautiful seaside 
vacation village or diving destination. 
I’m talking, of course, about flying the 
blue skies. Over the last year, I logged 
more than 100,000 miles in air travel. 
My stops included Grand Cayman, 
Lake Tahoe, Jamaica, the Galapagos Is- 
lands, Honduras, the Dominican Re- 


Taking your tamil yon action can he 
_ ae Hee with a little pre-planning. 


public, Micronesia and Indonesia, just 
to name a few. With so much traveling, 
there have been times when I wasn’t sure 
which country I was in, much less what 
city, due to plane changes, re-routing, 
and jet lag. 

As tiring as all that travel can be, it 
can’t compare to the exhaustion I’ve 
seen on the faces of parents who travel 
with infants and small children. As an 
experienced traveler, I know there’s an 
easy way to do things—and a hard way. 
When I see a young family rushing 
through the airport and taking their 
seats on the plane at the last possible 


minute, I know they could be in fora 
long trip. 

But it doesn’t have to be that way. 

According to Alexandra Kennedy, an 
editor at FamilyFun Magazine and 
mother of two, flying the friendly skies 
with kids can be a lot easier with a little 
extra planning and some careful atten- 
tion to detail. “The most crucial thing is 
that parents really need to think ahead,” 





Kennedy says. “Think of ways to mini- 
mize lines, supplies you’ll need to have 
on hand in case of an emergency, such as 
when your child gets airsick, and LOTS 
of things to do on-board the plane. Then 
be willing to improvise.” 


Choosing the Flight 

One of the first things Kennedy rec- 
ommends is planning early to ensure 
that you get a direct flight to your desti- 
nation. Changing planes can be hassle 
enough for one person. You don’t want 
to try and keep tabs on the whole gang as 
you're marching from terminal 12 to 


PHOTO: MICHELLE VAN VLIET 








terminal 36. And try to schedule flights 
at non-peak hours. The airport’s much 
less crowded during those times, and 
that makes it less intimidating for a little 
kid. Booking your flight early also helps 
you land some choice seats, like the ones 
near bulkhead, where there’s room to 
store all the extra stuff kids need. 


Foresee the Unforeseen 

I’ve met countless parents on flights, 
and I’m always amazed at how creative 
some of them seem to be. I’ve seen one 
mother turn a hostile, snarling child into 
an angel by pulling the right snack out of 
her bag at the right time. (If you’ve ever 
been the person in the next seat, you can 
appreciate this kind of foresight.) These 
parents always seem to carry a little of ev- 
erything: crayons and paper, an extra 
sweater, a favorite blanket, toys, diapers, 
even a change of clothes for a kid who gets 
motion sickness. Some airlines, like Unit- 
ed, provide a children’s game book on do- 
mestic flights and a game pack filled with 
lots of cool stuff on international flights. 


Fueled Up 

Besides having the plane fueled and 
ready to go, United Airlines recom- 
mends that you give your child some- 
thing to eat or drink when the plane is 
taking off and landing. Swallowing 
seems to help relieve the ear pain some 
kids experience from the change in cabin 
pressure as the plane adjusts to altitude. 
If you ask ahead of time, child travel ex- 
perts say, most airlines can have a kid- 
friendly snack ready. The other little se- 
cret is that sometimes plain old crying 
helps kids unblock the pressure in the 
ear canal where the pain is felt most. 

Just stick to the basics. Get the gang 
on the plane before the other adults start 
crowding in, nab some pillows, blankets 
and, if there’s time, ask a flight attendant 
if the kids can meet the pilot. Putting a 
human face behind the voice over the in- 
tercom seems to go a long way toward 
reassuring most kids about the fun and 
safety of air travel. Above all, have fun. 
Your vacation starts the minute you 
leave the house, not when you arrive at 
your destination. 
For more airline travel tips, visit 
http: //travelwithkids.about.com/cs/ 
practicalities/index or www.travelwith 
kids.com. 


STATIA’S PREMIER DIVE CENTER 


PADI GOLD 
PALM RESORT 


NITROX 
KINGSWELL RESORT 


RELAXING 
ATMOSPHERE AND 
ISLAND CHARM 


www.divestatia.com 
info@divestatia.com 
011-599-318-2435 


SIX WEEKS OF SPECIALS! 


Choose Your “Splash Week” 
#1 SEPT. 7-14, #2 SEPT. 14-21, #3 SEPT. 21-28, #4 SEPT. 28-OCT. 5, #5 OCT. 5-12, #6 OCT. 12-19 


Your Package Includes! 


e Seven nights deluxe accommodations. 
Based on per person double occupancy. 


e All meals are included, three fabulous meals daily. 


e Six two tank boat dives and unlimited shore diving. 


e FREE Night Dive. 


e Saturday Night “Meet The Staff Party” Free Rum 
Punch! 


e Beach Party! Entertainment! 
Games! Prizes! 


e Entertainment weekly. 
¢ Photo contest. 


www. littlecayman.com 
e-mail us at bestdiving@reefseas.com 


Save up to 1200 Per Couple! 


*[aI2. 


Airfare Included!* 


*Includes Airfare from Miami to Grand Cayman on Cayman Airways, 
with connecting flights via Island Air to Little Cayman. Saturday to 
Saturday only... based on availability. Airline and departure tax not 
included. Seating is limited. You must book early. 


ittle 
ayman 
, each Resort 
YMAN sy SLANDS 


CALL NOW FOR AVAILABILITY! 


1-800-594-6697 or 
727-323-8727 
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CAMA weekly Prom Nassau 
to the Exuma Covys. 
Shaws, gvoupers, painted walls, blue holes and move. 


Nitvox, photo/video lal aboava. 22 passengers / || cabins. Seakayakin 
j : ? t 


fishing, bivAing, beaching...the ultimate escape on your own private yacht. 


AQUA CAT 


CRUISES 


PO. Box 661658 Miami, FL 33266 
Tel: 1-888-327-9600 © 305-888-3002 Fax: 305-885-3323 
email: sd@aquacatcruises.com www.aquacatcruises.com 


© 2001 Rick Frehsee/Aqua Cat Cruises 


WWW.SkInN-diver.com 


www.skin-diver.com 


Skin Diver's Second 
Annual Cover 
Contest—Enter, 
Vote and Win 


BY MICHELLE DANNER 


EACH MONTH, AT SKIN DIVER 
magazine, the staff pours over the 
issue’s images, and by process of 
elimination, we narrow down 
photos for the cover and everyone 
puts in their vote. It’s a democra- 
cy, and we'd like you to be part of it by 
logging onto Skin Diver Online, 
www.skin-diver.com, and voting for 
your favorite cover shot in Skin Diver's 
Second Annual Cover Contest. 

Maybe you like the covers we 
choose, maybe you don’t. Or, maybe 
you think you have one that would be 
better. If you do, you better hurry up 
and enter. The contest is already in 
progress. Images are arriving every day 
from divers all over the world and time 
is running out. All entries are due by 
July 15, 2002, and if you have an image 
that out-does any that you’ve seen on 
the cover, send it in. 

Once the staff has picked five covers, 
you, the reader, get to choose the best 
one and anoint the winner. The five 
finalists will be posted on SDO, 
www.skin-diver.com, August 1, 2002. 
Now’s the time to put your two cents 
in: log on and vote. ** 


SKINDIVERONLINE 
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Dive with your own personal photo coachMsrone week: 
Marty Snyderman, Rick FrehseerStevesimunsen.trict- Hanatier, 
Jay lreland-& Georgienne Bradiley,.Frankiimavrela_ana otters 2001 Best of Show 








Exclusive photo-shoot with dolphins 


Nightly seminars, critiques. and- parties: -Raitlesy— 
e)ar4-t- ome c=t-mel=lesley-gee) mel \y,~ mel -\-|am- an elatehcem-releielpat—iate 


Open event for beginnersto-advanced photographers 


Anthony's. Key. Resort Baydslands Aggressor es 
800/443-0717 800/346-2626 = 


Bay Islands Beach Resort Coco’ View Resort 
800/4-ROATAN Fantasy island Beach Resort 











800/282-8932 : 
: For more information, spegrn'w.skin-diver.com Soonsared Dy Skin, Da Magdzing, Hammerhead Z 


ang The Honderasirsiiinte OF bourrsm 
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Whale Shark Fx 
Islan d Tours 


Kayaking 


| 1-800-668- 8452 


4 

) 
J 
1 
q 


nA 
is 
ih 


we EG eas com 


ALL-INCLUSIVE SPECIAL! 


7 nights hotel 5 two-tank morning boat dives 
4 FREE single-tank afternoon boat dives 
ALL MEALS AND UNLIMITED BAR! 


‘in 5 kollel since ee 


www, diveparadise.co com no : ke 











KEY RESORT 
elles §=(AKR) in Roatan, Bay Islands, 
has partnered with PADI to offer an 
unprecedented value for divers travel- 
ing and diving at the resort this fall. 

American Airlines Advantage mem- 
bers may earn 5,000 miles per person, or 
up to 10,000 miles per room, for 7-night 
stays from September 7 to December 21, 
2002, at AKR. Packages must be booked 
and paid in full by July 15, 2002, to qual- 
ify for mileage. In addition, AAdvantage 
members may earn 1,000 miles when 
they complete their PADI Open Water 
certification while at AKR during the 
same period. Completion of the PADI 
Open Water referral, Discover Scuba 
Diving, Underwater Photography or 
Videography programs will earn mem- 
bers 500 points for each course. 

Seven-night dive and snorkel pack- 
ages include three meals daily, daily 
dolphin presentations, welcome cock- 
tail and orientation, tropical picnic on 
Tabyana Beach, Island Fiesta Night on 
the Key, horseback riding, kayaking 
and canoeing, entrance to the Roatan 
Museum, roundtrip airport trans- 
portation and airline ticket confirma- 
tion. Dive packages also include three 
single tank boat dives daily, two single 
tank night boat dives, tanks, weight- 
belts and weights and a buoyancy con- 
trol workshop. 

Anthony’s Key Resort, a full-service 
dive resort and PADI Gold Palm 5-Star 
Instructor Development Center, has 
been a pioneer in the diving industry for 
more than 30 years. It is ranked as one of 
the top dive resorts in the world and fea- 
tures a modern fleet of four custom Pro 
48 and six custom Pro 42 dive boats. 


To enroll in AAdvantage, call (800) 8&2- 
8880 or visit www.aa.com. Enrollment is 
free. For AKR information and reserva- 
tions, contact your dive travel specialist 
or (800) 227-3483, or visit www.antho- 
nyskey.com. 


PHOTO: COURTESY ANTHONY’S KEY RESORT 
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ne diver's gloved fingers grasp the brass-capped wood- 

O en points of a ship’s wheel, while she pretends to sail 
the long-stilled schooner on its course into eternity. Another 
diver glides past the upright wooden paddle wheels stand- 
ing tall beside a steamer’s hull, which they once propelled. 
Yet another modern visitor to this underwater world slips 
gently past a crow’s nest perched on a toppled mast, while 
on his way to the long-handled wooden tiller by which 
brawny sailors steered this schooner ages ago. A fourth | one 
diver stares in amazement at the crescent-shaped moon pat- - 
tern, which some long-forgotten carpenter jigsawed into the 
wooden door to identify the head below deck. And, a fifth 
diver cautiously moves into pes! just below an upright | 
bowsprit to shine;his. light. into the eye of an ornately-carved, 
alligator-shaped wooden figurehead and, fascinated, sees 
its original red paint gleam back at him. sl 

All five of these 21st century divers are 2 exploring Ship- 
wrecks, one in each of the five Great Lakes, and amazing- 
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pee ah, a 


ly, each of these intact shipwrecks has been underwater 








(ALL OTHERS) CRIS KOHL. 





for more than 100 years! iw et ae 


While saltwater locales slug: it out main tiisulves for ee we, om 


_the title of “Shipwreck Diving ‘Capital, “thousands of 
4 Great Wakes scuba divers chuckle quietly in amusement, 
as they savor what they know are the best ik ag ship- 
wrecks in the world. Ose Sg 
The immense bodies of fresh water—Lakes Ontario, Erie, 
Huron, Michigan and Superior—formed by glacial retreat 
at the-end of the last.Ice Age about 12,000 years ago, lie 





COURTESY MILWAMSKEE PUBLIC LIBRARY, MARINE COLLECTION; 






near the middle of the North American continent exactly " Ee 
halfway between the North Pole and the Equator. Called age 

“the sweetwater seas” by early French explorers, the Great i: : 3 | 
Lakes have maximum depths, ranging from 212 feet in : A bei ey ‘ 
Lake Erie to 1,333 feet in Lake Superior. Collectively, they guest | 


form 20 percent of the planet's supply of fresh water. 


oe 


Politically, the Great Lakes are shared among eight U.S. states and one large Canadian province. About 60 percent of these 
vast, inland seas lie within the United States. While several large cities, such as Chicago, Toronto, Detroit, Cleveland and 
Buffalo, line their shores, much of the northern Great Lakes shorelines are rugged, desolate and natural. 

Little known even among native Great Lakers is the impressive extent of maritime activities on these inland seas during the 
last 300 years. Over 15,000 commercial ships have plied these waters, ranging from the French brig Griffon, which became the 
Great Lakes’ first mystery ship when it disappeared with all hands on its maiden voyage in the year 1679, to the tragic, dramat- 
ic 1975 loss of the modern steel freighter Edmund Fitzgerald and its entire crew of 29 on storm-tossed Lake Superior, providing 
the stuff of songs. In between these two legendary ships lie scattered the stories and the remains of more than 5,000 shipwrecks. 
The numbers are staggering, and only about one-quarter of these sunken vessels have been located to date. 


PHOTOS: (FRONTENAC) COURTESY MARINE MUSEUM OF ES 
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The wreck of the Ava/on Voyager Ii, Lake Huron. 
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When a shipwreck is found in the 
Great Lakes, regional newspapers :pay 
it the tribute of a royal birth, relating 
the ship’s history, the tale of its tragic 
demise and details of who discovered it 
and what method was utilized. Not 
only does such an event put one more 
piece in the prodigious puzzle of mar- 
itime history, but it also provides 
another site for scuba diving activities. 

Shipwrecks are the mainstay of sport 
scuba diving in the Great Lakes. More 
than 90 percent of the diving in the 
Great Lakes is done on shipwrecks, their 
high state of preservation acting as an 
irresistible magnet. Divers like to explore 
shipwrecks that still look like ships, and 
sights such as a 150-year-old schooner, 
upright, intact and looking like it could 
be raised and sailed into the nearest port, 
have been the primary attraction. 

The Great Lakes welcome visiting 
divers with open arms. The creation of 
the first underwater park in North 
America took place in 1972 in the Great 
Lakes at the quiet fishing town of 
Tobermory, Ontario, due to that area’s 
clear waters and high concentration of 
shipwrecks (21 of them within 5 miles 
of town). Today, Fathom Five National 
Marine Park attracts thousands of 
scuba divers annually, some summer 
weekends tripling the town’s full-time 
population of 600. 

The state of Michigan followed suit in 
the early 1980s with the creation of sever- 
al underwater preserves, giving a higher 
profile to areas where there are a concen- 
tration of shipwrecks. The popular pre- 
serve at Munising, MI, for example, on 
the rugged shores of Lake Superior, con- 
tains 12 known shipwrecks, while the pre- 
serve at Lake Michigan’s Manitou Islands 
offers 14 shipwrecks; Sanilac Shores in 
lower Lake Huron, 20 shipwrecks; the 
Straits of Mackinac, 24 wrecks; Whitefish 
Point on Lake Superior, 20 wrecks; and 
Lake Superior’s Keweenaw Peninsula, 25 
wrecks. Thunder Bay off Alpena, MI, on 


Remove or hamper access to shipwrecks, and you destroy 
the freshwater seas’ scuba diving industry, presently encom- 
passing more than 300 dive shops, more than 100 charter boat 
operations and about 1/0 Great Lakes scuba dive clubs. 

Unlike saltwater shipwrecks, which deteriorate very quickly 


Glass and porcelain artifacts from the dredge Munson. 
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Lake Huron, with 27 
shipwrecks, was re- 
cently recognized by 
the federal govern- 
ment as having major 
significance and is 


now the Thunder Bay 
National Marine 
Sanctuary and 


Underwater Preserve. 

The Kingston- 
Point ‘Traverse area 
of eastern Lake Ontario has, for 
years, been a trendsetter in the 
cause of shipwreck conservation, 
while simultaneously encouraging 
divers to visit the sites. Chicago and 
Milwaukee boast many quality 
shipwrecks off their shores, and 
provide numerous dive shops and 
charter boats to care for visiting 
divers. Wisconsin’s Apostle Islands 
National Lakeshore on _ Lake 
Superior has 10 shipwrecks to 
explore. In the mid-1990s, the 
Marine Heritage Area named 
ErieQuest, with 15 shipwrecks, was 
established in western Lake Erie, 
while the state of Ohio is close to 
creating an underwater park along 
its long Lake Erie shoreline. 

There is a strong support system 
at each U/W preserve offering 
scuba services, something that is 
generally lacking in some more remote 
parts of the Great Lakes. 

Shipwrecks within the designated 
park/preserve areas are also marked 
annually with buoys that have trailing 
polypropylene lines. ‘These buoys have 
been attached to the wrecks (or, 
increasingly so, to heavy concrete 
blocks placed next to the shipwrecks) to 
make it easy for boaters to tie off with- 
out having to drag an anchor and possi- 
bly cause damage to the site. 

‘These amenities are certainly helpful 
for aquatic visitors, since Great Lakes 
conditions for diving are naturally chal- 





ur 


A diver glides past the iron curtain of 
anchor chains, draping off the Myron. 
Above: At 152 feet, a diver reaches the 
bow of the Jatin M. Osbourne. 


lenging. Cold water, they say, was 
invented in the Great Lakes. Surface 
water temperatures rarely exceed 60°F 
in the northern part of the lakes, or 
70°F in the southern portions. 
Thermoclines can be encountered at 
the rate of one or two inside the first 
100 feet of depth. Deeper than 100 feet, 
the temperature rarely gets warmer 
than 40°F. A drysuit with warm under- 
wear or a good full wetsuit is a require- 
ment for any diver. Hoods, booties and 
thermal gloves are also necessary. 
Visibility can also be a challenge. The 
deeper you dive, the darker it gets. Dive 
lights sell well in the Great Lakes area, 
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after sinking (particularly wood, which rarely lasts a year exposed 
to saltwater, owing to teredo worms), shipwrecks in the freshwa- 
ter seas are like exhibits in ice water museums that remain nat- 
urally preserved for hundreds of years. As in any land museum, 
you are welcome to look, but please don’t touch, and don’t even 


think about stealing anything from a Great Lakes shipwreck! 


Local divers and heritage politicians began working together 
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A diver takes a closer look at 
the boiler of the 1890 steel 
barge Michigan. 

Below: “Steering” the 
schooner Annie Falconer. 


because divers like to check out every 
nook and cranny of a shipwreck. One 
consoling thought about diving the 
Great Lakes is that there is nothing in 
them that can eat you. 

With the hundreds of known ship- 
wreck sites throughout the Great Lakes, 
there is something available for every 
degree of diver. Some of the finest and 
most photogenic shipwrecks lie in 30 feet 





Best Time to Dive: The season is generally May 
through October, but hardy divers will dive under 
the ice year-round. The end of summer months pro- 


vide for warmer dives. 


Visibility: The deeper you get, the darker. Bring a 


dive light. 


Dive Attire: Don a drysuit with a good pair of long 
skivvies, or at least a / mm wetsuit, plus a hood, 


booties and thermal gloves. 


For local dive shops, charters and dive clubs, visit 


www. scubayellowpages.com. 


of water or less, such as 
the schooner Bermuda 
off Munising, MI, 
where a diver can pene- 
trate the wreck from the 
bow all the way to the 
stern with relative safe- 
ty; or the schooner 
Sweepstakes off 
Tobermory, Ontario, 
with its intact railing 
and windlass at the bow. 
At the other end of 
the depth spectrum, for 
technical divers, there 
are more than 100 known 
Great Lakes shipwreck sites 
resting deeper than 130 feet. 
Popular in recent years is the 
1911 wreck of the luxury 
yacht Gunilda, in 257 feet of 
water along the remote 
stretch of northern Lake 
Superior. In 1980, the only 
time a Cousteau expedition 
explored the Great Lakes, the 
crew of Calypso marvelled at 
the condition of the Gumilda, as they 
viewed it from a R.O.V.’s video camera, 
proclaiming it to be “the most beautiful 
shipwreck in the world.” Even the 
famous modern freighter Edmund 
Fitzgerald, \ying in 529 feet of cold, 
dark Lake Superior water, has been vis- 
ited by a pair of trimix divers, but only 
once, back in 1995. 
In spite of these extreme conditions, 




















the Great Lakes’ greatest 
secret is leaking out. Even 
Florida divers, most of 
whom are unaccustomed to 
water colder than 70°F are 
beginning to head north dur- 
ing summer months to try 
something totally different. 

And totally different it is! 
Only on Great Lakes ship- 
wrecks can a diver view 
porcelain dishes set in a 
wooden box, arranged pretty 
much the way they were when the tug 
Frontenac sank in Lake Ontario in a 
1920s storm. The tron, wooden-stocked 
anchors still adorn the bow of the 
upright brig Sandusky in Lake 
Michigan, near its unique rams-head fig- 
urehead, exactly as they did when a 
storm sank that ship five years before the 
Civil War started. Crew members’ ini- 
tials, painted onto an interior cabin wall 
on the steamer Metropole, remain strong- 
ly legible after 101 years on the bottom of 
Lake Huron. The grain cargo can be 
scooped up by hand and slowly spilled 
back in a thin stream into the hold of the 
freighter Panther, which sank in a colli- 
sion on Lake Superior in 1916. In 73 feet 
of Lake Erie water, divers can swim over 
the fallen masts of the schooner Willis, 
while following the upright starboard 
railing toward the long bowsprit, solidly 
in place and pointing ahead as if still try- 
ing to give those headsails more area, just 
like it was doing the day the ship sank in 
a collision in 1872. 

Shipwreck-touting diving destina- 
tions such as Truk, North Carolina, 
Bermuda and myriad saltwater places 
with recently scuttled big ships are 
certainly worthy of consideration, but 
for natural shipwrecks unequaled any- 
where on this planet for their sheer 
number and variety, their histories 
and their natural state of preserva- 
tion, the Great Lakes offer a lifetime 
of subaquatic exploration. 








more than two decades ago, when it became evident that some divers were 
removing items from these unique sites for their own collections or as 
“tokens of accomplishment.” 

Unlike the fish population of a reef, historic shipwrecks are non-renewable 
resources, with doublefold significance since all aspects of our Great Lakes 
diving industry rely upon our shipwrecks remaining intact. 

Great Lakes divers take rightful and protective pride in what they have in 
their backyard waters. The divers who removed an enormous anchor from the 


wreck of the schooner-barge Jasmania in Canadian waters of Lake Erie in 1986 
were tracked down, mainly by scuba divers; the stolen anchor was recovered by 
authorities in Michigan and returned to the wreck site by the Coast Guard in 
1988, and those divers spent several years and much money in litigation and 
for the recovery of their two boats. Presently, $1,000 rewards are offered for the 
conviction of the diver(s) who removed the ship's bell from the historic tug 
Sport, in Lake Huron, and for the conviction of those responsible for the theft of 
a unique metal plate from the generator of the dredge Munson, in Lake Ontario. 
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The paddle wheel of the Mary Celeste: a 
source of a then advanced technology, 
which led the vessel full-speed to its 


final resting place. 
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PILOT ERROR 
Yee ntomber 13, 1846, the 207-ton Confederate blockade runner Mary 
“Celeste was underway, smuggling a Classified cargo of munitions through 
a sieve of ineffectual Yankee warships. The Mary Celeste incorporated a 
technology that gave her great advantage over the slower Yankee ves- 
sels—cutting edge paddle wheels, These powerful propulsive devices were 
nearly 20 feet in diameter and backed with enough steam to move her 
along at a scorching 28 nautical miles per hour. Such speed in a cargo 
vessel is impressive even today. Speed was essential in the illegal cotton for 
munitions trade that fueled the Confederate fury during the American Civil 
War. These munitions were provided by Britain, a power and political 
body all too happy to see the demise of the American Union. It fell to the 
quick-witted daredevils, the captains and crews of these blockade runners, 
to sprint contraband back and forth between Confederate strongholds 
and Bermuda. On Bermuda, vast sums of money exchanged hands in a 
risky war-time trade that made old salts like Captain Sinclair of the Mary 
Celeste either very rich or very dead...fast. 


Sinclair had an ace up his sleeve—a local pilot named John Virgin who 
possessed intimate knowledge of the snarling reefs off Bermuda’s south 
coast. Virgin was noted to have said, “! know every rock here as well as | 
know my own house.” And while it isn’t-exactly clear why it happened, it 
is clear that under Virgin's pilotage, those thundering paddle wheels 
drove the Mary Celeste full speed into the incisors of a ship-killing reef 
that sent her to the. bottom inyminutes. Before she sank, though, John 
Virgin was reported to have-dived.directly overboard and swam to his 
own house that happened tosbe just a stone's throw away from where the 
Mary Celeste foundered. 





Where Ships Come To Sink 
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“HISTORY: RICH, DRAMATIC AND RIDDLED WITH INTRIGUE, 
This is the stuff that had lured me to Bermuda.” 


EXPLORING THE RESTING PLACE OF THE 
MARY CELESTE 

Capt. Terry, a 15-year veteran captain and 
divemaster from Blue Water Divers, and 
Terry’s boss, Michael Burke, as well as 
Michael’s father before him, have been 
bringing divers to see Bermuda’s historic 
shipwrecks since the early ’60s. From their 
long acquaintance with these waters has 
come an intimate knowledge of the wrecks and their histories. 
In his briefing, Capt. Terry recounted, “...[it was] reported 
that only the life of the cook was lost in the dramatic events that 
lead to the undoing of the Mary Celeste. Upon realizing that 
the vessel was going to the bottom, the cook rushed below to 
rescue the ship’s mascot, a kitty. Neither cook nor kitty ever 
made it back to deck level.” 

History: rich, dramatic and riddled with intrigue. This is the 
stuff that had lured me to Bermuda. I hurried into my dive gear, 





Te. 
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excited to explore the resting place of the 
Mary Celeste. Over the side I went, diving into 
these ship-eating waters like John Virgin 156 
years before me. I made for the sandy seabed 
60 feet below, where I could clearly see the 
bones of the old girl. Her portside wheel was 
down as if exhausted by the efforts of 12 
transatlantic crossings. The starboard wheel, 
though, stood tall with paddles intact. The 
giant wheel had become an eco-habitat for hard and soft corals 
and riotous crowds of Sergeant Majors. With my fin-tips in the 
sand, I took it all in...sucked in the history, the calamity of the 
event. What must it have been like that morning when this still- 
proud vessel abruptly plowed into the reef? Surely Capt. 
Sinclair had cussed, damning the very soul of John Virgin, who 
was all too quickly overboard. There I composed a picture with 
my camera, call it “Wheel of Misfortune,” a picture that cap- 
tures the destructive, final moments of the Mary Celeste. 





The Montana and the reef as one. 
Inset above: A diver explores 
the bow of the Mary Celeste. 




















Bermuda’s rich underwater terrain is 
generous-with its beauty. 


SHIPWRECK SLEUTH Later that afternoon, my wife, Martha, 
and I met a living legend. There is a man-god in Bermuda, half 
Neptune, half Sherlock Holmes, who has more firsthand 
knowledge of Bermuda’s intricate marine history and ship- 
wreck artifacts than any group or institution. He is the “Romer 
Treece” character of Peter Benchley’s novel and feature film 








The Deep. He isa salty treasure salvor whose passion for histor- 
ical knowledge has driven him to explore Bermuda’s reefs and 
sand holes for 50 years. He is Teddy Tucker, awarded: the 
Member of British Excellence by Queen Elizabeth I in 1994, 
and according to archeologist Ivor Noel Hume, he is the com- 
mercial diver who, “For...what began with the discovery of 
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gold matured into a lifelong 
quest for knowledge—not only 
about ships but of people who 
sailed them and the goods 
they carried.” He is a leg- 
| end who, as a boy, 
mm recovered English 
coins hundreds of 
P years old from 7 2 

Bermuda storm drain. The coins had aa diatavcrelt 

there by the gutters that were the beds of inebriated 

sailors in the 17th century. Mr. Tucker later discov- 

ered two of the most significant treasure ships ever 

sunk in Bermuda’s treacherous waters. These vessels, 


both of Spanish origin, were the San Pedro, sunk around 1595 


and the San Antonio, sunk around 1621. Included in the arti- 
facts that Teddy uncovered in his 1955 discovery of the San 
Pedro was an emerald-studded gold cross, a religious artifact 
immensely valuable. Bermudians had considered his efforts 

frivolous until that great discovery, and 


he soon discovered other valuable arti- 

y 
DOM OET ema eh Re MICA COUEAWETOLAEMM | fcr: that lay, hitherto undetected, on 
But You Get What You Need Bermuda’s seabed. These included 


Come get what you need aboard the luxury 


shards of ceramic pots, old bottles and 
the lignum vitae, or calcified firewood, 
whose internal growth rings and species 
directed Mr. Tucker to uncover much of 
the origins and the missions of these and 
other sunken ghost ships. Thousands of 
hours of careful excavation followed. 

We sat on the veranda of the Tucker’s 
home as the shadows lengthened and we 
listened, mesmerized, as Teddy told us 
the history of the pair of Mestizo gold and 
pearl earrings he had uncovered in the 
shifting sands of the San Antonio. One 
morning, he noted the glint in the sand of 


one of the pair of earrings. Impossibly, 
that same afternoon, on the other end of 
the wreck, he again noticed a glint that 


Skin Diver ANULA 


GETTING THERE: There are regularly scheduled flights 
to Bermuda from the U.S. Canada and the U.K.. From North 
America, Bermuda is serviced by Continental, American, Delta 
Airlines, US Airways and Air Canada. The departure tax is $20 
(USD). FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: Year- 
round diving is possible, but summer months tend to be favored 
as the waters are warmer. Topside Climate: Bermuda 
has a temperate, semi-tropical climate. Daytime temperatures 
rarely drop below 60°F in the winter (November to March) or 
exceed 90°F (April to October). Humidity is slightly higher dur- 
ing the summer. Storms may be more prevalent during the win- 
ter months. Water Temperature: Typically in the mid 
to upper 60s°F from December to April (7 mm suit). May, June 
and November usually offer temps in the 70s°F (3 mm), while 


fn cahinniad GAL AAAD i Pavone aah shiauer av /ucr 80s°F are the norm from July to September (skin or shorty). 


in every stateroonrand air conditioned throughout. 
THE BEST BIG-ANIMAL DIVING ON EARTH. Montano a 


Conversely, visibility can often approach 200 feet from December 


San Pedro 


800-344-3349 
310-459-9861 
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to be the mate, that had, for nearly 
350 years, fit separated from the one that he 
had found just hours before. 

My wife asked Teddy what was the best 
day he ever had out on the water looking for 
shipwrecks. Quickly, Teddy’s wife and dive 
partner, Edna, interceded with a sparkle in 
her eye, “Everyday was wonderful. We were 
young then.” ‘Teddy just smiled. 

Later, Teddy described his newest discov- 
ery. Anchoring his salvage vessel on the edge 
of Bermuda’s drop-off, he and his buddy Mr. 
Benchley were up to some unlikely salvage 
events this last summer season. Teddy 
had mounted huge lights, beacons really, 
that he had directed downward to attract 
“treasures” that otherwise might be seen 
only in the deep abyss. He had discov- 
ered that at the right time of the year, 
just offshore from his treasure sites, he 
could lure strange and wonderful forms 
of marine life up from the abyss...and 
film them. He had just completed a doc- 
umentary hosted by Mr. Benchley that 
highlighted the discovery. 

Thirty-five minutes later found. me 
enthralled and watching the documen- 
tary as, outside, the sun dropped below 
the horizon. Edna also led me through 
the quaint maze of antiques and artifacts 
in their home. The walls were adorned 
with paintings done by Teddy, also a 
noted artist. Ships he had discovered, 
researched, salvaged and finally commit- 


through April and f 

exceed 100 feet in § 

May, June, October 

and November. On 

average, the cooler 

the water, the better 

the water clarity. 

Exchange Rate: 

1.00 (USD) = | Bermuda dollar. 

US. Dollar is easily accepted. Time Difference: Eastern 
Standard Time plus | hour. 

Dive Operators & Resorts: BlueWater Divers (441) 
234-1034 www.divebermuda.com © Fantasea Bermuda, Ltd (441) 
236-1300 www.fantasea.bm © Fairmont Southamilton Princess (800) 
441-1414 www.fairmont.com * Grotto Bay Beach Hotel (800) 582- 
3190 www.netlinkbermuda.com/grottobay * Nautilus Diving Ltd 
(441) 295-9485 www.bermuda.bm/nautilus * The Reefs (800) 
742-2008 www.thereefs.com * Scuba Look (at Grotto Bay Beach 
Hotel) (441) 293-7319 www.diveguideint.com/scubaluk * Sonesta 
Beach Resort Bermuda (800) 766-3782 www.sonesta.com 
RESOURCES: Bermuda's Department of Tourism (800) 223- 
6106 www.bermudatourism.com »* Bermuda Maritime Museum 
(441) 234-1333 * Bermuda U/W Exploration Institute (441) 292- 
7219 © Lonely Planet Guide to Bermuda www.lonelyplanet.com ° 
Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 


Commercial diving is an exciting and 
rewarding career for the few exceptional 
individuals that choose a life of adventure 
and thrive on a feeling of accomplishment. 
A career in commercial diving designed for 
individuals seeking to earn a living in a 
dynamic, adventurous environment. Divers 
Institute of Technology graduates train to 
both national and international standards. 
At Divers Institute of Technology we pre- 


pare quality, motivated individuals for a 


oa 
zi — 


career in commercial diving. 


4310 11th Ave. NW > Seattle, WA 98107 


For enrollment and information call now 
TOLL FREE 800/634-8377 


email: admissions@diversinstitute. com _ 


€° www.diversinstitute.com ‘:’ 


SKIN DIVER JUNE 2002 


©SD/AD 0206 








A or oi Way Io Dive Grand Cayman. 


/ hse ~=With the New Bob Soto’s Reef Divers! 
New Boat, New Dock and our Fun-Filled 
“SUMMER DAZE” Vacation Package: 


- Accommodations - Diving - Hotel Tax and 
Service Charges 


- Morning 2-Tank Boat Dive and Unlimited Shore 
Diving Daily 


- One |-Tank Afternoon or Night Boat Dive 
During Your Stay 


Packages 
| a ¢ ‘AT. 
< PP/DO 


OB S0TO'S 
REEF DIVERS 


ae, 
wy 


ee f ah fo 
1-888-695-7400 

email: bobsotol@candw.ky 

www. bobsotosdiving.com 


* May I thru Aug. 31, 2002. Based on double occupancy and availability. 
Airfare not included. 































Jean-Michel Cousteau 


i ISLANDS 


RESORT 


JOIN THE 
ADVENTURE! 


Jean-Michel Cousteau and his 
team invite you to explore 
the magic of Fiji aboard the 
dive boat L Aventure, pro- 
viding unparalleled access 
to some of the worlds 
most spectacular land 
and seascapes. From 
tight canyons and plunging walls to colorful reefs and the 
denizens of Shark Alley, Fijis waters have it all. 


For reservations: 800-246-3454 USA and Canada 
North Ameri Reservation Center (415) 788-5794 * Fax (415) 788- 150" 
e-mail : info@fyiresort.com » http//www.fijiresort.com 
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: another expansive room, we | 


Meet the dolphins that recovered an 
antique sword at Dolphin Quest. 





ted to canvas. Atop the cabinets were 
bottles from the shipwrecks. 

What was meant to be an hour-long 
visit had turned into three hours. As we 
said our “goodbyes,” Edna eased a copy 
of the tape into my hand and bid us to, 
“Come back again soon!” 


TREASURES OF THE NAVAL DOCKYARD 
I had never met a real marine archeolo- 
gist, and I am sure that I have also never 
met anyone who loves his “job” as much 
as Clifford Smith. 

Cliff’s laboratory is on the grounds of 
the old English Naval Dockyard that has 
been painstakingly restored by the gov- 
ernment of Bermuda. Here, in the origi- 
nal buildings and fortifications of the 
Dockyard, you will find amazing histori- 
cal displays that bring the colorful past of 
Bermuda to life. There is also a display of 
early dive equipment used by salvors, and 
even some of the booty discovered by Mr. 
Tucker and by his former Bermudian 
treasure-hunting colleague, Harry Cox. 

Cliff was describing how Bermuda 
was perhaps the best place in the world 
to study shipwrecks, when my attention 
was stolen by an artifact sitting on his 
bench. I couldn’t help myself. I interject- 
ed, “What is the story of that sword 
hilt?!’ Cliff smiled and handed it to me. 


aap Teddy Fete 5 sone 


- perhaps the largest and m 
a) in 1 the world. - 
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The handle, the grain, the metal of the 
broken blade made me gasp. Imagine the 
swashbuckling! And yet, the piece was as 
light as toothbrush. Cliff told me that I 
was holding an epoxy injection made 
from a clump of coral that one of his 
divers had found. This technique allowed 
the U/W archeologist to reconstitute the 
artifact from the coral encasement. 


Cliff then walked me over to a tank 
where, immersed in water, was a real 
sword with electrodes attached. All 
along the blade bubbles were being 
released. Cliff described to me how the 
dolphins living in the Dockyard had 
found the sword in the sandy mud bot- 
tom of their sea pool and carried it to 
their trainers. Amazed, the trainers had 
brought it to Cliff who determined that 
it was several hundred years old. In a 
process that was literally reconstituting 
the ferrous metal, Cliff was rebuilding 
the sword to its original shape from what 
had been a rusting, crumbling artifact. 
He went on to say that interested and 
competent divers can participate in an 
underwater program in Bermuda. But, 
they should expect to become an expert 
on one small part of one particular 
wreck, not in uncovering “booty.” To 
Cliff, every find is important, as every 
shred of evidence provides a thread in 
the wind-tattered spider web of 
Bermuda’s marine history. 





Liveaboard Diving 


CARIBBEAN EXPLORER 


SABA - ST. KITTS 


7 day diving expeditions 
depart each Saturday from 
Philipsburg, St. Maarten. 


Limited to 16 guests per trip. 


WIMROD EXPLORER 


Diving expeditions from 4 to 10 days, 
from Cairns to Lizard Island and 
the Far North. 


Limited to 18 guests per trip. 


mean alie)aantalde)am@rsl iP 


1-800-322-3577 

Outside US/Canada call 1-903-887-8521 
Or Fax 1-903-887-8526 

e-mail: sdminfo@explorerventures.com 
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Breathe confident, Breathe MAX-AIR° 
Max-Air 35 


Compact, lightweight, 
and truly portable 
e 4.2scfm* working pressure 4000psi 
© Fills an 80cft tank to 3000psi 

in 19 min** 

Tri-chem air purification system 


Weight: 85 Ibs 
Size: L28" X D13” X H15" 


Comes ready-to-go! 
Just add gasoline or electricity 


Low maintenance 


Max-Air 90 
Compact E3 


Stationary, 
Continuous 
Duty Units 


Compact, 

fully automatic, 
high-pressure 
compressor 

for all breathing 
air applications! 


e Continuous duty capability 
10.8scfim* working pressure 5000psig 


Tri-chem air purification system 


Deluxe powder coated cabinet for quiet, 
stationary operation 


Automatic and manual purge condensate 
drain system w/collector and auto shutoff 


e Air storage system compatible 
Fills an 8O0cft tank to 3000psi in 7.5 min** 
Comes with (2) filling hose assemblies 


Hectric 7.5hp, 220/440 volt - available in 
single or 3-phase @ 50 or 60 Iz 


MANY OTHER MODELS AVAILABLE - 
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 


HIGH PRESSURE AIR COMPRESSOR SYSTEMS 


Phone: 830¢257¢5006 Fax: 830°257¢3720 e 
2807 Peddler Lane ¢ Kerrville, TX 78028 U.S.A. 


WWW.max-air.com 


*Based on charging an SOcft cylinder trom SO0Opsi to 3000psig 
**Time required to fill 8O0ctt cylinder trom SOO0psi to 3000psiy 
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THE SUMMER SEASON Is Scuba Month. 


upon us, and you 
know what that 
means...the sun 1s 
shining, the waters 
are warming up and dive 


EDITED BY RYAN ALLEN 






Pelican Adventures 
Best wreck dives, night dives, one or two tank dives 
Modern dive centers with custom-built boats and 5 Star 
top quality equipment. 
Variety of packages, from 6 dives for $160 to 
6 days of unlimited diving for $325 
Full service and fun marina pier, including great 
bar/restaurant on the water. 


For information, call: 011 (297) 872302 ¢ Fax: 011 (297) 872315 
P.O. Box 1194, J.E. Yrausquin Blvd. 232, Oranjestad, Aruba 
E- Ei pelican-aruba@setamet.aw « es www.pelican-aruba.com 


* * €. tie 
oN ee \ ee : 


Variety of hotel/dive packages—transfers included! 

Bw SCT Take Sal 6GO Jan Vs URUIMNi tee Giving 
Three locations: Sonesta, Hyatt & Marriott Resorts 

One and two-tank dives, night & wreck dives 

Boat, kayak and shore diving from Sonesta’s private island 


877-RED-SAIL 


" ar 1 Aruba Sonesta Beach Resort § 


* A private 40-acre island with beaches and secluded 
coves, hammocks for relaxing in the shade, tropical 


come summer than by celebrating 
International Scuba Month. Three 
a years ago, DEMA, along with their 
international network of scuba 
enthusiasts, the HammerHeads, 
declared June as_ International 


HammerHeads around the 
world are celebrating their 
favorite activity in a variety 
of fashions. Chapters are orga- 
nizing Dive-A-Thons (to raise 
season is in full swing. money for charity), holding beach 
What better way to wel- clean-ups, developing youth pro- 


Gold Palm Resort 


PADI Dive Center 


grams and more. HammerHeads 
will gladly use this as an excuse for a 
party, so now is the time to get out 
from behind that desk, slap on some 
SPF 40 and hit the water. After all, 
International Scuba Month only 
happens once a year. Be a part of the 
excitement and get involved in your 
local diving community—great 
underwater fun awaits. 


To find out more, contact Lydia 
Eldridge at (858) 616-6408 or e-mail 
lydiae@dema.org. 


AS MANY OF YOU ARE PLANNING 
your summer 
dive adventures, 
Oregon is proba- 
bly not the first 
place you think of 
when planning a 
dive trip. (The water is pretty cool, 45 
to 55°F in the ocean and even colder 
in some of the mountain lakes, such 
as Crater Lake, Clear Lake and 
Timothy Lake.) But local divers 
claim that Oregon is as beautiful 
below the waterline as above, whether 
diving off the Pacific coast or in the 
state’s unique lakes and rivers. 

Club Paradise is a growing group 
70 of these hardy souls. They are a 
fairly equal mix of men and women, 
ranging from 15 years old to upper 
middle age. The club meets the sec- 
ond Thursday of every month, and 
the meetings include dive stories, 
presentations and even surprise vis- 
itors. Some feature presentations 
have included representatives from 
the Seattle Titanic Exhibit and 





wildlife and even a beachside bar and grill For complete Sonesta Dive 


«15 international restaurants and cafes 
* Our own world-class marina 
* 24-hour entertainment and 2 casinos 


Dave Hatch of the Elahka project 
(the reintroduction of sea otters in 
the Northwest). 


Packages see your travel 
agent or call Red Sail Sports at 


For information on diving Oregon and 
Special i 
Group Rates on Club Paradise, visit www. 
oregonscuba.com., 


(Giradonna 


(Garibbean Bours, 


www.caradonna.com SOU-S 
sales@caradonna.com 
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Great 8 day/7 night custom dive packages from $565 
Budget to luxury accommodations available 
teinstee pid from ati Ore i 
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Vented for efficiency. Stylish for sure. Mer 
Speed and control are the atlvantages! wavwliveacris.com 


DIVE & yy BELIZE 


BLACKBIRD 


Bee ori vaste Tuli vistnsil, ter Consttioieth Caibatios = "i eo}, %, Come experience a scuba diver's paradise 
Meera fast "Trnster andl Dive Boats | Fee {rom our beachside resort! Dive two rare and 


Cun will Dive arn Suutitedl the peg uf “Pavuette ha ; 1 
Japiitionse MC Maine clea Ane Elle : breathtaking atols, plus Jacques Cousteau's 


OS: “OF A MA ditty cuilluOuite Cetttues <2 Wlure! : mrs 7 ae ee legendary Blue Hole, aboard our Pro 42 dive 
| ol st 4a lye) a Sev weg boat The Miss Gina. Relax by our lagoon-style 
£5 a pool or dine in our fabulous restaurant 


3 9 yD te ] 21T _ a ; Pe overlooking the cerulean waters of the 
COMBO iT KAGLS Now i \ AILABLE! ea - Western Caribbean. Authentic thatched roof 
x’ er — ENGYET TAY EN r | . 7 cabanas, air-conditioned and fan cooled for 
FS50RT ii _ pq i | et ) we idyllic comfort, await you. You'll love diving 
ay . x ) here so much, you'll never want fo go home! 


Discover Ramon's Village... wonderfully 
intriguing vacation resort! 


EA.” Pampered Adventure 


| A Resort of Casual Elegance Saniicndee by 


| Ti | Jungle in the Heartland of the 
Pi tie Key! bata Shalt i SUMMER DIVE PACKAGES STARTING AT 


Cultural & Ecological Discovery * $363.00 pp.dbl. occupancy. 
in Beautiful Western Belize! Toll Free Reservations & Info: 1-800-MAGIC 15 


ee www.royalmayan.com Website: www.ramons.com 
YA? Fax: 305-969-7946 Email: info@ramons.com 





A Tribute to 
Klaus Lindemann 


BY TIM ROCK 





THE ISLANDS OF PALAU PLAYED 
a bloody roll in the Pacific arena 
during World War II. On March 
31, 1944, during operation 
Desecrate One, the U.S. Navy 
air raided Palau and sunk more 
than 60 ships in its lagoon. 
During the mid and late 1980s, Klaus 
Lindemann (who discovered the 
“The Hotel Hacienda Beach Resort is your passport to = i _ _ ae . s = - = Bea fypaaritat ie 
Paradise! From the beach just beyond your room with a Be regia — ee Fide ihe: pioneer: dike shen A Gea 
view, the Sea of Cortez is a water lover's dream. Discover : 
the magnificent underwater sand falls, dive Seal Rock tees Lepetnag. b Misia gaa 
unveiled the mystery of what is known 


just offshore or snorkel the clear waters of Land’s End. flotet f 3 
Nearby Chileno and Santa Maria Bays are ideal for Hatonds as thes Boek Purr ae og laiae 


divers of all abilities. Beach Resort Klaus Lindemann followed their 
‘abo § , Baja Sur. Mexi discoveries by publishing his detailed 
Overlooking a mile-long stretch of white sand beach on Fe te ae ee yP 5 


Cabo's safest swimming beach, the Hacienda Beach Resort For Reservations and Information: pon eae ne hie) micage an 


boasts a 40-year legendary reputation of excellence. 1-800-SEE-CABO (800-733-2226) October 2001 after a long and coura- 
www.haciendacabo.com geous battle with cancer. Lindemann 


used what has been termed “cultural 
anthropology” in researching his 





Traditional Mexican-style architecture and décor on 27 


tropical landscaped acres, just a five-minute walk to Los Cabos Dive Fiesta & 
fown through Cabo's world-class marina. And, a full- Summer Rates Begin at 


service PADI dive center on site makes the Hacienda SQ9O* per room, per night! books. He always found a local expert 
Beach Resort your ideal choice in Cabo. 


*Subject to availability. Restrictions apply. 





Paychecks 


@ | 
Tammleelns I : 
Its a myth that you | 

can’t make a great To honor and remember 


living at diving. All pi 7 ; wks 
it tales. is our hig sn Klaus, Francis Toribiong 


employer demand . iP | and Fish ‘N Fins will lead 

for our uniquely . a ; 

qualified one aa “Sas a group of divers for a 

graduates. Ce Le special WREXPEDITION 
} fs es (Wreck Expedition) on 


June 7 to 14, 2002. 





=, . ps Pa ced ' dv ade (NING who knew the waters and someone 
: 0 an ey 2 Wo id 4992 - 200 an who also lived through the actual 
tat sale i te A ah ks. In Truk, he worked cl 
rane “ : ’ Gam ro¥: Paty attacks. In Truk, he worked closely 

ISTP ENA TION AE 7 SAL Ae , 


‘ed CH AOKSTOR 

ee with Blue Lagoon founder Kimiuo 
ig we mere 10 Oi5ls NO brceetit REQUIRED Aisek (1928-2001) [Skin Diver, April 
a, <0 nares “Res wane L _ ALL cost Bree sor 2001] and his son Gradvin to research 
and pen the in-depth Hailstorm Over 
eee Fy eho Key 4050 Truk Lagoon. And, as_ previously 
in bat ae naa sd vocational student follow- Boriahie bata wari petontc Iipiotgeyatog. mentioned, in Palau, he worked with 


ecitied by state lawsand rules. These data are available for inspection upon req 
ndep end ¢ “At Education, Tallahassee, FL. Lic #94.-Composite Photo; Underwater class‘on the eaeth st the Institute. 






















ARTWORK: COURTESY FISH ‘N FINS 
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Complete 
Big-llaliare 

For The 
Commercial 


10840 Rockley Rd 
Houston, TX 77099 


F 4 
Financial Aid Available 
For Those Who Qualify 


Our reservations staff of Bonaire travel professionals take the hassle 
out of finding the lowest rates and best options. E-mail or call us at 
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800-748-8733 and we'll arm you with our list of best 
airfares, dive package deals, planning tips and lodging 
reviews that will make planning your Bonaire trip a 
breeze. You can even book your trip online at 
www.BonairePros.com 


info@bonairepros.com 
www.bonairepros.com 


© SD/AD 0108 









Fish ‘N Fins founder Francis 
Toribiong and war witness 
Tiakl Boisek for the Desecrate 
One book. Combined with 
extensive research of archives in 
the U.S. and Japan, his books 
became the barometer by which 
all others were measured. 

To honor and remember 
Klaus, Francis Toribiong and Fish ‘N 
Fins will lead a group of divers for a 
special WREXPEDITION (Wreck 
Expedition) on June 7 to 14, 2002. 
During this unique expedition, the par- 
ticipating divers will dive wrecks that 
have never been visited since their dis- 
covery. There will be a special underwa- 
ter memorial ceremony for Klaus 
Lindemann and the unveiling of an 
underwater monument. Divers will 
explore the 3-D computerized images of 
the wrecks and assist in the search for a 
lost World War II submarine. Toribiong 
is scheduled to present and there will 
also be the viewing of rare films. 


FREEFLOW 









. 
ee 
i 
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far niiete 


scout from a vantage point 
in Palau for WW II wrecks 
in the late 1980s. 


I worked extensively with Lindemann 
in the late 1980s and early 90s. Klaus 
never rested when it came to his thirst 
for knowledge for the details of the many 
wrecks in Palau. He continued to devel- 
Op creative new products and update his 
amazing work throughout his career. He 
was truly a unique individual. 

For details and bookings, call (680) 488- 
2637; e-mail: fishnfin@palaunet.com; 
or visit the Web at www fishnfins.com. 


continued from page 66 
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| We welcome you 
to our unspoiled 
necklace of 32 islands 
and cays inthe Eastern Caribbean, 
rAeleleeititsewegei ev it tit ee eny.e 


Spectacular landscapes... 
beautiful beaches... 
turquoise blue waters... 

the Jewels of the Caribbean! 


Ray of Hope 


The Eagle Ray completed by artist, Rogest, on September 10th 
is available for purchase with all proceeds benefitting the 
"Rescue One Relief Fund" 


TAVAUTAC Teh cel tia (iis Mmenel tn] 
800-729-1726 
e-mail: svgtony@aol.com 
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Limited edition Giclee 

by Rogest 

Size 14 x 20 100% cotton canvas. 
Stretched on a wood frame, each 
featured work of art is signed and 
numbered with all proceeds 
benefitting the "Rescue One Relief 


Fund." Purchase is tax deductible. 


"As a Diver I wanted to do 
something. As a Diver you can 


make a contribution." - Rogest 


Ready to frame and hang. Only 
500 of size 14 x 20 available. Cost 
is $275.00, plus S&H. 


Please visit www.rogest.com or 
www.skin-diver.com 
to download the order 


form and learn more. 
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Sometimes if you're good, do the right thing as often as possible and take the high road 
at every opportunity, life throws you a bone. A really nice bone. There is no other expla- 
nation for how my friends and | found ourselues on a six-island tour of Tahiti. However, 
fate had left the deal a little sour. You see, Tahiti is not a place for wondering souls 
searching for life’s true meaning. lt is devastatingly romantic. Every inch of sugary 
beach, every rustling palm and each lagoon full of perfectly blue water cause the soul 
to ache for a companion of the heart. But our companionship was more of the “Three’s 
Company” variety—Heidi Douglas, marketing rep, married; Ty Sawyer, harried editor, 
married; and Johanna Martin, single and not interested in Ty or Heidi. Nevertheless, with 
only eight days to soak up all things Tahitian (the busy-Americans-on-a-ti¢ht-schedule 
plan), our agenda would take us to Tahiti, Moorea, Huahine, Raiatea, Bora Bora and 
Rangiroa. This was a trip with good friends, great fun and no small amount of romantic 
longing. In the end, though, there was only one conclusion: Whatever good we'd done 


PHOTOS: PHILIPPE BACCHET 





to oet here, we'd just been over paid. 


Tahiti 

We stepped off our Air Tahiti Nui 
flight in the cosmopolitan center and 
bustling capital of French Polynesia, 
Papeete, with heads full of high-expec- 
tations. We’d all read Michner’s South 
Pacific. We'd all seen the photos and the 
brochures showing an impossibly per- 
fect paradise of overwater bungalows 
and jagged, jungled peaks. Only seven 
and one-half hours from Los Angeles, 
we arrived ready to take it all in. 

We checked-in to our hotel just in 
time for “Polynesian night.” ‘Traditional 
dancing was outlawed by French mis- 
sionaries in the 1800s, but is now more 
popular than ever. Women in long, yel- 
low grass skirts and swaying hips, whose 
precise movements tell stories, danced 
hypnotically. On their heels, fire dancers 


You are never lonely for aquatic companionship 
while diving off Tahiti. 


twirled flaming batons at an ever-faster 
pace as we enjoyed chilled French red 
wine. Quite an introduction to the leg- 
endary Tahitian hospitality. I could hear 
Ty muttering to himself, “No wonder 
sailors mutinied. Poor Captain Bligh 
didn’t stand a chance against those hips. 
Did you see that?” He then wondered off 
to his room in a Tahitian daze. (Men/) 
The next morning, driving our small 
car from Tahiti Nui to Tahiti Iti, the 
smaller half of the island of ‘Tahiti, we 
hung slack-jawed from the windows, and 
twisted our heads to see the island’s 
densely, and overwhelmingly pic- 
turesque, jungled interior. Every few 
miles, we crossed a stream coursing like a 
silvery ribbon out of the mountains. 
Groves of coconut palms, hibiscus and 
ironwood trees lined the road. And the 





hushed water of the clear lagoon was 
almost indescribable in its allure. 
Arriving early at Tahiti Iti Diving, we 
had a few moments to relax with the local 
kids lolling about the shore, and doing 
what kids all over the world do, we 
goofed off. As the other divers arrived, it 
quickly became apparent that diving off 
Tahiti is just as appealing to the local ex- 
pats. We quickly exhausted our com- 
mand of the French language (Ow, Non, 
Merci, Ou est la toilette?) with introduc- 
tions and reverted to courtesy smiles and 
head bobs. Fortunately for us, the 
French in Polynesia don’t have the hang- 
ups that the French in France do. ‘They 
are polite, friendly, helpful and don’t 
mind speaking a little English every now 
and then. They even smile. We came to 
the conclusion that all French people 
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(including French Canadians) should 
come here for training in international 
relations and hospitality. We were so 
taken by the atmosphere, we decided to 
take on French noms de guerre—Fift 
(Heidi), fean-Pierre (Ty) and Marie 
Antionette (Johanna). 

Leaving Marie Antoinette 
behind with the kids, we 
boarded the boat and headed 
out to experience one of 
Tahiti’s abyssal wall dives at 
a site called Marado. 

At about 30 feet, the level 
coral bottom — suddenly 
dropped away into a deep 
blue nothingness. On the side 
of the wall, bright orange 
gorgonians and_ sponges 
quivered in the current. We 
explored two narrow, but spectacularly 
pristine and sea fan-choked chimneys in 
the wall. Throughout, we kept getting the 
feeling that there was something watching 
us. I looked at Jean-Pierre, but he was 
busy photographing a moray eel in open 
water. He looked up, and I motioned out 
to the blue. We both strained our eyes, yet 
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didn’t see anything. Finally, toward the 
end of the dive, we spotted it—a huge 
Napoleon Wrasse had been shadowing us. 
And off in the blue netherland, we got a 
ghostly glimpse of some of Tahiti’s 
famous Blacktip Reef Sharks. 


Raiatea’s oft-photographed 
Napoleon Wrasse greets its 
old friend Humbert. 


Back on land and reunited with 
Marie Antoinette, we found that time 
had escaped us, and it’s a mad dash to 
get to the ferry landing back in Papeete. 
We barely made it; in fact, we dropped 
off our rental car with a baffled ferry 
clerk and threw our bags on as the last 
mooring line was let loose. The only 


Blacktip Reef Sharks gather for 
Moorea’s repas des requins. 


place left on the ferry was the back of 
the bottom deck, reserved for luggage, 
diesel fumes and late passengers. But as 
Moorea loomed closer, all discomfort 
was forgotten. With each foot, the 
jagged peaks became more alluring and 
mysterious. Images of Captain 
Bligh, Paul Gaugin and, of 
course, Mel Gibson (at least for 
Marie Anttonette and me) as 
Christian Fletcher came to mind. 
What must it have been like to sail 
through these waters 200 years 
ago? The more we talked about it, 
the more we decided that it must 
have been equally as magical. 


We arrived at our hotel, the Bali 
Hai Moorea, to a small surprise. 

“What do you mean there’s only one 
room left?” 

With a holiday weekend on us, we 
found ourselves in the predicament of 
having only one room for the three of us. 

“Well, fean-Pierre, it looks like you 
are destined to sleep on our couch the 
next two nights.” His eyes lit up with 
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And, just offshore, more equally spectacular megafauna awaits, this time in the elegant, 
sweeping shape of Manta Rays, almost guaranteed at a site called Anau. On good days, as 
many as 19 show up; on bad days, five... 


the prospect of spending two nights in 
the “girl’s room.” 

He winked at the resort owner and 
commended him for the oversight. (Men/) 

After settling in, we went to the beach, 
placed deck chairs in the silent waters of 
the lagoon, and stared at a night sky filled 
with more stars than I thought possible. 

The next morning, Jean-Pierre and I 
left Marie Antoinette asleep and headed 
to Bathy’s Club dive shop. What should 
have been a 20-minute drive around 
Cook and Opunohu Bay turned into an 
hour-long photographic safari. Every 
10 feet, one of us would panic that we 
were missing the best photo opportuni- 
ty of our lives, so stopped the car to 
capture the image—blue water dotted 
with a few small boats; lush coconut 
palms hanging out over the water; 
sheer, impossibly jungled cliffs shoot- 
ing up into the blue sky. fean-Prerre 
was right; it’s no wonder Captain 
Bligh’s men mutinied when they had to 


leave this paradise. 

We arrived to see the divemaster 
checking his watch one last time before 
shoving off for the morning shark feed- 
ing dive. If Tahiti, and especially 
Moorea, is famous for anything, it’s 
megafauna, which is a fancy word for 
large fish, namely sharks—Blacktips, 
Whitetips, Grays, Lemons. And at the 
Opunohu Canyon site, before the boat 
even dropped its anchor, the reef sharks 
were circling, dorsal fins slicing the dead 
calm water. We settled on the bottom in 
a semicircle, and soon it was time for 
repas des requins (food for sharks). 

At first cautious, the sharks circled. 
Then, as the scent of their breakfast 
became stronger, they began lunging at 
the fish parts, getting ever more fren- 
zied, until all that was visible was a 
swirling mass of sleek gray bodies. 
Suddenly, a large shape appeared out in 
the blue water. A 10-foot Lemon Shark 
approached, and the Blacktips parted 


to let it pass. The Lemon took a few 
finicky nibbles, then, bothered by the 
maelstrom of snappers, surgeonfish 
and a host of other tropicals, swam off 
in search of something with a little less 
competition. 

I looked to my left to see what fean- 
Pierre’s reaction was and realized he 
was nowhere in sight. In his place there 
was a whirling ball of yellow, blue, red 
and silver. The reef fish were going 
nuts over some small scraps that had 
floated his way. I see the flash of his 
strobes and, reassured he was alive 
somewhere in the cocoon of fish, I 
turned my awed attention back to the 
surreal energy of the reef sharks. 

Later, back at Bali Hai, we met up with 
Marie Antionette who had spent an equal- 
ly adrenaline-filled day of sunbathing, 
reading, sunbathing and napping. 


Huahine 
As our flight approached for a final 
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landing, we could see both the 
islands of Huahine and Raiatea, 
and both were perfect poster 
images of a tropical island par- 
adise. While Tahiti and Moorea 
had the stronger infrastructure 
for traditional tourism, 
Huahine, our first stop, still 
seemed genuinely untouched 
and native. 

A few minutes later, we were 
getting off the plane and onto a 
boat that would take us to our 
resort, Te Tiare, where 
hatched cottages hung out over 
the water with a perfect white 
beach gleaming behind them. 
Truly, luxury taken to its most 
romantic. Jean-Pierre and | 
almost simultaneously said we 
should come here with our 
respective spouses. 

Huahine is known as the 
“secret island” and it’s easy to 
see why. It is still relatively 
unspoiled. There are creamy 
beaches on the windward side, 
where lonely palm trees are awkwardly 
bent after years of fighting the wind. In 
the inland lagoons, the natives still build 
elaborate stone traps that strand fish at 
low tide. Hidden in the foliage, 








GETTING THERE: A number of airlines fly to French 
Polynesia: Air New Zealand, Air France, Aircalin, Qantas, Corsair, 
AOM and Hawaiian Air. 


FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: Any time of the 
year. The visibility is always good, but is slightly better from May 
to October. Overall, the best diving is from April to November, when 
the water is about 5°F warmer. Topside Climate: Although 
there are two seasons—the slightly warmer and more humid peri- 
od between November and March, and the cooler season between 
May and October—the difference is minimal. Most of the year is 
pleasant. Temperatures range 80 to 95°F from November to April, 
and 70 to 85°F May to October. Water Temperature: 
Average temperatures are 79°F in the winter, and 84°F during 
summer. There's virtually no thermocline; only I°F difference 
between the surface and 150 feet. A 2 to 3 mm shorty or lycra 
suit is fine year-round. * Exchange Rate: 1.00 (USD) = 
140 (XPF). USD is easily accepted. Time Difference: Eastern 
Standard Time minus 5 hours. 


LIVE-ABOARDS: Archipels Croisieres (Orava) (011) 689-56- 
3639 wwwaarchipels.com * Tahiti Aggressor (888) 348-2628 
www.aggressor.com 


DIVE OPERATORS & RESORTS: Tahiti: Aquatica 
Dive Center (at Tahiti Beachcomber Inter-Continental) (011) 689-53- 
3496 www.aquatica-dive.com ° /T] Diving International (011) 689-57- 
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Polynesian marae (temples and stone 
structures) hold ancient secrets in their 
stony silence. And, we visited a stream, 
where, much to our surprise, there were 
blue-eyed eels once worshiped as gods, 


7193 www.itidiving. pf * Scubatek 

(O11) 689-42-2355 
www.chez.com/scubatek * Tahiti r > 
Nautisports (011) 689-42-5093 » Ocean World 

(O11) 689-45-2198 e-mail: oceanworld@ mail.pf * 
Tahiti Plongee (011) 689-41-0062 e-mail: plongee.tahiti@ mail.pf * 
Le Meridien Hotel Tahiti (011) 689-47-0707 www.lemeridien-tahiti.com 
© Le Royal Tahitien (011) 689-50-4040 e-mail: royalres@ mail.pf ° 
Manihi Blue Nui (011) 689-96-4217 www.pearlresorts.com/p27|5c.htm * 
Sheraton Hotel Tahiti (011) 689-86-4848 www.sheraton.com * Sofitel 
Coralia Maeva Beach (O11) 689-86-6600 e-mail: H0547 @accor- 
hotels.com © ahiti Beachcomber Inter-Continental (011) 689-86-5110 
www.tahiti-resorts.com Moorea: Archipels Croisieres (Live-aboard 
based in Moorea; dive cruises to Tuamotu Archipelago) (O11) 689- 
56-3639 www.archipels.com * Bathy’s Club (at Moorea Beachcomber 
Inter-Continental Hotel) (O11) 689-56-3144 www.diveguide.com/ 
p2860.htm * Moorea Fun Dive (O11) 689-56-4038 www.fundive.pf 
© MUST (ON) 689-56-1732 www.diveguide.com/p2982.htme Scubapiti 
(O11) 689-56-2038 www.scubapiti.com * Top Dive Moorea (at 
Sheraton Moorea Lagoon Resort & Spa) (O11) 689-56-I11I 
www.topdive.com Bali Hai Hotels www.balihaihotels.com * Club Med 
Moorea (888) 932-2582 www.clubmed.com * Hotel Hibiscus (011) 
689-56-1220 www.hotel-hibiscus.pf ° Moorea Beachcomber Inter- 
Continental (O11) 689-55-1919 www.tahiti-resorts.com ° Sheraton 
Moorea Lagoon Resort & Spa (O11) 689-55-I111 www.sheraton.com 
° Sofitel Coralia la Ora Moorea (011) 689-55-0355 www.sofitel.com 


quite tame and possessed not 
one bit of God-like ego. After 
a bit of coaxing, we were all 
out in the stream with tin cans 
of sardines and for a brief 
moment, we frolicked with the 
blue-eyed gods of Huahine. 
Later, we donned our snor- 
keling gear and convened with 
the undersea objects of our 
true passion, just off the 
resort beach. We saw stingrays 
hiding in the sand, pristine 
mounds of corals, which pro- 
vided shelter and food for 
bright blue damsels and sur- 
geonfish, flittering butterfly- 
fish, parrotfish, pufferfish, 
unicornfish and a variety of 
triggerfish. All in shallow, 
crystal-clear water that, as the 
sun went down, was almost 
impossible to peel ourselves 
away from, to once again pack 
and get ready to move on. 


Ratatea 

This seemed to be the trip of late 
entrances, and once again, we arrived 
just in time for the afternoon dive. As 
the boat was mooring for our dive, we 
struggled into our wetsuits and gear. 


Bora Bora: Bora Diving Center (689) 
67.11.84 e-mail: boradiving@ mail.pf * Aqua Safari (689) 67.74.83 * e-mail: 
boradiving@mail.pf * Top Dive Bora Bora (689) 60.50.50 e-mail: top 
dive@ mail pf * Nemo World (689) 67.63.33 e-mail: mail@ nemoworld pf 
Huahine: Pacific Blue Adventure (O11) 689-68-8721 
Raiatea: Hemisphere Sub (011) 689-66-1249 e-mail: hemis- 
Subdiving@ mail.pf © Pearl Beach Resort (OIl) 689-67-7907 
www.diveguide.com/p27I5c.htm Rangiroa: Paradive (011) 
689-96-0555 www.chez.com/paradive * Raie Manta Club (011) 689- 
96 8480 www.raiemantaclub.free.fr/eng/rang/rangiuk.htm 

Dive Tour Operators in the U.S.: Into-Iahiti (800) 
531-9222 www.inta-tahiti.com ° Sportours (800) 660-2754 
www.sportours.com * Tahiti Vacations (800) 553-3477 www.tahitiva 
cations.net ° World of Diving (800) 900-7657 www.worldofdiving.com 


RESOURCES: Tahiti Dive Association www.diving-tahiti.com * 
Tahiti Tourism North America (310) 414-8484 www.gototahiti.com ° 
Tahiti Explorer Guide www.tahiti-explorer.com * Lonely Planet Books 
www.lonelyplanet.com * Moon Handbooks www.moon.com * Skin 
Diver Online www.skin-diver.com. 
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Splash! and we were again submerged 
in liquid blue at a site called Miri Miri 
and the Roses. At Miri Miri, the fish- 
life made photographers drool, but it 
was the semi-tame and well-fed mam- 
moth Napoleon Wrasse that grabbed 
all the attention. It is quite familiar 
with Humbert, our divemaster from 
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Hemi-sphere Sub, who scratched its 
chin by way of greeting. And this time, 
instead of shadowing us, the giant 
wrasse was in our faces, lookin’ for 
lovin’. To be that close to so big a fish 
really put our size and abilities in per- 
spective. In addition, we swam among 
densely packed schools of snapper, sea 
turtles and, at the surface, needlefish. 
The Blacktip and Whitetip Sharks 
generally kept to themselves, as they 
patrolled in the distance. Descending a 
little deeper to Les Roses, we came upon 
vast patches of unscathed and dramat- 
ic plate and cabbage coral. 

All dried off and a bit sunburned 
(with the mad dash for the boat, we 
forgot our sunblock), we asked 
Humbert about local eateries. 

“Oh, you must try Chez Guy (pro- 
nounced ghee),” he declared immedi- 
ately in his Poly-French accent. “In 
fact, that is Guy over there. I will make 
reservations for you with him now!” 
And off he went, arranging our reser- 
vation for 7:00 PM sharp. 

Guy arrived himself to pick us up, 
still wearing his chef’s apron and hat, 
fresh from his kitchen and smelling of 
something delightfully mouthwatering. 
Serenaded by geckos, Jean-Pierre and | 
felt a bit out of place as our Marie 
Antoinette had decided to stay at the 
hotel. We suspected a blond Aussie was 
the reason, but at this point we could 
only speculate. Humbert was right, 
though, Chez Guy was not to be missed 
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TOPdive 


French 
Polynesia. 


Dive with us 

on Moorea, 

Bora Bora 

and Rangiroa. 

Dive packages valid for all 3 islands. 




















Blue Nui Dive Centers © Bora Bora ¢ Manihi ¢ Tikehau 
The best way to discover the amazing variety of the 
underwater world in the Tahitian Islands. 
Sharks, mantas rays, barracuda and much more! 
Dive with the friendly experts chosen by the 
most beautiful chain of hotels in French Polynesia. 
Multi-island packages available. 
www.bluenui.com 
www.pearlresorts.com 
e-mail: boraborabluenui@mail.pf 
Tel/Fax: +689 67 79 07 


Contact: info@topdive.com 
www.topdive.com 


Phone: +689 60 50 50 
Fax: +689 60 50 51 





% 
ie 
he 
a 
& 
a 
& 
H 
oh 
a 


Moorea Beachcomber 
Inter-Continental Resort: 
7 the 5 star international resort oe 
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Your best dives ever? That's our daily challenge! 


f] The most amazing fauna on one of the world’s healthiest reef. 16 spots, some exclusives. Thrilling rk feelin 
fun with rays,... Best service and fitting up located in a dream resort. A great spot also for beginners, training, incentives, 
-1 seminars or groups. Contact us today for more information. 


E-mail- dive center: bathys@mail.pf resort: moorea@interconti.com website: www.moorea.interconti.com § 





Or book with all the best Tour Operators and Travel Agents. 
See more about Bathy’s and ae resort on the Travel Channel in “Shark ase uw se nis air ee 
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DIVING 


Roundtrip airfare from Los Angeles to Papeete, : 
roundtrip inter- island airfare to Bora Bora, | night at P 
the Tahiti Beachcomber Parkroyal, : 
6 nights Hotel Matira, 5 days of 2-tank boat diving 
with Bora Diving Center, transfers and taxes $2,199 


RANGIROA Roundtrip airfare from Los Angeles to Papeete, 
roundtrip inter- island airfare to Rangiroa, | night at 
the Tahiti Beachcomber Parkroyal, 6 nights at the [fi 
Kia Ora Village Resort, 5 days of 2-tank boat diving 
with 6 passengers, transfers and taxes $2,255 | 
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1-800- GO-DIVING 


E-mail: mail@worldofdiving.com 
www.worldofdiving.com 


conditions apply and fares subject to change without notice 
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* Footloose i in Rangitoa. 


a Ae: 
~ As: 


aa we indulged ourselves in dishes that 
would make a continental Parisienne 
chef bow his head in shame. When it 
was finally time to return to the hotel, 
we asked the hostess to call a cab. 

“Oh, no need,” she said. “Luc is 
leaving now.” And with that she hus- 
tled off, returning a moment later with 
an older French gentleman who didn’t 
speak a word of English, but was more 
than happy to give us a ride back to our 
hotel, babbling the whole way. Snooty 
Frenchmen? No, indeed. In fact, if you 
want friendly, there is no other place 
you can go and find friendlier people. 


With its jagged peaks surrounded by a 
blue lagoon, Bora Bora is perhaps one of 
the most memorable scenes of tropical 
perfection and allure imaginable. And, 
just offshore, more equally spectacular 
megafauna awaits, this time in the ele- 
gant, sweeping shape of Manta Rays, 
almost guaranteed at a site called Anau. 
On good days, as many as 10 show up; on 
bad days, five (generally January to April 
are the down months for Mantas). But, 
even in the unlikelihood that you get 
skunked on the Mantas, there is plenty 
else—legions of butterflyfish, the everp- 
resent Blacktips, Blackspot Snappers 
and numerous smaller tropicals. 


At the Bora Bora airport, we said 
goodbye to our traveling companion 
Jean-Pierre, who had to head home to 
the endless deadlines that go along 
with the magazine business. It was now 
just us girls, and we intended on mak- 
ing the most of it. 

The atoll of Rangiroa is dramatically 
different from the previous islands we’d 


PHOTOS (LEFT TO RIGHT): PHILIPPE BACCHET, HEIDI DOUGLAS; PHILIPPE BACCHET, TY SAWYER; PHILIPPE BACCHET 





That feeling? It’s your heart 
skipping a beat. 


visited. Part of the Tuamotu Archi- 
pelago, it is one of the four largest atolls 
in the world, with 240 coconut palm 
covered moiu (small coral islands) ring- 
ing an insanely blue inner lagoon, (with 
the deep blue sea on the outside). 

Diving here is notably world-famous 
for shark action. Action being the imper- 
ative word. The diving was a fast-paced, 
high-action drift dive, and we rode the 
incoming tide through one of the nar- 
row reef passes into the lagoon. 

With the help of the dive guide, I 
hooked into a little cave halfway 
through the pass. Inside the cave, 
Nurse Sharks were sleeping. Outside, 
Blacktip, Whitetip and Gray Sharks, 
sea turtles and Spotted Eagle Rays 
were patrolling, all making the current 
look like a slight breeze. Meanwhile, 
our bubbles disappeared instantly 
when we exhaled, and if we turned our 
masks they would threaten to rip off. 

Then we let go of our handholds and 
we were off, flying through the blue 
world like the sharks and rays them- 
selves. Too soon, it was time to return to 
the world above. 

Our time in French Polynesia was all 
too fleeting. Each island deserved its own 
week, but in the brief time we had we 
returned with a feeling of exhilaration, 
warmth, beauty, tranquility and hospital- 
ity. But when you visit, be sure to bring 
romantic companionship, because there 
is no better place on earth for passions du 
amour. Just ask Captain Bligh’s men. 


As a footnote, fean-Prerre tells me he’s 
told his wife “‘a version’’ of this story that 
didn’t include overwater bungalows, two 
women under 25 as traveling companions, 
or Tahiti, so you'll have to keep things 
quiet for him. (Men!) 


Traditional dancers at the © 
Tahiti Beachcomber. 
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Accident Program? 2 | 


















Although most dive accidents aren't serious, even minor 
injuries can be expensive. Many health insurance policies 
don't cover diver-related injuries, especially recompression 
chamber treatments, leaving you with a huge expense if 
your insurance isn't diving-specific. 


* ; 


Newly enhanced benefits to the gold 
and platinum levels make this insurance 7 
second to none in the dive industry. . 


LY deductible (except on medical nondive accident co of 
* [¥ mileage minimum (except on medical nondive = 
accident coverage) POSER ap 28 





"+ Lf we accept divers from any agency 
[Yall ages 
{¥ worldwide protection 
Assist America benefits available on 
» % all programs 
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To signup cal (B00) 223-9998 or register oni at diveinsurance.com 
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Going down—the Allantis 
Deep Explorer submarine. 


fter more than 20 years 
of diving the reefs and 
walls of the Cayman 
Islands, for my first Cayman dive of 
the new millennium, I arranged to do 
the ultimate dive—straight down the 
Cayman wall to a depth of 1,000 feet. 


but I continued to wonder what lay just 
beyond, in the deep, violet and mysteri- 
ous world, whose song had nearly lured 
me away in a moment of finality. 

To ensure that I would have an expe- 
rience that was “of the greatest possi- 
ble significance,” rather than “final,” I 


My dictionary offers several definitions of 
"ultimate": an experience of the greatest possible 
Significance or an experience that is final- 


My dictionary offers several defini- 
tions of “ultimate”: an experience of 
the greatest possible significance; or an 
experience that is final. In Homer’s 
epic, The Odyssey, sirens disguised as 
beautiful women sang to passing ships 
from storm-washed rocks, luring 
sailors to their deaths with their haunt- 
ing, irresistible song. To experience 
their supernatural seductiveness, with- 
out succumbing to their fatal charms, 
Ulysses stuffed his men’s ears with 
cotton and had them tie him to the 
mast of his ship. The sirens of Cayman 
live deep down the Cayman wall, call- 
ing to divers to descend ever deeper. 
Dropping giddily down the Cayman 
wall as a young divemaster on my day 
off, I had reached 200 feet before I real- 
ized I was fast approaching my personal 
limit. Narcosis had so subdued me that 
I no longer found the force in my legs to 
kick against the building momentum of 
my negative buoyancy. I reached for my 
power inflator, but barely summoned 
the strength to press the button. The 
thick air squealed through the valve like 
heavy molasses, slowing, then finally 
reversing my descent. I didn’t approach 
that depth again for more than 20 years, 


knew that I would have to tie myself to 
the mast, metaphorically speaking, and 
leave the dive tanks on the dock. 

The arrival of Research Submersibles 
Ltd. in Grand Cayman in 1985, and its 
subsequent acquisition by Atlantis 
Submarines, allowed me to find out. 
Cayman became the first place in the 
world where deep submarine rides were 
made available to the public for a reason- 
able fee, and it remains the only place in 
the world where deep sub rides are avail- 
able to the public on a regular basis. 

The Atlantis Deep Explorer is not 
rated to descend to the bottom of the 
Cayman ‘Trench at 24,000 feet. 
However, it will carry two passengers 
and a pilot in comfort to a depth of 800 
or 1,000 feet, and guarantees sightings 
of organisms that do not occur in scuba- 
accessible depths. The 800-foot dive 
lasts about 50 minutes, while the 1,000- 
foot dive takes about 70 minutes. In this 
brief period of time, it is possible to pass 
through the portals of discovery and 
enter a forbidden world unknown to 
almost anyone you will ever meet, where 
ancient creatures pass their lives with 
near infinite patience on a time scale 


that is almost incomprehensible to us. 
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DIVE 


BAHAMAS 
LIVEABOARD 


We include: 


¢ FOOD © BEVERAGES 
(SODA, BEER, WINE & 
RUM DRINKS) 


© ACCOMMODATIONS 

© TANKS © WEIGHT BELTS 
e 3 DIVES A DAY 

e ISLAND EXPLORATION 
© FISHING © SAILING 
SHELL COLLECTING 

© OUT ISLAND NIGHTLIFE 
e LOBSTER HUNTS 

e VIRGIN DIVING 


F 
blackbeard’s 


Call: (800) 327-9600 
(305) 888-1226 
Fax (305) 884-4214 
www. blackbeard-cruises.com 
E-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 





DOUG PERRINE takes the big plunge- 
| 000 feet down Grand Cayman s wall 
in the Atlantis Jeep txplorer. 




















After a brief and undistinguished 
career as a Cayman divemaster, I went 
back to school and studied marine biolo- 
gy. I read of the exploits of William 
Beebe, descending into the abyss in his 
bathysphere to observe and record the 
unimaginable creatures that inhabit that 
lightless realm. I learned of strange crea- 
tures, such as Stalked Crinoids, or sea 
lilies, that were found on the deep ocean 
floor. These flower-like echinoderms 
flourished during the early Paleozoic 
Era, nearly 500 million years ago, when 
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"Fishers: have the most powerful and me 
ruggedly constructed u/w metal 
drrertars you can buy.” 3% 


Diver 7 Mag 1 
Call for a free catalog 


or to order our 
demonstration video. 


Diver-held 


Fishers Pulse 6X and 8X detectors detect 
all metals, on land and underwater. 
Their Diver Mag 1 is a super sensitive detector . #7 | 
for iron/steel targets and works equally well bee & below water. Al are built for 
commercial operations and have both audio and visual readouts. Interchangeable 
coils are available for the Pulse 6X and 8X. 


Underwater 
Metal 
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Depressor Wing Mini Camera 


JW Fishers Mfg Inc, 7953 County St., E. Taunton, MA 02718 USA ¢ (800)822-4744 
© Tel. (508)822-7330 ¢ FAX: (508)880-89439 e email: jwfishers@aol.com ¢ www.jwfishers.com 
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Beebe’s footsteps and descending into 
the deep ocean, but I never expected to 
really do such a thing, and I didn’t hope 
to see a Stalked Crinoid in my lifetime. 
Gazing at one through the panoramic 
optical dome viewport on the Aflantis 
Deep Explorer, it seemed so close that I 
could reach out and touch it. 

We saw a variety of other creatures 
that are rarely seen shallower than 700 
feet: porcelain corals, sea dandelions 
and glass sponges. We saw rare black 
corals and species that are “unknown to 
science.” We also saw impressive rock 
formations: giant haystacks and slump 
blocks. Some of the individual slump 
blocks are 100 feet tall. All of this is seen 
with astounding clarity. Below the ther- 
mocline at 550 feet, there is zooplank- 
ton (such as larval crabs and other float- 
ing animals), but no phytoplankton 


(diatoms, single-celled algae and other 
minute plants). As a result, underwater 
visibility can approach 300 feet. Even at 
1,000 feet, there is a dim purplish glow 
from the sunlight, but most of the light 
for viewing is provided by the sub’s 
powerful floodlamps, supplemented by 
an occasional blue-green flash from 
some bioluminescent organism. 

Did the experience produce all of 
the ecstasy of a free descent over the- 
wall? Well, no and yes. In a sub, you are 
clear-headed, rather than addled by the 
effects of narcosis. But the thrill of 
dropping 1,000 feet into the darkness 
of the Cayman Trench and experienc- 
ing sensations and creatures both felt 
and seen by few is at once palpable, 
though ultimately ineffable. 

The dive is conducted, for opera- 
tional efficiency, by dropping fairly 
quickly to the maximum depth of 1,000 
(or 800) feet, then making a slow ascent 
back up the wall. Your eyes adjust to the 
twilight at depth, then throughout the 
dive the ambient light increases. There’s 
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not much color on the deep slope 
between depths of 500 to 1,000 feet. But 
once you start up the vertical wall and 
reach the “sponge belt” (between 200 
and 400 feet) the wall blazes with color. 
Sure, Pve seen colorful sponges while 
diving, but not like this. The sub’s lamps 





Iie brant sponge 
ween Z200)and 400 fee 


are equivalent to lighting up the wall 
with maybe 60 dive lights at once. 

If you’re hoping to see Megamouth 
Sharks or Sperm Whales eating Giant 
Squid, you’re likely to be disappointed. 
Our pilot, Courtney Platt, in the course of 
his 2,500 or so dives, has seen Swordfish, 
Mantas, Great Hammerheads and a Tiger 
Shark from the sub, but such encounters 
are rare. Besides, those are all things that 
you can see right at the surface, with luck. 
Other creatures are never seen in the shal- 
lows. Slit shells, for example, feed only on 
deepwater sponges and occur below 300 
feet. When they die, the shells sink, rather 
than washing up on the beach, so they are 
exceedingly rare in collections (less than 
100 in museums and private collections 
worldwide). A shell is worth $2,000 to 
$4,000. Courtney has spotted several on 
his sub dives—one of the few people in the 
world to have ever seen a live specimen. 

Life in the deep sea is different and 
fascinating, but relatively sparse. As 
you ascend up the wall, you can’t help 
but notice the increase in the amount 
of life, culminating in the riotous col- 
ors of the sponge belt. It’s a reminder 
that a trip to the bottom is a fascinating 
once-in-a-lifetime experience. 

My “ultimate” dive to 1,000 feet 
helped to satisfy my curiosity about the 
Cayman depths, but also makes me feel 
oddly more secure when diving the 
upper edge of the dropoff. I still hear 
the siren’s call, but having looked her 
in the face, she no longer seems so dark 
or dangerous. ** 











“My mother thanks you.” 


“Without my Dive-Alert, 1 might still be floating 
somewhere off the coast of Costa Rica. 1 was too far 
away for my safety sausage to be seen, but my | 
Dive-Alert caught the boat driver's attention, and here 
lam today. thank you. My mother thanks you. We now 
require Dive-Alerts of all our guests on every trip.” : 


and foresig 


us 


Chris Newbert 
Marine Life Photographer 
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It’s one of life’s cruel little 
ironies that very few divers 
actually get to experience the 
full effects of the vibrant col- 
ors of the underwater world. 
After all, it’s the kaleidoscope 
of colors that drew many of 
us to scuba diving in the first 
place. So, it’s not uncommon 
to hear a few divers express 
their disappointment when 
comparing their actual dives 
to photos they saw in a 
brochure. Why? Because too 
many divers are still diving 
color blind. However, if you 
are one of those divers, don’t 
hang up your dive gear yet. 
Aquacolor Productions has a 
solution: a dive mask that has 
scientifically accurate, under- 
water color-correction. 

To understand the signifi- 
cance of the Aquacolor mask, 
we must first understand the 

problem. Why do we lose color? 
Simply put, we lose the ability to see 
color underwater because of the 
adverse affects of water on light. This 
happens in several ways, but the end 
result is the same: as we lose light 
underwater, we lose color. As we move 
down the water column, reds, 
oranges, purples and yellows often 
appear brownish, gray or even black. 
For many divers, the loss and distor- 
tion of color often means a less enjoy- 
able and somewhat unsatisfying dive 
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(How many times have you heard 
someone on the dive boat whine “The 
brochure picture was much prettier.” ?) 

Well, divers will whine no more. The 
Aquacolor dive mask, made with the 
same patented, world-renowned, color- 
correcting photographic filter formulas 
that won an international gold medal 
from the Society of Motion Picture and 
Television Engineers, corrects the loss 
and distortion of color underwater, and 
provides enhanced definition and 
depth perception when viewing coral 
reefs and marine life. This ability to see 
the full range of the color spectrum, as 
well as the overall improvement in the 
diver’s vision, allows the Aquacolor 
diver to experience a more satisfying 
and fulfilling dive. 
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Aquacolor’s mask allows divers to experience the true colors of the underwater world. 
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coral reef, as seen with an Aquacolor mask. 


Banishing the Blues 
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Aside from the groundbreaking 
color-correction technology, Aqua- 
color’s dive mask has several other 
qualities that separate it from standard 
dive masks. First, the Aquacolor mask is 
billed as “fogless forever.” Those of us 
that have experienced an Aquacolor 
dive know this isn’t just another 
scheme dreamed up by an overzealous 
marketing department—we know it as 
fact. And, just as impressive as its fog- 
less component are the patented 
Bimonocular lenses, which add a safe- 
ty component to the mask by making 
possible the scientifically accurate cor- 
rection of the entire color spectrum 
without severe light loss while the 
diver’s eyes adjust to diminishing light 
at depth. Then, once on the surface, 
the lenses serve as 100% UV blocking 
sunglasses. These extraordinary lenses 
are also ophthalmologist and 
optometrist approved for optical excel- 
lence. Finally, the sleek look and feel of 
the top-quality opaque skirts allow for 
a mask that is fashionable AND com- 
fortable. 

The Aquacolor dive mask is truly a 
revolutionary piece of dive equipment, 
one that legitimately turns ordinary 
recreational dives into extraordinary 
recreational dives. So, if you are tired 
of diving color blind, invest in an 
Aquacolor dive mask and see what you 
have been missing. 

For more information on_ the 
Aquacolor dive masks, and for more 
detailed information on the technology 
behind the color-correcting fogless 
lenses, please visit www.aquacolor.com. 


PHOTOS: COURTESY OF AQUACOLOR 








Aquacolor® Bimonocular® dive masks are the first and 
only dive masks in the world to reveal the scientifically 
true colors of the magnificent underwater world that are 
otherwise lost. See what you've been missing. . . brilliant 
reds, oranges, purples and subtle pastel colors. 





Beautifully designed with a fabulous fit, the Aquacolor® Bimonocular® masks give 
100% UV protection and are fogless forever! 









“I recently had the 


opportunity to dive with 
/ an Aquacolor® mask in 
Bonaire and found the results to 


be astounding.” - Jenn Miller 
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Aquacolor® Bimonocular® Fogless Dive Mask 
Scientifically accurate color correction 
Award winning patented technology 


001 Silver Skirt & Black Frame (as shown above) 
002 Silver Skirt & Clear Frame (as shown w/dolphin) 
003 Black Skirt & Black Frame 


004 Pro w/Black Skirt & Frame & no filfer over right 
eye for SLR photography. 


005 Snorkler w/Silver Skirt & Black Frame 
PV Purge Valve for all models 





Aquacolor® Dealer Near You: 800-274-0424 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome: 800-382-0158 
Entire Aquacolor® story, Model of the Month, Dealer Site: 


www.aquacolormask.com 
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On my first trip to St. Vincent and The 
Grenadines, some 15 years ago, | was 
fortunate to get adopted by the 
Godfathers of diving, Bill Tewes and Bob 
Sachs. After a brief initiation of bubble 
blowing followed by a rum punch, code 
named Rocket Fuel, the diving Dons 
accepted me. | was in the family. In a 
recent reunion, | was welcomed back 
with open arms. | found that the diving 
was still intriguing and the Rocket Fuel 
had an even higher octane. 

For two decades, Bill (with Dive St. 
Vincent) and Bob (with Dive Bequia) 
have developed the SVG diving industry 
into a well-oiled machine—Bill in St. 
Vincent and Bob, south, to the island of 
Bequia where he established Dive 
Bequia. Today they still thrive and Bill 
also has a satellite operation in the 
Tobago Cays which has been run by 
local Vincencian Glenroy Adams for the 
past decade. 

When you dive with these guys, they 
seem to know every fish by name. Bill, a 
native Texan with an impressive gray 
beard, likes to say SVG is the critter capi- 
tal of the world. And he backs it up. His 
underwater family includes frogfish, sea 
horses, lettuce sea slugs, jawfish, several 
lobster and crab varieties, eight kinds of 
shrimp, eels and so on—all of which he 
zooms in on with a retractable pointer 


and identifies on his extra large slate. On 
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Hy The view of St. Vincent from Young Island. 











A diver interacts with Porkfish on a lush reef. 
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FRED GARTH 


The Grenadines 


his website (www.divestvincent.com) 
there are 38 critters listed. | saw several 
that are not mentioned so he’s finding 
more all the time. 

Bill also has another popular saying 
about SVG. “It’s like everywhere you’ve 
never been.” He kept repeating it since 
he knew I’d be writing about SVG. | still 
wake up at night spouting the slogan, 
especially after I’ve had a few rum 
punches. Thanks Bill. 

The water temperature in the islands 
is toasty, generally above 80° F. 
However, it sometimes dips into the 
high 70° F in the dead of winter—if a 
place 13 degrees above the equator can 
have a winter. Viz runs from 50 to 150. 
In the shallows of the Tobago Cays the 
viz is generally less due to particulates 
being stirred up. But in Bequia and St. 
Vincent, where deep dropoffs are com- 
mon, the clarity is more likely to be out- 
standing. 

Down in Bequia, Bob’s roomy boats 
frequent many sites along the western 

sath . coast, accessible in 
eee Minutes from his 
3 shop in Admiralty 

= Bay. Places like Pigeon 


(co) 


= Island, The Wall and 
5 Moon Hole are popu- 
lar dives. Moon Hole 
Bis so named for a 
bizarre group of cave 
© dwellings an eccentric 
4 millionaire dug into 
¥ the rock face above 
me the dive site. 
Apparently, people 
still live there. 
= The best (and one of 
the few) shipwrecks is 
south of Saline Bay at 





Mayreau Island. The 140-foot Purini, an 
English gunship, went down in 1918 
and rests in 40 feet of sand. It’s covered 
with sponges and corals and thousands 
of fish. Even the occasional reef shark 
meanders by. 

For snorkeling, the Tobago Cays 
with Glenroy to guide you is a winning 
combo. The cays are a cluster of small 
islands protected by Horseshoe Reef, a 
shallow fringe of coral which has saved 
the interior corals and sponges from 
wave damage. The snorkeling is great 
for beginners who crave bright colors 
and sandy bottom only six feet deep. 
Experienced snorkelers will like it as 
well for its expansive terrain. 

Beyond the Tobago Cays’ snorkel- 
ing, when conditions are right, you 
can dive Sail Rock, the exposed tip of 
an underwater mountain. This is a 
perfect dive for spotting sharks, 
eagle rays and giant barracuda as 
well as healthy stands of elkhorn and 
antler corals. The Tobago Cays 
Marine Park has helped to protect 
the marine habitat and includes all of 
the Cays and the wreck of the Puruni. 

Besides being a critter Mecca, SVG’s 
reefs have very little pressure from 
divers. Unlike some of the mainstream 
Caribbean dive destinations, these 
islands see only a smattering of divers. 
The result is a healthy marine ecosys- 
tem and great subjects for underwater 
photographers. 

With a variety of excellent diving 
and topside sights that will surely blow 
your mind, I’m glad to still be part of 
the SVG family. Next time we have a 
clan gathering, I'll let you know. But 
don’t wait on me, check it out for 
yourself. 








Sharks, Corals Mandatin Fish, Walls, Macro and More! 
3, 4, 7 & 10 day packages starting at $453.00 pp/do 
800-DIVE YAP (800-348-3927) 


sdm@mantaray.com ° www.mantaray.com 
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American Pro 


Diving Center 
Crystal River, FL 


“Let's Get Wet’ 
Manatee Tours 


Call for vacation packages with lodging. 


Learn to Dive 
in 2 Days 


Includes lodging & dive certification 


S 2 9 9.” pp/dbl. occ. 
800-291-DIVE 


821 SE Hwy.19, Crystal River, FL 34429 2 i 
PADI 5-STAR STORE 
All referrals welcome 


www.americanprodiving.com 
E-mail: ampro@americanprodiving.com 


Inchides: 

7 nights AC Cabin 
Breakfast daily 
Dinner daily 

3 dives dally 
Airport Transfers 


www. infobili 


* Bilikaki 
dx Billie Cruises Ltd. 


SOLOMON ISLANDS 


Toll-Free 1-800-663-5363 
(in USA & Canada) 
Tel. 250-383-7253 © Fax 250-383-6598 
e-mail: bilikiki@horizon.bc.ca 
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DIRECTORY 


OVERSEA 'S 


OVERSEAS DIVERS’ DIRECTORY 


See Overseas Divers’ Directory at www.skin-diver.com 
Rates: $760 for 6 months or $1,175 for 1 year with activated link. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY COPY 


via bank draft or international money in U.S. funds. Visa or Mastercard accepted. 


Contact: Heidi Douglas, E-mail: doughlash@primediacmmg.com or call: (858) 488-8677 or fax: (858) 488-4943. 


ANTIGUA 


DOCKYARD DIVERS (268) 460-1178; Fax: (268) 460-1179 
Antigua’s beautiful south coast. Yachting ctr, sensational sites within 
| mile. Sales. Rental. Accom. Pkgs. PADI certs. Nelson’s Dockyard, 
Box | 84, St. John’s Antigua. 


ARUBA 


PELICAN ADVENTURES (297) 872-302 
Wreck, reef, night dives. Certifications. Gold Palm resorts 
5-star dive facility on Pelican Pier. Fax: (297) 872-315 

pelican-aruba@setarnet.aw 


www.dockyard-divers.com 


AUSTRALIA 


PRO DIVE CAIRNS 011 (617) 4031-5255 
3 day/2 night outer great barrier reef live-aboard featuring the 
brand new vessel Scubapro. Also | day trips.Cod Hole and Coral 
Sea Safaris. Fax: (617) 4051-9955 prodive@internetnorth.com 


SERICA, FAR NOTHERN GREAT BARRIER REEF (617) 40938900 
Dive remotest reefs on 74’ luxury liveaboard - Serica. 6 guests. 
7 nts min. Remarkable big fish and macro life. 


www.sericadiveaustralia.com info@bomatu.com 


TAKA DIVE AUSTRALIA 011 (617) 4051-8722 
Dive Nthn GBR/Cod Hole 4 days/3 nts. Coral Sea. 5 days/4 nts. 


Large live-aboard A/C vessel Taka ll. Fax: (617) 4031-2739 


takadive@taka.com.au www.taka.com.au 
BAHAMAS 
EXUMASCUBA ADVENTURES-EXUMA = (242) 336-2893 


Located at Peace & Plenty Hotel, George Town. Daily dive & 
snorkel excursions, PADI certs. Cell: (242) 357-2259; 
Fax: (242) 336-2093; www.emascuba.com 
SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE-ANDROS (800) 223-6961 
Walls, caverns, blue holes, shark. PADI, SASY, nitrox. Twenty cot- 


tages, all-inclusive rates. Free dive intro/refresher lessons. 
(242) 368-2014; Fax: (242) 368-2015; 


BARBADOS 


THE DIVE SHOP - BARBADOS (246) 426-9947 /(888) 898-3483 

Barbados oldest & largest dive operator. PADI NAUI & ACUC cours- 
es. Reef/wreck dive pkgs w/ accomod. Pebbles Beach & Cavans Lane 
hardive@caribnet.net 


BELIZE 


BAREFOOT DIVING AND WATERSPORTS 011 501 262 119 
Overnight trips to the beautiful outer atolls including the great Blue 


www.smallhope.com 


www.divebds.com 


Hole. Local diving/Mayan ruins/jungle tours/U/W cameras. Quality 
and service is our specialty www.barefootwatersports.net 


BLUE MARLIN LODGE (800) 798-1558 
Come join the experience of family and friends that has returned 
again and again. The best diving, fishing, vacation, honeymoon des- 


tination. marlin@pbtl.net; www.bluemarlinlodge.com 


HAMANASI DIVE & ADVENTURE RESORT www.hamansi.com 
Newest small luxury dive resort. Dive 3 atolls and the blue hole. 
Explore Mayan ruins, 


Jaguar preserve & more. 


Toll Free (877) 552-3483 
THE INN AT ROBERT'S GROVE www.robertsgrove.com 
Belize’s only 5-star beachfront hotel. PADI Int'l Dive Ctr, Dly 2-tank 


dives to reef. Instr. all-inclusive dive pkgs. Luxury accom..,fine dining, 
(800) 565-9757 


info@hamanasi.com. 


adv galore info@robertsgrove.com. 
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LIGHTHOUSE REEF RESORT (800) 423-3114 

Private island w/ private airstrip next to the fabled Blue Hole. 6 

days and 7 nights. Air-conditioned beachfront accommodations. 
www.scubabelize.com 


BELIZE EXPERTS! (800) 447-2931 
Magnum Belize Tours. Dive specials and packages. Discount air- 
fare. Free color catalog. 

www.magnumbelize.com. info@magnumbelize.com 


MANTA RESORT-GLOVERS ATOLL (800) 326-1724 
|2-acre private island resort on southern most atoll, |2 air-condi- 
tioned cabanas, pristine diving, 2000 ft. wall, fantastic food, friendly staff 
(206) 463-4874; info@mantaresort.com; www.mantaresort.com 


ST.GEORGE’S LODGE, NITROX EXPERTS (800) 678-6871 
Overwater cottages, arrive/depart any day, excellent food, accomo- 
dations, diving & instruction. OWD/AOWD/Nitrox cert. 
Bze Ph. (501) 212121; US Fax: (941) 488-3953; www.gooddiving.com 


TURNEFFE FLATS tflats@rapidnet.com (800) 815-1304 
You will be “Pampered in Paradise” at our private island resort on 
the Turneffe Atoll. Small dive groups. personalized service, deluxe 
air-conditioned accommodations, delicious food. www.tflats.com 
TURNEFFE ISLAND LODGE (800) 737-3483 
A true diver’s paradise. Includes 3 tanks daily and meals all ona 
beautiful |2-acre private island. www.ultimatedivetravel.com 
VICTORIA HOUSE—BELIZE (800) 633-4734 
Finest resort on Ambergris Caye PADI, NAUI, resort certs. Combine 
a dive pkg. w/inland archaeology and nature expeditions. Call Int’ 
Expeditions World Leader in Travel to Belize. www.ietravel.com 


BONAIRE 


BON BINI DIVER’S BONAIRE (599) 717-54254 
Full-service dive store without the crowds! Packages available for 
every budget! info@bonbinidivers.com www.bonbinidivers.com 
GREAT ADVENTURES AT HARBOUR VILLAGE (800) 700-6373 

World class diving at 5-star beach resort. Now with photo & video 
shop! Exclusive. Friendly. Affordable. (305) 567-9509 
reservations@harbourvillage.com 
HAPPY HOLIDAY HOMES (599) 717-8405; FAX: (599) 717-8605 

Clean, quiet, |-3 BR bung, A/C, cable TV, full kitchen, pvt patio & 
garden, hot shower, best value, car & dive pkgs avail. Min. from 


www.habourvillage.com 


beach & diving. 


SAND DOLLAR CONDOS/OWNER RENTALS (203) 323-1000 
Luxury oceanfront units at attractive rates. Expert trip planning & 


www.happyholidayhomes.com 


advice from divers who know the island best. 
info@gotobonaire.com 
SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT/DIVE & PHOTO 
Bonaire’s most personalized dive rsrt & more. Guided snrk, kayak- 

(599) 717-5252 
www.discoverbonaire.com 
TOUCH THE SEA WITH DEE SCARR (599) 717-8529 
Unique diving experiences: photos, marine creatures, much more. 


www.gotobonaire.com 


ing, nature tour & mtn biking discovery. 
info@discoverbonaire.com 


(Closed July thru October). Reservations recommended Box 369, 


Bonaire, N. A.; www.touchthesea.com. 
BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 
CUAN LAW (LIVE-ABOARD) (800) 648-3393 


Relaxed diving for | to 20. Lots of toys and activities for non- 
divers, too. Family rates. Great food and crew ona fast, stable 


Trimaran. (284) 494-2490; www.bvidiving.com 


CAYMAN ISLANDS 


ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS/CAYMAN BRAC (800) 972-9795 
Spectacular diving, #1 rated dive operator. Affordable luxury, 2-3 
bdrm deluxe villas on private white sand beach. Discountdive, air, 
car pkgs. Fax: (541) 426-4863; www.almondbeach.com 


ATLANTIS SUBMARINE ADVENTURES (800) 887-8571 
Voyage 1000 ft down the Cayman Wall on-board Deep Explorer 
Submarines. Exclusive with only 2 passengers & a pilot. 
atlantis@candw.ky (345) 949-7700 www.GoAtlantis.com/cayman 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING (888) 633-7474 
Now at the Treasure Island & Seaview Dive resort. Diving pkg w/ 
unlimited shore & /or unlimited boat diving starting at only $379. 


bobsotos@candw.ky www. bobsotosdiving.com.ky 


CARIB SANDS BEACH RESORT-REEF DIVERS (345) 948-1121 

All new luxury condominium dive resort. Located on a beautiful 
sandy beach just minutes from world-class diving. 
Email: caribsan@candw.ky www.caribsands.com 
CATHY CHURCH’S U/W PHOTO CENTRE (345) 949-7415 
Enjoy classes with Cathy-the finest U/W photo instructor in the 
world-all levels. LOWEST rates on camera rentals and sales. 
Visit our gallery. www.cathychurch.com 
CAYMAN BRAC BEACHFRONT HOME (203) 866-1928 
Secluded 2 bdrm/2 bath prvt home $675wk. Snkl/dive off your own 
beach, rock climbing, hiking or just relax & enjoy. 
Brac Aquatics Dive Pkg. www.diveguide.com/p0151.htm 


CAYMAN BREAKERS-CAYMAN BRAC PH/FAX(345) 948-1463 
New luxury condos 2 bdrm air ocean front & view East end. Pool 
shore diving rinse tank showers.Dive package available. 


email: caymanbreakers@yahoo.com www.caymanbreakers.com 


CAYMAN DIVING SCHOOL (345) 949-4729 
Visit our new “PADI 5 star instructordevelopment center” loca- 
tion. Lots of great diving from recreational to technical--we’ve got 
it alll. www.caymandivingschool.com 
COBALT COAST RESORT& SUITES (866) 622-9626 
Dive spectacular North Wall and shoredives at 2 Divetech locations. 
Modern new resort offers dive packages with and without meals. 

www.cobaltcoast.com www.divetech.com 


DIVE ‘N STUFF 1 (345) 9ASCUBA 
Cayman’s premiere small dive operator. Flexible departure times, 
small groups, experience divemasters, very very low rates. 
divenstuff@cayman.org divenstuff.com 
DIVERSDOWN www.diversdown.net FAX/PH (345)945-1611 
Grand Caymans premiere dive operator at Cayman Inn Resorts- 
Sleep Inn. Small groups 8 divers max per boat. Value-priced dive 
pkgs room & free American Breakfast. 


DIVETECH @ COBALT COAST RESORT 1 (866) 622-9626 
Experience service, luxury & adventure. Packages include 2 great 
shore diving locations, unlimited shore diving, daily boat trips - 
with or without meal plans. The adventure awaits you... 
DON FOSTER’S DIVE CAYMAN (800) 833-4837 
Located in Georgetown Harbor & Comfort Suites. Perfect for in- 
struction, daily boat dive, shore dive & private dock for Stingray City. 
dfd@candw.ky www.donfosters.com 
EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTER (345) 949-7243 
Cayman’s best shore diving w/ great boat diving pkgs and accom. 
Great location to learn to dive for beginners, referrals, and adv.divers. 


www.edenrockdive.com email:edenrock@candw.ky 








LITTLE CAYMAN DIVER II & BRAC AQUATICS LTD. 
Unbeatable prices at condos, villas, hotels & live-aboard diving by 
the pioneering developer in the Caymans, 22 yrs experience guar- 
antees only the best at the best prices possible! (800) 544-2722 
ON THE BAY CONDOS (888) 868-6827 
Located on private North Coast, brand new luxurious 2-3 bdrm, 
oceanfront condos. Private lagoon/pool/fully equipped 
kitchens/Jacuzzi tubs. www.onthebayresort.com 


RED SAIL SPORTS GRAND CAYMAN (877) RED-SAIL 
Ask about our incredible H2GO dive package. Daily 2 & | dives, night 
dives. Courses available. Five complete dive &watersport centers. 


info@redsail.com www.redsail.com 


SEAVIEW HOTEL & DIVE RESORT (800) 262-7686 
On the quiet side of George Town, Grand Cayman, our |5 room ded- 
icated dive resort offers great and unlimited shore diving, boat dive 


trips for only $99/day! www.seaviewdivers.com seadive@candw.ky 
SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB-LITTLE CAYMAN (800) 899-2582 


Max of |2 divers per boat, || beachfront cottages w/ A/C, 800’ of 
pristine white sand beach w/ private dock SCC is the best way to 


relax and dive Little Cayman’s famous wall 


SUNSET HOUSE/SUNSET DIVERS (877) 854-32274 
PADI gold palm resort. GC number one shore dive, diving courses 
at all levels, dive shop, restaurant, bar, photo centre on property. 
www.sunsethouse.com/sd.htm skindiver@sunsethouse.com 

THE CLUB IN LITTLE CAYMAN (800) 327-3835 

This is your opportunity to own ultra luxury ina diver’s paradise. 
Now developing a limited number of new unique villas with 
unmatched luxury in Little Cayman. 
TORTUGA DIVERS (800) 447-0309 
Grand Cayman’s famous East end diving at a luxury full-service 
resort. 


Complete dive and watersports on_ site. 


tortuga@candw.ky www.morritt.com 


FIJI ISLANDS 


BEQA DIVERS www.begadivers.com divefiji@is.com.fj 
Leisurely dive trips to best dive sites in Beqa Lagoon. 
Budget firstclass packages soft coral splendor tunnels 
wreck gorgonia sharks. Fax 679361047 personal service 
JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FIJI ISLANDS RESORT 

The perfect blend of comfort and services of a world-class resort, 
yet has the warmth & intimacy of a small, private retreat. 
(800) 246-3454; Fax: (415) 788-0150 www. jmcfir@aol.com. 
DIVE KADAVU BEACH RESORT (800) 525-3833 
FIJ’S BEST VALUE! Great diving, comfortable accommodations, & a 
beautiful beach. Plus, discount airfares from the U.S. Call Landfall 
Dive & Adventure Travel. www. landfallproductions.com 
NAI’A CRUISES Fijl (800) 903-0272; (679) 450-382 
Fiji’s finest coral reefs & pelagic passages. Spacious & comfortable. 


Friendly crew. Owner-operated. Tonga humpback whale 
Fax: (679) 450-566 


GALAPAGOS 


AQUATIC ENCOUNTERS - LIVE-ABOARD, REINA SILVIA 
Hammerheads, dolphins, whale sharks from the ultimate dive boat. 


explore@naia.com.fj www.naia.com.fj 


We dive Darwin & Wolf Islands every time!! Free video available. 
(303) 494-8384 www.aquaticencounters.com 


GALAPAGOS SUB-AQUA (888) 317-6333 
The first and best land based dive operation. Hotel/dive packages 
and live-aboards available. Adventure Diving—PADI, NAUI courses 
and referrals. (945) 489-7749 
ULITMATE DIVING & NATURALIST ADVENTURE! (800) 525-3833 
Sharks, rays & unique land animals. Lammer Law, discount airfares, 
& Ecuador/Amazon tours. Call Landfall Dive & Adventure Travel. 


www landfallproductions.com 


HAWAII 


ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADVENTURES 1-800-635-1273 
Maui’s most diverse dive operation focusing on marine education & 
personalized service. Call 800# for FREE information package. 


Visit our website for FREE trial screensaver www.maui-scuba.com 


JACK’S DIVING LOCKER (800) 345-4807 
Retail, rentals, fun crew AM/PM, night & manta dives. Non-scary in- 
(808) 329-7585 
dive@jacksdivinglocker.com www.jacksdivinglocker.com 


KONA COAST DIVERS (800)KOA-DIVE 
Professionalism since 1967. PAD] 5* IDC/NAUI & SSI. PRO/TDI / 
nitrox, 


tros—photo/video PADI/universal referrals. 


rebreathers. Full classroom, retail, rentals 


divekona@kona.net www.konacoastdivers.com 


LAHAINA DIVERS, INC. (800) 998-3483 
20 yrs of showing divers the best Maui has to offer. Molokini, Lanai 
& Turtle Reef. Charters, rentals, retail & training. PADI 5H 


143 Dickenson in Lahaina, Maui www.lahainadivers.com 


MAUI DIVE SHOP (800) 542-3483 
Hawaii's largest dive center, 7 stores, free dive guide, daily boat 
dives, rentals, SSI & PADI, topside activities. fax: (808) 879-1644 


diver@mauidiveshop.com www.mauidiveshop.com 


SEASPORT DIVERS (800) 685-5889 
Kauai’s best—2 Boats, 2 Shops, Retail, Rental, Ni’ihau, 
Photography, Beachwear, Free Nitrox, PADI 5-star. 
seasport@pixi.com 


WAIKIKI DIVING CENTER (808) 922-2121 FAX: (808) 922-9595 
Located right in Waikiki. Dive on our new $100K boat PADI 5-star 
& NAUI OW courses 3 days OW referrals-2 days.Daily boat dives. 
424 Nahua St. Hon., HI 96815 www.waikikidiving.com 


HONDURAS—BAY ISLANDS 


CRYSTAL BEACH RESORT - NAUTILUS DIVE (800) 535-7063 
Villa on private cay surrounded by reef, grand view. $595 per per- 


www.kauaiscubadiving.com 


son DBL. OCC. incl. meals, diving, grp. spec. & fishing avail. 

www.bayislandsdirectory.com/crystal 
LAS ROCAS RESORT & DIVE CENTER (800) 844-3765 
Dive Roatan’s Marine Park from the doorstep of your cabin! 
7 nights, 2/3 dives daily, | night dive and more $349 p/p 
www.lasrocasresort.com/skindiver info@lasrocasresort.com 
REEF HOUSE RESORT ROATAN (800) 328-8897 
Secluded, intimate. Southern dive & bone fishing sites. Meals, 2 
fax: (210) 733-7889 
email reefdiving@aol.com www.reefhouseresort.com 
ROATAN, OAK BAY RESORT (504) 435-2337 
7 nights, studio apartment with kitchenette, |2 boat dives, unlimit- 


boat & shore dive dly, competitive prices. 


ed shore diving $385pp 


ROATAN CHARTER INC.—VACATION PROPERTIES 
Coco View Resort, Utila Lodge. Diving and fishing available. Beach 


cuba@tropicohn.com 


house rentals, Mayan ruins & more. P.O. Box 877, San Antonio, FL. 
33576 (800) 282-8932. www.roatan.com 


ROATAN’S DIVE & YACHT CLUB, (504) 455-5407 
in front of the best dive sites on Roatan. 4-star Resort, 6 
nights, 3 dives/meals daily, $450p/p 


www.roatanyachtclub.com email mh@roatanyachtclub.com 


INDONESIA 


INDONESIA MOYO-KOMODO-ALOR AND BEYOND 

On M/V Baruna Adventurer-A luxury 100 foot live-aboard. 
Bali Dive&Drive Fax: 0062-361 -753809 
baruna@denpasar.wasantara.net.id www.comcen.au/~baruna 


DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS (800) 962-0395 
World class M/Y Pelagian, 5 star service, professional crew. 
Explore Komodo/Rinca, the Banda Sea and Beyond. 


diveasia@diveres.com www.dive-asiapacific.com 
KARARU DIVE VOYAGES www.kararu.com (800) 886-7321 


Kararu Dive Voyages takes you to Komodo Alor Sulawesi. Join us 
in the center of marine biodiversity 115 ft luxury. 


email: info@divediscovery.com www.divediscovery.com 


JAMAICA 


JAMAQUA DIVE CENTRE (876) 973-4845 
5-star PADI, dive packages & instruction, 3 dives daily, 
Fax: (876) 973-4875 


www. jamaqua.com 


night dives, photo and video. 
webedivin@jamaqua.com 


MALDIVES 


M.Y. MANTHIRI MALDIVES (877) 357-0022 
Lost: Sanity. Found: Paradise, luxury live-aboard, millions of fish, 
great vis, gourmet food, whale sharks. Unparalled service! 


www.manthiri.com 


MEXICO 


VALLARTA ADVENTURES 01152 329 712 12 EXT. 3 
PADI 5H, fast new boats, Ist class gear, small groups, multi dive 
discounts, good viz, abundant sea life. Fax: 01152 329 71252 
info@vallarta-adventures.com 


MEXICO—BAJA 


BAJA EXPEDITIONS (800) 843-6967; (858) 581-3311 
La Paz based live-aboard and day diving/hotel packages. Whale 


www. vallarta-adventures.com 


watching, sea kayaking and multi-activity camping packages. Fax: 
(858) 581-6542; travel@bajaex.com; www.bajaex.com 

CABO ACUADEPORTES (521) 143-0117 
NAUI-PADI-SSI/Since 1984. 3 boat dive daily. Complete 
watersports centers at 2 exclusive beachfront locations. 

play@cabowatersports.com 
OUTPOSTRAVEL Info@outpostravel.com (916) 354-1942 
Diving packages; land-based and live-aboards in La Paz and Loreto. 


www.cabowatersports.com 


First-class, personal service, world-class diving. Air/land packages. 


www.outpostravel.com 


RAMAJAMAADVENTURES.COM (760) 346-3685 
60’ live-aboard wih superior accommodations for 6. Custom 
kayak and eco 


dive, snorkel, tours in Baja. 


ramajamaadventures@hotmail.com 


SCUBAJA DIVING CENTER (888) 285-1046 
PADI, luxury boats, snorkeling, camping, kayaking 
best service. 

(521) 122-7423 


MEXICO—COZUMEL 


BLUE BUBBLE DIVERS COZUMEL (800) 878-8853 
Blue Bubble, No Trouble! Dive with small groups, fast boats, per- 


www.scubaja.com 


sonal attention, flexible schedules, 6 departure times 
daily, equip rental. Air, hotel,dive packages www.bluebubble.com 


COZUMEL VILLAS EL CARACOL/VEC DIVERS (800) 291-2715 
Mini-haciendas—| |00 SF from $400/wk. Full kitch, shower-rinse 
Rm. LR, DR, |-3br. Maid, pool, gardens, palapa. AC, Res-Mgr. 
Custom dive services. Group rates US owner. 


DIVE PARADISE—COZUMEL (011) 52-987-2-1007 
The best there is! The best in personalized service. For a wealth of free 
info/reservations call (01 1) 52-987-2-1007 or write 602 Rafael Melgar, 
P.O. Box 222, Cozumel Q. Roo, Mexico 77600. 


PLAZA LIZZETTE/COZUMEL (800) 588-4827 
Condos & homes from $350/wk, |-3 bdrms, new, ocean view, 
English speaking mgr walk to bch/shop/restaurants. Dive &jeep 
rental pkgs. www.cozumel-pliz.com 


VACATION CONNECTION (888) 512-8747 

Dive Cozumel Palancar to Punta Sur on the island’s fastest boat. 
FREE night dive! Personal service for discount air,hotel & dive pkgs. 
Vacation Connection 888-5 | 2-8747 


PANAMA 


OUTPOSTRAVEL info@outpostravel.com (800) 659-5800 
Live-aboards-Coiba Explorer. Diving & land tours. Rafting, kayak- 


sburton@airmail.net 


ing, rainforests. Panama travel specialists. Experienced, personal- 


ized service. www.outpostravel.com 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


AQUATICS ENCOUNTERS LIVE-ABOARD M/V FEBRINA 
Escorted and non-escorted trips. Up to 6 dives daily. Call US for 
video 


information packages including free 


(800) 757-1365 Pin Code 1815 www.aquaticencounters.com 
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OVERSEAS 





BOMATU DIVING COMPANY 
Dive Papua New Guinea. Unique South Pacific dive expeditions for 


www.bomatu.com 


small numbers aboard our two luxury live-aboards TIATA & 
SERICA.PH +61 7 40 938 900 info@bomatu.com 


PNG DIVING ADVENTURES 011 (675) 852-2766 
Live aboard the luxurious Melanesian Discoverer. Cruises to Milne 
Bay, New Ireland & Madang. Stay at Madang Resort or the Malagan 


Lodge at Kavieng. mrh@meltours.com 


RED SEA 


ADVENTURE DIVING WITH DIVING WORLD (800) 443-0799 
The Red Sea experts. 7-14 night expeditions to Brothers, Daedalus 
and Zabargad on first class vessels. E-6 processing and Nitrox avail- 


able. 7 night itineraries from $1295 


SABA 


SABA’S “ALL UNDER ONE ROOF” OFFER 011 599 41 62740 
Pro dive center - nice saban style hotel - bar - restaurant - 
pool - two dive boats - great packages available 


www.sabadivers.com/sabadivers@unspoiledqueen.com 


SABA-THE UNSPOILED QUEEN (800) 883-SABA 
Dive the Sea Saba Difference w/Saba’s finest hotels: Cottage Club, 
Juliana’s, Queen’s Gardens, El Momo. Each unique w/poo! and view. 


Two 38’ boats; no crowds or compromise www.seasaba.com 


ST. LUCIA 


ANSE CHASTANET RESORT (888) 465-8242 FX: (758) 459-7700 
Scenic & romantic. 49 room hideaway amidst marine reserves, 600 acre 
estate, 2 beaches, prof. scuba centre, spa, mtn biking centre & trails. RO- 
MANCE, TRANQUILITY, ADVENTURE www.ansechastanet.com 


ST. MAARTEN 


DIVE SAFARIS (599) 5429-001; FAX: (599) 5428-983 

Boat dives - Reefs & wrecks. First class gear and 3 boats. PADI 
Scuba. 
www.thescubashop.net 


courses, referrals, specialties, Discover 


www.diveguideint.com/divesafaris 


OCEAN EXPLORERS DIVE CENTER (599) 545-252 & 544-357 
PADI & NAUI 30 years experience, Reefs, Wrecks, Small Groups. 
Daily boat dives & Lessons. Simpson Bay Beach 


divesm@megatropic.com 


THAILAND 


ANDAMAN SEA: “OCEAN ROVER” LIVEABOARD 

From the M/V FANTASEA team. Same crew, same program, brand 
new boat. Dive Thailand and Burma in style. (800) 443-0799 
info@fantasea.net 


M/V ANDAMAN SEAFARER 
4-10D cruise to Similan/Surin and/or Southern Islands 
PADI/NAUI Courses & Daydives. Fax: (667) 638-1219. 
PIDC Divers 1/10 Soi Ao Chalong. Viset Road Phiket 83130 


M/Y AQUA ONE: LUXURY LIVE-ABOARD: (888) 996-2782 
Cruise in Thailand, Mergui Archipelago, Andaman Islands. 16 paxs 
in 8 ensuite-cabins. E-6, NITROX, friendly crews. 
E-mail: aquaone@bigplanet.com www.dive-aquasports.com 


DIVE ASIA (667) 633-0598 


Live-aboard cruises in Thailand & Burma to Similan/Richelieu/ 


www.stmaartendiving.com 


www.ocean-rover.com 


www.pidcdivers.com 


Mergui/Burma Banks. Day trips, Padi courses & IDC 
Fax: (667) 628-4033 info@diveasia.com www.diveasia.com 


SOUTH EAST ASIA DIVERS (667) 628-1299 
Sail & dive Similan/Surin Islands or southern Hin Daeng 
4-7 days or 13 day Whale Shark safari on schooner Seraph 
Fax: (667) 628-1298 skin@phuketdive.net www.phuketdive.net 


TURKS & CAICOS 


$/V TAO LIVE-ABOARD STABLE 56’ TRI (800) 326-4831 
Dive Caicos remote walls with TAO’s PADI pros Sail-Sun-Scuba- 
Fax:(649) 941-5510 


Wwww.sailtao.com 


Deserted Beaches. Great Food-Good Fun. 
info@sailtao.com 
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VACATION CONNECTION (888) 512-8747 

DIVE W. CAICOS & FRENCH CAY on the newest & nicest dive yacht 
in Provo. Spotted rays & sharks!! Personal service for discount air, ho- 
tel & dive pkgs. Vacation Connection | 888-5 |2-8747 sburton@air- 


mail.net 


U.S.VIRGIN ISLANDS 


DIVE EXPERIENCE (800) 235-9047; (340) 773-3307 
Dive St. Croix’s best: walls, reefs, and our famous 
fish feed! PADI 5 H IDC center. hotel and dive pkgs. 


divexp@viaccess.net www.divexp.com 


LOW KEY WATERSPORTS (800) 835-7718; (340) 693-8999 
PADI 5-star IDC training facility beginners through experts. 
Certifications & PADI, NAUI, SSI, NASDS referrals welcome. 
Dive pkgs available. 


WORLDWIDE TRAVEL 


REEF & RAINFOREST (800) 794-9767 


Reef & Rainforest is a full service dive and adventure travel compa- 


www.divelowkey.com 


ny. Customized trips for individuals and groups. Let our experience 


be your guide. info@reefrainforest.com www.reefrainforest.com 


Overseas 
Directory 





Visa or Maste reard ncoapked 
Contact: eid Douglas, 
E-mail: 
doughlash@primediacmmg.com 
or call: 

(858) 488-8677 


or fax: (858) 488-4943. 











PHOTO: JESSE CANCELMO 


IT WAS A DUSK-TO-NIGHT DIVE—A REC DIVE, NOT A TEK DIVE, AS 
I’d soon be glad. We’d finished another dive about an hour be- 
fore; | swapped tanks quickly, hopped in the water and swam 
out over the reef. My buddies weren’t with me, so I decided to 
drop to the bottom and wait for them there. It was only about 
60 feet deep, and the conditions were good. 

Dumping the air in my BC, I started down. As I passed 10 


Own Your Mistake «cvs ssc 


If you choose to go it alone, you choose to face dive challenges 
without any assistance. And that could mean trouble. 





feet, my regulator pulled hard and then stopped delivering 
air altogether. 

Not good! Fortunately I wasn’t any deeper because essen- 
tially I was diving alone, and a buddy’s alternate wasn’t 
an option. With three strong kicks I rose topside, exhaling as I 
went. Not surprisingly, my BC wouldn’t power inflate, so I 
puffed it up orally so no one would have to chase 
my weights. 

In my then 17 years of diving, I’d never had my regulator fail 
like that. And, as it turned out, I hadn’t had it fail this time, e1- 
ther. The dive store had put an empty cylinder in with the full 
ones, and I’d exchanged an empty for an empty. 

Question: Whose fault was my near-accident? 

Answer: Mine! 

Can there be any doubt? Incredibly, I’ve had people suggest 


it was the dive store’s fault. Yeah? On what planet? 
Yes, the tank was supposed to be full. But who set 
up the gear and didn’t check the air? I did. Who en- 
tered the water without doing the predive safety 
check? I did. Who went into 60 feet of water with- 
out a buddy? I did. 

The truth is, as a certified diver, I’m responsible 
for my safety. I’m sup- 
posed to check my air 
when I set up my gear. 
I’m supposed to per- 
form predive safety 
checks. Underwater, 
I’m responsible for how 
deep I go, how long I 
stay, how much air I 
have, staying within my 
limits and ona recre- 
ational dive, staying 
with a buddy. The dive 
store owed me $3 for an 
air fill and an apology 
for missing the dive. 
They did not, however, owe me an 
apology for my near accident when 
I should’ve been ashore, dry and 
irritated, because I’d checked my 
air and never gotten in the water. 

While tek diving, I’ve had 
mouthpieces pull off second stages, 
lost brand-new gauges and had reel 
jams. Are these the manufacturers’ 
faults? No. ’m responsible for 
making sure my mouthpieces are 
on right; that straps aren’t going to 
break; and that I control my reel. 
On one dive, I almost ran out of in- 
termediate deco gas using double 
the gas prediction, as I struggled to 
stay with a teammate who didn’t 
manage his own gas well, then had 
trouble maintaining a midwater 
stop. Was that my teammate’s 
fault? Even then, no! I had no obligation to greatly risk getting 
me into trouble just because he couldn’t dive well. 





WAILATIVIOL 


Not Semantics 
This point isn’t simply rhetoric. All divers, rec and tek, 
make mistakes. When weacknowl- {S33 4 
edge our mistakes, we can learn from 
them. But some divers refuse to ac- 
knowledge their responsibilities for 
insidious errors—the ones that com- 
pound a minor problem someone or 
something else caused, leading toa 
worse situation or even an accident. 
Maybe it feels better to blame some- 
one else than to admit a mistake, but 
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it’s a dangerous attitude. 

People who refuse responsibili- 
ty for their own safety have no in- 
centive to change, because they 
“didn’t do anything wrong.” In 
other words, if I blame the dive 
store for running out of air, then it 
wasn’t my fault for not checking 
my air, not doing a predive check, 
and not diving with a buddy. If it 
wasn’t my fault, next time, Pl still 
not check my air, predive check, 
nor will I dive with a buddy. If it’s 


TOTALLYTEK 


control you. This has two important 
safety consequences. First, by accepting 
your responsibility for your safety, you 
learn from your mistakes, even the insid- 
ious ones. Second, and more important- 
ly, you don’t take anything for granted 
(like I took it for granted that my tank 
was full), so that minor problems you 
didn’t cause become major ones, because 
you do something stupid. 

There’s a third consequence of you 
controlling you, and that’s basic hon- 
esty. It’s not right to blame others for 


Don't let a near disaster cause you to powta oi 
others. Own up to your mistake and learn Tronv'! 


not my fault, next time I won’t check 
mouthpieces or gauge straps, nor will I 
learn better reel use techniques. Why 
should I? I didn’t do anything wrong. For 
that matter, guess I’1l go dive whenever 
and wherever “Mr. Dives Beyond 


Thirds” wants. 


Obviously, this is nonsense. Rec or tek, 
you can’t control everything, but you can 
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trouble you bring on yourself. Own up 
to your mistakes, so you’re honest with 
those you dive with and those you 
know. And most importantly, so you’re 
honest with yourself. 


Karl Shreeves ts VP Technical Develop- 
ment for DSAT and PADI, an active cave 
diver and a Tek Deep Diver Instructor. 
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SEASPACE 2002 

The SEASPACE Scuba Diving, Ad- 
ventures Sports and Travel Expo will 
swing into Houston, TX, on June 8 and 
9. This year’s expo will include IMAX 
cinematographer Bob Talbot and An- 
drea Doria wreck expert, Gary Gentile. 
More than 200 booths will be at the Re- 
liant Arena for participants to visit with 
experts on various topics. 
For more information, call (713) 467- 
6675 or visit wwm.seaspace.com. 


Scuba Show 2002 

The 15th Scuba Show will take 
place at the Long Beach Convention 
Center in Long Beach, CA, on June 29 
and 30. The show will be packed with 
exhibits, a demo tank, sneak peaks at 
the industry’s premier films, seminars, 
door prizes and a Saturday night party 
benefiting the Catalina Conservancy 
Divers. 
For admission prices, exhibit hours and 
general information, call (310) 792- 


2333 or visit www.saintbrendan.com. 


Jonathan Bird Photo Course 

Emmy Award- winning underwater 
cinematographer and Skin Diver con- 
tributor Jonathan Bird is teaching 
comprehensive underwater photogra- 
phy courses in tropical locations 
throughout 2002 and 2003, beginning 
in August on the Fiji Aggressor. Learn 
from a pro while diving the best spots 
on Earth. 
For more information, visit www.oceani- 
cresearch.org/jsbird.html or e-mail 
jbird@oceanicresearch.org. 


Course Dates Moved 

The Cleveland Lakefront State 
Park, Dive Rescue and Evidence Re- 
covery agency will be hosting a “Rapid 
Deployment Search and Rescue/Re- 
covery” course September 24 to 27, 
2002. The course, originally slated for 
April, is designed for dive team mem- 
bers and tenders, as well as public safety 
officials in law enforcement, fire and 
EMS agencies, but any certified diver is 
welcome. Fees are $330/diver and 
$130/tender. 
For more information, contact Officer 
Kevin Erskine, Harbor Seals Dive Rescue 
Team, Cleveland Lakefront State Park 
at (216) 851-8141, ext. 3024, 
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tropical marine life! Fewer than 

120 passengers. Call for your 
free Dive Brochure. 6 & 13 day 


. Caribbean cruises from nwAOLOR 


IGN ME UP 
1-800-327-2601 


Si Windjammer 
Barefoot Cruises 








P.O. Box 190120, Dept.# 34, Miami Beach, FL 33119 
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LINK 


HOW TO USE SKIN DIVER LINK To access the Skin Diver Link system, simply go to: To receive instant info: 
1) Enter your contact information. 


At Skin Diver Online, you can get hot news and infor- Lindi 

mation from our advertisers instantly—and it’s FREE. WWW.SKIN-diver.com 2) Select an advertiser. 

Skin Diver Link allows you to contact advertisers and click the Skin Diver Link button on the top right corner of 3) Click the SUBMIT INFO REQUEST button. 

directly, then it sends back their information via e-mail. the screen. If you don’t have web access, just call toll free (888) 353-3483, 

It’s that easy! ask for Skin Diver Link and a friendly operator will assist you. 
Thanks! 
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Armed with an U/W camera, Barbi Benton attempts to capture the swirling atmosphere of 
schooling anthias near a Fijian reef. Insets left: (Upper) Carol Connors, Jean-Michel Cousteau 
and Barbi Benton cozy up before a dive. (Lower) An Imperial Shrimp rests on a sea cucumber. 
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Combining work and pleasure into one is a goal 


many aspire to, but few manage. As I sip the 


traditional kava offered to me by a grinning Fijian, 


| look around at the people assembled 


and decide | am accompanied by the exceptions. 


In front of me, Russ 
Lesser, the president of 
Body Glove has come 
to the Jean-Michel 
Cousteau Fiji Islands 
Resort, with a bag full of 
wetsuits and bathing 
suits for me to photo- 
graph. To his left, is 
famed Playboy cover girl 
Barbi Benton, who has "= 7 
joined us to fill out the above mentioned wetsuits 
and bathing suits, and along with her is longtime 
diving companion and Academy Award-nominated 
songwriter Carol Connors. Bev Morgan and his 
daughter Connie, who operate Kirby Morgan 
Diving Systems, arrive with new full-face masks 
for Jean-Michel to test for possible use in his 
upcoming projects. Their diving friend David 
Crosby, of Crosby, Stills, Nash and Young notori- 
ety, also joins them. 

To my right, and next to try the kava, is Bob 
Evans, owner/inventor of Force Fins. Bob comes 
equipped with some impressive new hydrodynam- 
ic fins for Jean-Michel Cousteau to test swim. To 
Bob’s right is James Miller, lawyer and author (I 
read his latest book, Final Justice, in between dives 
over the week). He is involved in a project to intro- 
duce the eco-friendly aspects of the Cousteau 
Resort to other resorts around the world. 

As Jean-Michel crosses his legs to join us on the 
floor, a curious tingling sensation begins in my lips 
(the kava), and I decide to look more closely for a 
common denominator among this group. 

The next morning, one reason for this gathering 
becomes clear—the diving. 


Native Fijian dancers at a meke. 





Diving is a_ great 
equalizer—tregardless 
of your background or 
pedigree, once you 
descend, you’re a diver 
with a common desire 
to explore and experi- 
ence the world’s last 
great frontier. And in 
this sense, our group 

= Was no exception. Each 
couldn’t wait to wet their gills. Like anyone await- 
ing a dive, the questions, “What’s there?” and 
“What will I see?” bounced through everyone’s 
head. And when the divemaster announced that we 
were headed to Namena Island, we practically 
tumbled over each other to get on the boat. 

This small island is surrounded by reefs of 
intense color with sheer walls and current-swept 
passes, often visited by huge pelagics. Upon arrival, 
we find the current is still running and wait 30 
minutes to dive closer to slack tide. There’s a fine 
line between too much current to dive and com- 
pletely slack water. If there is no current, the pelag- 
ic life tends to drift out of view into the open ocean. 

Our dive guide says it’s time, and as I kick into 
the wall I feel a gentle tug pulling me along. This 
gentle tug increases as we near the entrance to the 
pass, but is still workable, even with my camera. 
The wall slopes down to 60 feet as we enter the pass. 
Coral-covered pinnacles can be seen further inside, 
and a huge school of jacks hangs in midwater just at 
the drop-off. As instructed, I make my way along 
the wall, staying at the edge where blue water meets 
reef. Russ and Jim are ahead of me and there are 
Gray Reef Sharks patrolling right in front of them, 


Text and Photography by David Fleetham 
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THE GATHERING 











off the lip of the reef. Just beyond 
the group I find a sand patch to rest 
on and take in the show. A huge 
Dogtooth Tuna passes only 10 feet 
from me, as I see my models peel off 
and head into’ the pass. 
Remembering my mission, I join 
them and begin shooting. Barbi, an 
enthusiastic photographer herself, 
has a Nikonos V in hand and her 
strobe 1s already flashing. It takes lit- 
tle time for us to exhaust our film. 
Back on the boat, Marie-Lise, the 
resorts full-time marine biologist, 
talks about a few of the unusual 
creatures we have just encountered 
as we make our way to the island for 
our surface interval. The island is an 
unusual stop. Jean-Michel discussed 
a marine park proposal with the 
resort on Namena, while we 
stretched our legs and relaxed on 
their private beach for lunch. One of 
‘2 based sharp, poisonou 
ONOres a cur ious diver. 






















the J-MC Resort guides is from the 
village that controls the reefs around 
the island. He has been sent to the 
Caribbean to see a marine park there 
firsthand to find what works and 
bring those ideas back to Fiji. 

Our second dive, at a site called 
Chimneys, encompasses two pinna- 
cles with flat table-like tops. A 
cloud of anthias pulsates off the 
upper reef, darting for protection 
each time a divers’ bubbles trickle 
up the side of the pinnacle from 
below. With my first camera shot, I 
look for our dive guide. The second 
pinnacle lies just beyond the 100- 
foot visibility, and as Carol points, I 
see Bob and Russ making their way 
across a sand patch to the unseen 
pinnacle. Not far behind them, we 
begin to make out a large shadow 
that materializes in the second half 
of the dive. Bob has found an 
impossibly large lionfish that he 
appears to be trying to communi- 
cate with. The two stare eyeball to 
eyeball. With a knowing look, Bob 
backs away to give us the opportu- 
nity for a few photos with Barbi, 
Carol and Jean-Michel, who take up 
the lionfish vigil. This “knowing” 
cooperation I find to be a common 
thread running throughout the 
group, and I’m impressed by how 
smoothly so many large egos are 
able to, not just get along with each 
other, but obviously enjoy them- 
selves. Soon, I’m all out of film. I 
tuck my camera to my side and drift 
past swaying curtains of bright red 
and yellow soft coral. Ah, there’s 
nothing like a Fijian reef. 
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The following afternoon, I find 
Jean-Michel up to his knees in the 
ocean in front of the resort, sur- 
rounded by children. The kids stare 





BEST TIME TO VISIT Tomorrow. Any time it is snowing, sleeting, hailing, too cold, too hot, too windy, raining, a drought, or there are tornado, 
hurricane or flood warnings, or a plague of some kind where you are. April 14. When houseguests threaten to visit. When the neighbor's dog barks too §@ 
loud. Any Monday morning. Today. Topside Climate Tropical, but it does rain often and can be breezy and cool, so rain gear and a light jacket ¥ 
are a good idea. The rainiest season is from December through February. May through October is the driest time of year. Trade winds bring year-round i 
afternoon and evening sea breezes. Water Temperature Typically 76 to 83°F. Experience has taught me that in Fiji | am most comfortable in a % 
wetsuit thicker than 3 mm, especially when making multiple dives in a single day. | usually wear a 3/5/3 (3 mm arms and legs with a 5 mm torso) and 
a hooded vest. Exchange Rate 1.00 (USD) = 2.31 (FJD) Fiji Dollars. The U.S. dollar is accepted at many 

. major resorts, but it is best to have some local currency when traveling. Time Difference Eastern 

. Standard Time plus 17 hours. When it is 4:00 pm on the East Coast, it is 9:00 an the next day in Fiji CONTACTS Fiji 

Visitors Bureau www.bulafiji.com (310) 568-1616 © Fiji Dive Operators Association (FDOA) www.fijidive.com © Air Fiji (877) 247- 
3454 www.airfijinet © Air Pacific (800) 227-4446 www.AirPacific.com www.WarmDivesCoolDeals.com * Air New Zealand 
(800) 262-1234 www.airnz.com * Bega Divers (011) 679-361-088 www.beqadivers.com * Lalati (877) 252-5284 
www.LalatiFiji.com * Matangi Island Resort (888) 628-2644 www.Matangilsland.com * Marlin Bay Resort (800) 542-Fill 
www.marlinbay.com * Qantas Airways (800) 227-4500 www.Qantas.com * Sun Air www.fijito (800) 294-4864 © South 
Seas Adventures (800) 576-7327 www.south-seas-adventures.com Live-aboards: Fiji Aggressor (800) 348-2628 
www.aggressor.com © Naja (800) 903-0272 www.naia.com.f 
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A couple enjoys a little solitude while snorkeling off a 
tiny private sand island. Below: Jean-Michel shares 
the wonders of starfish with some young guests. 
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THE JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FIJI ISLANDS 
intently as J-MC attempts to explain the — RESORT is a unique haven, boasting no televisions, 
importance of a starfish. The resort is telephones or air-conditioning in the 25 private, 


one of the most family friendly environ- spacious, authentic Fijian-style bures (pronounced 
boo-rays) with private decks, which dot the 17-acre 


enclave on Savusavu Bay, on the island of Vini Levu. 
The resort is past the halfway mark and on track in 
a 10-year plan to show that a resort can be finan- 


eae! cially viable and at the same time environmentally 
ages, and includes activities organized by friendly. Once a flourishing coconut plantation, 


a naturalist to educate and entertain at — management works with the nearby villages to 
the same time. There is even an activity _ enhance the lives of the natives and, at the same 
passport to be stamped upon completion __ time, bring the Fijian way of life to the visitors at 
of various programs. the resort. The villages take turns putting on a meke 

After our final dinner, the group (Fijian dance/festival) once a week, with kava for 


retired to the bar for a spontaneous — 4/yone who would like to enjoy the traditional drink 


“talent night” organized by Barbi and and ceremony. S es oe 


Carol who begin with a duet. We move 
onto skits and stories, and I begin to 
feel like I’ve been sucked back through 
time to summer camp, then I realize, 
that’s 1t/—the common denominator. 


ments that I have encountered. A battal- 
ion of Fijian nannies are available for the 
very young and Camp Bula, beside the 
resort’s tennis courts, takes care of all 








Fiji instills a youthful fascination and _ these magical islands. And, this gath- 
excitement with life and the underwa-_ ering of stars had fallen under its 
ter world. A wide-eyed need to discov- __ relentless spell. 
er, share and experience something Spectal thanks to Air New Zealand and 
new wells up from the heartbeat of Body Glove Wetsuits. 
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BY SCOTT D. JONES 
A look at those who helped define diving and continue to push it forward. 


Scuba Equipment Manufacturers 


Diving Revolutionary: Bob Hollis 





Bob Hollis dreamed about decades ago. 


240 feet for seven days. 


MILESTONES 


Keeping Divers Dry: Dick Long 
IN 1960, Dick LONG BECAME A FOUNDING INSTRUCtor 
with NAUI and the rest is diving history. As president 
and CEO of Diving Unlimited International (DUI) 
since 1963, Long _ has 
watched the growth and 
development of products 
aimed at protecting people 
who work or play in chal- 
lenging aquatic environ- 
ments. As part of the US. 
Navy Research and De- 
velopment team, he experi- 
mented with exposure suit 
technology in more depth, 
which led to the creation of 
many original and useful diving products. His hot 
water-heated diving suit is still considered one of the 
industry’s unique innovations. Through DUI, the 
growth of drysuit diving and related technologies con- 
tinues to change the face of diving. 

Long also helped to spearhead the highly successful 
sinking of the HMS Yukon near San Diego in 1999. 
The vessel has developed into an artificial reef for 
marine habitat, is a haven for scientific and educational 
research, and is a model for government/tourism coop- 
eration throughout the world. The Yukon now sits at 
100 feet off Mission Bay and hosts thousands of dive 
visitors each year. 

A member of the NAUI Hall of Fame, Long has 
served as a member of DEMA, the Scuba Diving 
Resource Group and as President of the San Diego 
Oceans Foundation. 
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EVER SINCE HE SURFACED FROM HIS FIRST SCUBA DIVE MORE THAN 40 YEARS ago, 
Bob Hollis has looked for ways to make diving better and more enjoyable. His 
innovative ideas led to the development of early underwater camera equipment 
in the 1960s, to the research and development of prototype dive computers in the 
1980s. As founder of Oceanic, Bob took his knowledge of dive retailing, diving 
experience and manufacturing to create a line of computer products that has 
helped revolutionize diving forever. With the advancements of modern technol- 
ogy, diving is safer and more enjoyable than ever due to ideas and insights that 


An avid diver who enjoys research and adventure, Hollis is among a select few 
who have logged time on the famous Andrea Doria wreck. In fact, few have logged 
more dives or spent more time on this famous wreck. Hollis was part of several production teams filming 
on the Andrea Doria, and in 1974, helped develop the only portable saturation system and used it to stay at 





Recognized with the DEMA Reaching Out Award in 2000, Hollis was inducted into the Recreational 
Scuba Diving Hall of Fame in Grand Cayman this past January. 


The Betsy Royal Treatment 

BETSY ROYAL’S DIVING CAREER HAS TAKEN HER FROM 
the shores of New England night diving for lobsters to the 
Caribbean and back to the East Coast, where today she 
serves as the VP of Sales and Marketing for Mares. 

A passionate diver who has worked in the industry for 
more than 20 years, Betsy began her career as the Northeast 
Advertising manager for Skin 
Piver during the early 1980s. 

She then went to work for 

Henderson Aquatics, where 

she became one of the first 

women to achieve executive 

status in a major dive equip- 

ment manufacturing corpora- 

tion. In 1996, Betsy took on 

her current position at Mares. 

Her experience in dive media 

and manufacturing continues 

to give her and those that 

work around her the edge in a competitive dive market. 
Currently, Mares holds a leadership position in the recre- 
ational scuba diving world. 

Betsy served two terms on the Board of Directors for the 
Diving Equipment Marketing Association (DEMA), and 
in 2000, was elected to the Women Divers Hall of Fame 
(WDHOF). Hillary Viders, founder of WDHOEF, said 
upon Betsy’s induction that Betsy “possesses the assets of 
PBMC (or lelome tiem ue) (cmon ere(o mmne-l(onlemeluhuommelcestecin(oysterave| 
excellent people skills.” ‘Today, she continues to support 
the diving community by helping to sponsor educational 
programs, record-breaking free-diving athletes and other 
initiatives designed to grow the scuba diving industry. ™ 





PHOTOS: (HOLLIS & LONG) SDM ARCHIVES; (ROYAL) COURTESY BETSY ROYAL 















BY TIFFANY H. CAREY sie 


Each month Skin Diver looks back through its pages in search of those little 
nuggets of yesteryear—old equipment, trends of the time, new discoveries— 
that echo the times and may surprise or shock us. It’s good to know your 
roots and how discoveries of old have helped shape diving of today. 


Climb a Tree, Catch a Fish 


When it comes to midwestern divers the term “land-locked” comes to 
mind, but the friendly people of the “Show Me” state are far from it. In the ® 
spring of 1969, SD Editor Bill Barada road-tripped 
to the southwest corner of Missouri and landed at 
Table Rock Lake, in the heart of the Ozarks. At 58 
miles long, 8.5 miles wide and with 857 miles of 
incredible shoreline, Table Rock is one of the largest man-made lakes in the world. A Se] 
; thick forest of underwater trees combined sport diving with tree climbing, making for 
mp peculiar practice of Carp hunting. On Barada’s trip, each diver descended and waited 
© in tree tops for a unsuspecting Carp to pass. On one trip, two 20-pound Carp were suc- 
cessfully speared. 
Of course, the tree-top hunting has ceased, but the promise of clear, warm water 
continues to bring summer vacationers from neighboring states. 
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Debunking the Deep 


In February 1961, the Skin Diver staff reported the beginnings of technical diving. 
It began in late 1959 with a young swiss mathematician named Hannes—a Good Will 
Hunting type of math whiz—and a question: Why can’t divers go deeper than 200 ited, 
feet without danger? After successfully diving to 400 feet and ascending DCS-free, es 2 ee. 
Hannes befriended Dr. Albert Buhlmann. Together they theorized that a diver eek - : 
could reach greater depths and perform more rapid ascents by breathing a con- _ 
trolled mixture of different gases. With the help of an IBM 650 computer, the sci- [y= s3rayanE 
entists calculated more than 250,000 four-figure numbers to compile 400 new BAAseiteray pay joeee = ee 
decompression tables, covering depths to 1,312 feet. Another dive to 510 feet was “D> E EP oy \ee, 
made in four minutes; the ascent lasted only 30 minutes. The previous deco tables specified — “Gael 
a 5 to 7 hour ascent on a dive to that depth. Hannes was debunking the tables one depth at : ; t; tye 
a time. Finally, the French Naval authorities got wind of Hannes and, at the Toulon Naval ok 
Base, he reached record depth of 820 feet—descent: 10 minutes; ascent: 49. 
















Inflated Egos and Scuba 


Flipping through the August 1955 Skin Diver, an article called “Inflated 

Egos and Scuba” caught my attention. I had to read it twice and even had a 
colleague read it to make sure I was understanding the topic and what the 
author was saying. Turns out, I was right on. This article, taken from “The 
Seafarer,” discusses in great depth a problem and solution for women bearing 
“falsies’—small balloon-type cushions used to enhance = a 
woman’s...errr...decolletage, if you will. Problem: “...A girl starting at sea 
level would tend to find herself twice as chesty in an airplane flying at 18,000 
feet and even at 8,000 feet she would become | and /4 as chesty!” Solution: 
““_.Some sort of constant volume device...each girl so equipped should carry a 
small portable scuba with her...put in some relatively inconspicuous small carrying 
case [and the falsies] would remain inflated to a constant volume. Who would have 
thought of the scuba as a cosmetic device!” Brillant. 
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DIVE ACCESSORIES 


AQUA ANGEL 
http://www.aquaangel.com 
e-mail: info@aquaangel.com 
SCUBA DO RAG 
htp:/Awww.scubadorag.com 
e-mail: cococheznaynay@vnet.net 


DIVE EQUIPMENT 


ADORAMA/LEISURE PRO3 
http://www. leisure-pro.com 

e-mail: goleisure@aol.com 

APOLLO SPORTS 
http://www.apollosportsusa.com 
e-mail: apollous@aol.com 

DIVERS DISCOUNT 
http://www.diversdiscountflorida.com 
e-mail: salesandinfo@divers-discount.com 
DIVERS DIRECT 
http://www.diversdirect.com 

e-mail: experts@diversdirect 

DIVERS OUTLET 
http://www.diversoutlet.com 

e-mail: info@diversoutlet.com 
DIVERS SUPPLY 
http://www.divers-supply.com 

e-mail: diving@divers-supply.com 
LAUDICK’S JEWELRY 
http://www.activewatches.com 
e-mail: laudick@bright.net 
PERFORMANCE DIVER 
http://www.performancediver.com 
e-mail: wvaperf@aol.com 

RUBBER STAMPS FOR DIVERS 
http://www.stempelprofi.com 

e-mail: diver@stempelprofi.com 
SEAQUEST 
http://www.sea-quest.com 
SEAVENGER 
http://www.seavenger.com 
SUBMERSIBLE SYSTEMS/SPARE AIR 
http://www.spareair.com 

e-mail: info@submersiblesystems.com 
SUUNTO 

http://www.suuntofi.com 

e-mail: suuntodiving@suunto.fi 


EMPLOYMENT 
CAYMAN JOBS 
http://www.caymanjobs.com 
e-mail: mrdream@caymanjobs.com 


GUIDES / 
PUBLICATIONS 
DOGSBREATH DIVERS 
http://www.dogsbreathdivers.com 
e-mail: dogsbreath@barclays.net 
MARINE LIFE BOOKS 
http://www.fishid.com 

email: orders@fishid.com 

HOMO DELPHINUS 

The Dolphin Within Man by Jacques Mayol 
http://www. idelson-gnocchi.com 
SCUBAMEX, S.C. 
http://www.scubamex.net 

e-mail: rodolfo@scubamex.net 
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INTERNET DIRECTORY 


UNDERCURRENT 
http://www.undercurrent.org 
e-mail: editor@undercurrent.org 


MISCELLANEOUS 


ALOHA SHIRTS-BIKINIS-ETC. 

http://www. keywestcargo.net 

e-mail: kwcargo@bellsouth.net 

RON GORDON DIVE WATCH REPAIRS & SALES 
http://www.gordonronwatches.webatonce.com 
e-mail: rongord@aol.com 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


ARMATO’S 

http:/Awww.armatos.com 

e-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 
BERGER BROS. 

http://www. berger-bros.com 

e-mail: webmaster@berger-bros.com 
CARLSON CUSTOM VIDEO 
http://www.customvideohousings.com 
e-mail: denny-carlson@juno.com 
CATHY CHURCH U/W PHOTO CTR 

& GALLERIES 
http://www.cathychurch.com 

e-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 

CPD INDUSTRIES 
http://www.casesbypelican.com 
e-mail: sales@casesbypelican.com 
FISHEYE DIVE, PHOTO & VIDEO 
http://www.fisheye.com 

e-mail: fisheye@candw.ky 

NIKONOS REPAIR/MIKE MESGLESKI 
http://www.nikonosrepair.com 

e-mail: mmesgleski@nikonosrepair.com 
SEALIFE 

http://www. pioneer-research.com/sealife.htm 
UNDERWATER PHOTO-TECH 
http://www.uwphoto.com 

e-mail: info@uwphoto.com 


TECHNICAL 


DIVE INC 
http://www.diveincny.com 
e-mail:diveincny@aol.com 


TRADE SHOWS 


OUR WORLD UNDERWATER 
http://www.ourworldunderwater.com 
e-mail: info@ourworldunderwater.com 


TRAINING, 
CERTIFICATION 


DIVER’S UNLIMITED 
http://www.diversunlimited.com 
e-mail: dvrsunlm@bellsouth.net 
DIVING CAREER INSTITUTE AT HALL’S 
http://www. hallsdiving.com 
e-mail: hallsdive@aol.com 
FLORIDA DIVING INSTITUTE 
http://www.kamfdi.com 

e-mail: kamfdi@aol.com 

PDIC 

http://www.pdic-intl.com 
e-mail: info@pdic.com 


Advertise in Skin Diver's Internet Directory and see 
your listing on the web: www.skin-diver.com (see 
Travel, Directories, Internet). For more info call Vivian 
at (323) 782-2778 ¢ 12 issues: $505 


TRAVEL 


AGGRESSOR FLEET LTD. 
http://www.aggressor.com 

e-mail: divboat@aol.com 

ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS 
http://www.almondbeach.com 

e-mail: info@almondbeach.com 
AQUANAUTS GRENADA 
http://www.aquanautgrenada.com 
e-mail: aquanauts@caribsurf.com 
AUSTRALIA, TOURISM QUEENSLAND 
http://www. DestinationQueensland.com 
e-mail: queensland@qttclax.com 
BEACON HARBOR RESORT - CAYMAN BRAC 
http://www. beaconharbor.com 
e-mail: kkclark@ies.net 

BILIKIKI CRUISES SOLOMON ISLANDS 
http://www. bilikiki.com 

e-mail: bilikiki@horizon.bc.ca 

BIMINI UNDERSEA 

http://www. biminiundersea.com 
e-mail: info@biminiundersea.com 
BLACKBEARD’S CRUISES 
http://www. blackbeard-cruises.com 
e-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING 

http://www. bobsotosdiving.com.ky 
e-mail: bobsotos@candw.ky 

BONNE TERRE MINE - 

BILLION GALLON LAKE 
http://www.2dive.com 

e-mail: westend@postnet.com 

BON BINI DIVERS BONAIRE 
http://www.bonbinidivers.com 
e-mail: info@bonbinidivers.com 
BRAC CARIBBEAN BEACH VILLAGE 
http://www. brac-caribbean.com 
e-mail: info@bracarib@candw.ky 
BRAC REEF BEACH RESORT 
http://www.braclittle.com 

e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 
CARADONNA CARIBBEAN TOURS 
http://www.caradonna.com 

e-mail: sales@caradonna.com 

CARIB SANDS 

e-mail: caribsan@candw.ky 

CAYMAN CONDOS 
http://www.cicondos.com 

e-mail: cayman@cicondos.com 
CAYMAN DIVER LTD. 
http://www.caymandiver.ky 

e-mail: dfoster@candw.ky 

CAYMAN DIVING LODGE - EAST END 
http://www.caymandivelodge.com 
e-mail: divelodge@aol.com 

CHUB CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.chubcaydive.com 

CORAL ISLE DIVERS - BARBADOS 
http://www.caribnet.net/coral-isle 
e-mail: coralis@caribnet.net 

CORAL COAST CARIBE BEACH HOTEL 
http://www.coralhotels.com 

DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS 
http://www.dive-asiapacific.com 
e-mail: diveasia@diveres.com 








DIVE PARADISE 
http://www.diveparadise.com 
e-mail: info@diveparadise.com 
DISCOVER BONAIRE 
http://www.discoverbonaire.com 
e-mail: info@discoverbonaire.com 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC TOURISM 
e-mail: www.dominicana.com.do 
DON FOSTER’S DIVE CAYMAN 
http://www.donfosters.com 
e-mail: donfosters@cayman.org 
EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTRE 
e-mail: edenrock@candw.ky 
FANTASEA DIVERS - OCEAN ROVER DIVING 
CRUISES 

http://www. fantasea.net 

e-mail: info@fantasea.net 

FlJl ESCAPES TRAVEL 
http://www.fiji-islands.com/scuba.html 
e-mail: fiji@maui.net 

GALAPAGOS SUB AQUA 
http://www.galapagos_sub_aqua.com.ec 
e-mail: gsubaqua@diveres.com 
GARDEN ISLAND RESORT 
http://www.aquatrek.com 

e-mail: info@aquatrek.com 
HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS * BARBADOS 
http://www.gti.net/hightide 

e-mail: hightide@sunbeach.net 
INDIES SUITES/INDIES DIVER 
e-mail: indiessuites@world.att.net 
ISLAND DREAMS 
http://www.islandream.com 
e-mail: info@islandream.com 
JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FIJI ISLAND RESORT 
http://www.jmcfir.com 

e-mail: jmcfir@aol.com 

LA JOLLA COVE SUITES 
http://www.lajollacove.com 
e-mail: jackman@lajollacove.com 
LITTLE CAYMAN BEACH RESORT 
http://www.braclittle.com 

e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 
LOOKOUT LODGE DIVE RESORT 
http://www.lookoutlodge.com 
e-mail: mail@lookoutlodge.com 
MAUI DIVE SHOP 
http://www.mauidiveshop.com 
e-mail: info@mauidiveshop.com 
NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE 
http:/Awww.twofin.com/twofin/nassau.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
NEKTON DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.nektoncruises.com 
e-mail: info@nektoncruises.com 
PALAU PACIFIC RESORT 

e-mail: knishida@palaunet.com 
PETER HUGHES DIVING INC. 
http://www.peterhughes.com 
e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 
PUNTA CANA BEACH 
http://www.puntacana.com 
e-mail: www.puntacana.com/scubadiving 
RED SAIL SPORTS 
http://www.redsail.com 

e-mail: info@redsail.com 

REEF HOUSE RESORT 
http://www.reefhouseresort.com 
e-mail: reefdiving@aol.com 
RIDING ROCK INN 

e-mail: ridingrock@aol.com 


RUM POINT INN - BELIZE 

e-mail: rupel@btl.net 

SCUBA CLUB COZUMEL 
http:/Awww.scubaclubcozumel.com 
SCUBA NETWORK 
www.scubanetwork.com 

e-mail: info@scubanetwork.com 

SCUBA PASSPORT 
http://www.scubapassport.com 

e-mail: mail@scubapassport.com 

SEA FEVER DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.seafever.com 

e-mail: seafever@seafever.com 
SEALINK RESERVATIONS 
http://www.sealinkars.com 

e-mail: reservations@sealinkars.com 
SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE - BAHAMAS 
http://www.smallhope.com 

e-mail: shbinfo@smallhope.com 
SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB - LITTLE CAYMAN 
http://www.southerncrossclub.com 
e-mail: relax@southerncrossclub.com 
STELLA MARIS RESORT CLUB - BAHAMAS 
http://www.stellamarisresort.com 
e-mail: smrc@stellamarisresort.com 
STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 
http://www.stuartcove.com 

e-mail: info@stuartcove.com 

ST. VINCENT & THE GRENADINES 
http://www.scubasvg.com 

e-mail: scubasvg@aol.com 

SUNSET HOUSE 
http:/Awww.sunsethouse.com 

e-mail: sunset@candw.ky 

TONGA WHALE ENCOUNTERS 
http://www.geocites.com/tongawhales 
e-mail: tongawhales@hotmail.com 
TRIMARINE 
http://www.galapagosdiving.com 

e-mail: cuanlaw@caribsurf.com 
UNEXSO 

http://www.unexso.com 

WALKER’S CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 

YAP DIVERS & MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL 
http://www.mantaray.com 

e-mail: billacker@mantaray.com 


TRAVEL WHOLESALERS 


AQUA DREAMS TRAVEL 
http://www.aquadreams.com 

e-mail: info@aquadreams.com 
CARIBBEAN ADVENTURES/WORLDDIVE 
ADVENTURES 
http://www.worlddive.com 

e-mail: info@worlddive.com 


DIVE DISCOVERY 
http://www.divediscovery.com 
e-mail: info@divediscovery.com 
LANDFALL DIVE & ADVENTURE TRAVEL 
http://www.landfallproductions.com 
e-mail: Indfall@aol.com 

REEF & RAINFOREST WORLDWIDE 
ADV. TRAVEL 

http://www. reefrainforest.com 
e-mail: info@reefrainforest.com 
TROPICAL ADVENTURES 
http://www.divetropical.com 

e-mail: dive@divetropical.com 


The winner's nhta an the , 
cover of the December 2002. | 
Issue af Skin Diver | 
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Skin Diver's 
Second Annual 
Cover Shot Contest 
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Contest open to eae of all levels 
The editors of Skin Diver will : 
finalist image ;. These images will ll be p pos sted 
on Skin Bien Online by cee 1, 2002, and 
Skin Diver readers will help select the win- 
ner. Runner-up photos will be featured in the 
December 2002 issue. 


alent + five 


*For magazines mailed to subscribers only. Grand prize will 
include a first-time use payment of $800. Each submission 
becomes property of Skin Diver magazine (photos will not be 
retumed). Skin Diver is not responsible for last or damaged sub- 
missions. Entries submitted without entry fee will be disqualified. 
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Flexfit Baseball Caps 
with either Skin Diver logo or 
our exclusive S5Oth Anniversary logo 


Long/short sleeve Team Skin Diver Shirts 


Skin Diver Backpack 
The ultimate in Board Shorts for him/her 


Available in various colors 
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af AMPHIBICO 


Underwater Imaging Equipmes Diver Designed® | 











MARKETPLACE 





April 2002 - Diving the MAYAN 
CORRIDOR: Riviera Maya, Belize, Cozumel 
¢ HOT STUFF! 28 Top Gear Picks for the 
New Season « 10 Must-do Dives in the wv 
TURKS & CAICOS ¢ GETTIN’ THE BLUES — The Underwater Color 


You're Shooting For * Hooked on PALAU — Perfect Every Time © Diving Into 
Space « Florida’s Fish Hotels. 





it 


March 2002 — 50 Dives, 50 States — Quarries to canyons, the nation’s best 
dives ¢ THE STRONG ARM OF THE DOLLAR — Getting more depth for your 
dime in Thailand and Malaysia * THE MANY MOODS OF CAYMAN - 
Exclusive Cathy Church photo essay * Roatan Photo and Video Contest 
Winners * SPECIAL: Lickety-split! 11 FINS THAT KICK> 


February 2002 — DIVE SUITS GALORE. Neoprene and Nylon Never Looked 
So Good * FREE 2002 CALENDAR INSIDE! — Shot Exclusively in St. Vincent 
& the Grenadines * INDULGE YOURSELF! 5 Supremely Swanky Escapes 

¢ PARADISE AFLOAT! Skin Diver's Essential Guide to 136 Live-aboards 
Worldwide * SILENCE is GOLDEN — Rebreather Training in Belize 

¢ Desperately Seeking Inspiration - How Top Photographers Find It 

* Birostris Of Bora Bora. 


January 2002 — The BAY ISLANDS. Sheer walls, playful dolphins 
and... Salva Vida? * 5 Tips to Improve Your Night Photography * THE 
GREAT BARRIER REEF — A true wonder down under « KEY LARGO - A 
national diving treasure « To Live and Dive in Kwajalein * The Best Dang 
Buoyancy Around — A GUIDE TO BCs © Skin Diver's first annual Kona 
Classic Underwater Photography and Art Festival. 


December 2001 — Caribbean Encounters. 7 Islands: From MACRO to MR. 
BIG * 2001 EDITORIAL INDEX * Strobe Arm Kama Sutra — Positioning your 
strobes for photographic enlightenment ¢ Holiday Gear Guide « Adrift In The 
Isles Of Spice. 







November 2001 — Cool Pools of the Sunshine State » Yee Haw! Aruba’s 
SKX7 7 9 ; SKX781 ; Wreck Rodeo ¢ Royal Reefs — Diving Jordan * Dive and Don’t Get Wet — 
Pressure Vented Strap Double locking clasp with extender. Drysut Techniques + Gear Bag Roundup! « BONUS Pacific Diver inside 
D q . * Curacao in the bI0od *¢ Birds, Bals, Jurties an ays ayman 
with Stainless Steel Case. Stainless Steel Case and Bracelet. SAS rbnslig BEE e cee 
Black Dial. Orange Dial. October 2001 - Dive Atlas of the WORLD * BONUS Southern Diver inside 






¢ 6 Little Dive Lights with a Big Punch * The Glamorous Life...Become 

an Instructor - Dive and Get Paid * Western Shores of the Americas - Cocos, 
Socorros and Galapagos « Bathed In Civilization - diving 

the BVI’s * Hawaii 7-0 © Far & Away In Fiji. 


One way rotating elapsed timing bezel * Screwdown locking crown * Luminous 
hands and markers ¢ 21-jewel self-winding * Day/Date English/Spanish calendar 


EXCLUSIVELY 
THROUGH DIVEWATCHES.COM 


Buy Online at http:www.DiveWatches.com 
~ or call toll-free: 1-800-572-8263 


Factory Authorized Dealer. Three year Seiko U.S. Warranty. 
Fast, FREE Shipping.PADI Divemaster on Staff for your Dive questions. 







September 2001 - New Shark Dive - Cayman Gets Teeth!; 8 Must-Have Dive 
Computers; The Future of Video-See Inside...; 700 Islands of Adventure - Our 
Guide to THE BAHAMAS; AROUND THE WORLD WITH STEVE, PART 2 - 
Visiting the Gray Gods of TIKI; THE BERMUDA FILES - Diving Wrecks for 
Clues; WHEN 1,000 WORDS ARE NOT ENOUGH - How to Create Stories 
with Your Photos. 







August 2001 - Diving The RING OF FIRE. Incredible Volcanic Islands of the 
Pacific - Hawaii, Indonesia, Borneo and more; Discover LITTLE CAYMAN’s 
Creatures Of The Sand; Diving All Night In Bonaire; INSIDE! Shoot Like A Pro 
- Advanced Photo Gear; Plus Special Insert - Southern Diver; 

WYLAND’S NEW COLUMN! Blue Adventures For Kids, 


July 2001 - PHOTO ANNUAL collectors edition 2001 


June 2001 - The Complete Guide to Buying Your FIRST U/W CAMERA; CAST 
AWAY - in the Untamed Paradise of Western Micronesia; TALES FROM THE 
WALL SIDE - Turks and Caicos; CAYMAN EXTREME - Tekking it to the Limit: 
THE OLD NAVY SHAKEDOWN - Searching for a 

Sweet Spot in the Florida Keys; Bonus 32-Page Section: Pacific Diver AND 
Pacific Dive Guide!. 


May 2001 - BIG ANIMAL ENCOUNTERS - Humpbacks, Orcas, Great Whites, 
Manatees, Dolphins, Manta Rays; TAMING the Bouyancy BEAST; SEDUCED 
BY THE VIRGINS - The Ultimate USVI Dive Guide; MASTERCLASS - Eat 
Photo, Sleep Photo, Dive Photo; SPECIAL: Breathe Easy - 25 Low-Profile, 
Compact Regs. 





April 2001 - Family Diving - Grab the kids and go!; Temples Above and Below 
- The Treasures of Belize and the Red Sea; Underwater Dreamscape - The 
Solomon Islands ; 9 1/2 Weeks of Furballs and Fish on Bonaire; BONUS: 
SPECIAL 16-Page Equipment Guide INSIDE!. 


March 2001 - THAT SINKING FEELING - NEW WRECKS TO EXPLORE - 
Bahamas, Cozumel, California;Forbidden & Mysterious - Diving Cuba!: 
EXCLUSIVE! David Doubilet Photo Essay; Ditch Your Tank - Snorkeling 
Techniques. 

February 2001 - Romantic Getaways Tahiti, St, Lucia, Hawaii, Belize FREE 
Southern Diver Edition Inside!; start shooting! video gear primer; discovering 


the glory of galapagos; inside the art and mind of wyland; a pictorial dive 
guide of the cayman islands. 


Call for a free complete list 


Magazines Just $4199 each 


Plus Shipping Charges: 
US...$2.50 each, 
Canada. and Foreign - Call for price 


Same Day Order Processing! 


For Back Issues Only: 


800-429-0106 


863-683-8807 
Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:30AM - 5PM (EST) 
e-mail: back_issues@acsdirect.net 


DIRECT 





With your help, The Nature Conservancy can save the Last 
Great Places close to your heart and home and around the 
world. Visit nature.org or call 1-888-2 JOIN TNC 
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There's more than one way to catch a fish 


SEA & SEA LIGHT & MOTION GATES BAJA SEA &SEA 
NX100 PRO TETRA HOUSING MX-10 
is i —— 










Great starter underwater 
camera. 
Motor Marine {l-EX 


Especially designed for 
Sony PC110 or PC 100 
Camcorders. Available with 


Designed for the Nikon F100 
SLR camera. Operational up to 
250 feet. Housings also 


Accommodates the 
Olympus C-2020, C-2040, 
C-3000, C-3030, C4040 














available for Nikon F5, Nikon and C-3040 Zoom LCD screen open or closed. also available. 
N-80 & Canon Rebel 2000. digital cameras. 
LIGHT & MOTION AMPHIBICO SEALIFE, AMPHIBICO 
MAKO PC-110 VH2000 REEFMASTER _NAVIGATOR 900 










7% 
ond 











Especially designed for 
Sony TRV900. Available for 
most Sony Hi-8, Digital 8 
& Mini DV Camcorders. 
Electronic controls. 


Designed for Sony 3 Chip — Point & Shoot simplicity. 
VX2000 Camera. Electronic Operational up to 160 feet. 
controls. Lighting & monitor Strobe & accessory lenses 

available. available. 


Especially designed for Sony 
PC100 or PC110 Camcorders. 
Operational to 330 feet. 
Infrared controls. 













We have the largest selection of 
underwater cameras, housings and 
accessories on the East Coast! 
AUTHORIZED CANON & SONY DEALER 














www.Berger-Bros.com 
209 Broadway / Route 110 Amityville, New York 11701 
800-262-4160 (NY) 631-264-4160 Fax: 631-264-1007 

TAKE NOTHING BUT PICTURES , LEAVE NOTHING BUT BUBBLES 






Skin Div y a6 
Second Annual 
Cover Shot Contest 


Katherine Smith dreamed of seeing 


in D |. ; ay a 
F: arst piece are lt 
Cower Comesit 
Hiiimmer — 


farherme amin 


her image on the cover of Skin Diver... 


Her dream came true...are you next? edie 


Shoepiae Liver 
zirtiz Serez: 
reiting oO ureet. 


t 1, 2002, and Skin Dive 


NNN) ; ; 
2002 issue. 


Online by Auqu 


be featured in the Decembe 


images will be posted on Skin Diver 


ner. Runner-up photos will 


*For magazines mailed to subscribers only. Grand prize will include a first-time use payment of $800. Each submission 
becomes property of Skin Diver magazine (photos will not be returned). Skin Diver is not responsible for lost or dam- 
aged submissions. Entries submitted without entry fee will be disqualified. 
















YOUR #1 VIDEO 
HOUSING RESOURCE 


LIGHT & MOTION |B AMPHIBICO 
TETRA 


NAVIGATOR 900 


Allows the LCD 
screen to be 


ed 
ndervater 







For Olympus Digital Still Series Housing for the TRV900 


GATES BAJA | LIGHT & MOTION 
HOUSING MAKO 


797Vi1dliwav wW 
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For the Sony DCR PC 110 
Low Package Price with Camera 










For Sony PC-110 
works with flipout screen 







Fits 
i SONY DCRVX 2000 
SONY DSRPD150 


. INSTOCK 












Rated 30 feet FOR THE CANON OPTURA 
AMPHIBICO GATES 
rie BUDDY GUPPY 

sa. ca 





cone and 
Camera. 
Call Today! 







Sony 
DCRTRV 
130 
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MAKERS OF THE MOST 
VERSATILE, LIGHTEST WEIGHT, & | 
MOST FLEXIBLE ALUMINUM ARMS) 

ON THE MARKET 


NEW PIVOT FORTHE | 
TETRA DIGITAL HOUSING 


Horizontal to vertical & back — 
with the push of a lever 


Adapters for video & camera 
housings, Nikonos, RS, 


aan Aci hace lele(e(-s-maslag Poggi 
and all strobes & video lights 







A The Only Arms aN 
LY With An O-ring 
: In The Ball 
For Ease of Use 


How to look even though your equipment 
is cumbersome and clunky, and your hair is a mess? 
Simple...wear a dive goddess skin. 


High-Quality, Visually Distinctive Active-wear for Serious 
Divers Who Don’t Take Themselves Too Seriously. 


dive goddess” 


Phone: @ Fax: 


Web Catalog: www.divegoddess.com ® E-mail: sue@divegoddess.com 


For product information: 
Ph: (805)984-9104, Fax: (805)984-3008 





WWw.skin-diver.com 
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» Get the Urge 


oe @to Cihaene with" 





2 on 

over 50 

radio 

stations 

throughout 

US and au 
worldwide 

over the 

Internet! 


ws The Worlds First Radio Show 


eet od 
a 


s, Devoted to Diving 


»* WWWSCUBARADIOGOM 


Join “Greg The Divemaster" 


4 for the absolute latest 
7 diving news and 


q information. 
Call in to participate in 


discussions about dive sites, 
new gear, liveaboards, 
shark diving, and more. 
Plus you'll hear interviews 
with diving legends and have 
the opportunity to win lots of 
cool dive related prizes! 


@ ° It's brought to 


I@. @ you by: 


Listen live every Saturday 
from 3-5pm EST or to 
archives of past shows 

worldwide over the Internet. 





BoxInc FOR 
TRUE DIVE TALES: 
Smart, funny, tall, wet and 


unbelievably available in 600 | 


+ words or less. E-mail ite 
| skin-diver.com oF snail-mall 10 
6420 Wilshire Bivd., Los 
Angeles, CA 90048 and if 
chosen, receive $50, your 
name in print and everlasting & 
fame and Rae ene 
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S22 Wort 
Dive Center, Lne. 


DIVE KEY LARGO 
10,DIVES FOR | 





Why pay more for dive gear? 
Call us first! 


Quiet » Uncrowded ‘Unique 
silent World caters to all 
levels of divers, running small, 
personalized charters. We even 
offer snorkeling and SNUBA in the 
Marine Sanctuary for your 
non-diving family and friends. 


1-BOO-966-DIVE 


P.0.B. 2363 ¢ Key Largo ¢ Florida 33037 
305-451-3252 
Email: info@silentworldkeylargo.com 
www.silentworldkeylargo.com 





Afoe-\e\Vaaicronla 
Skin Diver's 
MARKETPLACE, 
please call 


323-782-2760 


FREE EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 


CALL THE NIKONOS PROFESSIONAL! 
is HOTLINE is just for you, staffed 10 AM-7PM 
(Central wine iMoniiy thru Friday, to answer any Nikonos questions or 
help you and your Nikonos out of an EMERGENCY. 
From ARIE | in the world. Our assistance is always FREE... 


is Bob Warkentin’s 
| SOUTHERN NIKONOS 
| SERVICE CENTER, INC. 
9459 Kempwood 
Houston, Texas 77080 
(713) 462-5436 
Fax: (713) 462-5449 
? e-mail: A 
nikonosrepair 
@aol.com 
Your Nikonos ain't just 
a land camera, it’s DIVE 


* SOUTHERN NIKONOS services & repairs 
ALL Nikonos Products (old or new). 

* Over 200,000 Nikonos parts in inventory! 
« 2-3 work day turn-around! 


“Human Mistake” Education 


Read the Nikonos Workshop Articles 
WWW. SOUTHERN-NIKONOS.COM 


“When it’s time to service 
your regulator, it’s time to 
service your Nikonos!!” 





EQUIPMENT! So remember, 
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HOT Macro 


FILM 












20mm f2.8 dome — "70-180 Macro Zoom 













www.UsaNexus.com 


OLYMPUS »¢ Digital 


2020 * 2030 * 3030 * 3040 ° 4040 

Accessories: Strobes, Lenses, 
Batteries, 10 & 20 Gig HD Portable 
Digital Album for all media. 


Nexus For your Dealers 





USA Nexus the Distributor 
Factory Service Center 


858-455-0873 





Inon 100 wide lens 






% I % Sales 
Ar ¢ Photo Trips 
Repairs 


AS vy av \ Housing Packages 


bvidiving.com 
Accessories” Las 
galapagosdiving.com 


800-648-3393 


. WE'VE GONE CARIBBEAN! 
F Underwater Photo-Tech Caribbean 
§99-9-562-9774 * Fax 599-9-747-2963 
E-mail: swphotocarib @atiglobat. net 


© SD/AD 0201 


One Call Gives You 
: COMPLETE SERVICE FOR ALL YOUR 
> UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHIC NEEDS! 


Underwater Photo-Tech USA 
www.uwphoto.com 
603-432-1907 © Fax 603-432-4702 
E-mail: sales @uwphote.com 


Skin Diver 


THE LATEST ¥ 
IN VIDEO 
EQUIPMENT! 





ARV right « vs 





a cian iui geste hoi Mg ca 


www.skin-diver.cc 





Planning a dive? 

Hosting an event? 

Having a party? 

Who is your latest and greatest speaker? 
When and where is your next meeting? 


Send us your Dive Club News 





Send all news to Skin Diver Magazine, c/o Dive Club News, 


6420 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90048. E-mail: allenr@primediacmmg.com 
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Every day, divers are humbled by the sheer exhilaration of encountering marine life. From curious 


Calico Bass and playful dolphins, to sieek sharks and heart-stopping Humpback Whales—to be in their 








ONE OF MY MORE MEMORABLE ENCOUNTERS 
was with a Goosefish, or Angler, on the wreck 
of the Tarantula. These bottomdwellers are 
commonly found near sunken ships that have 
been transformed into living reefs by popula- 
tions of sea anemones, hydroids and mussels— 
a Goosefish’s potential lunch. Although a 
Goosefish (Lophias americanus) can easily cam- 
ouflage its broad, flat body by lying partially 
buried in the sand, leaving little to be noticed 
by passersby, a diver can occasionally spot a 
Goosefish’s saucer-like eyes poking from 
beneath their hideaway. 

Knowing that the 7arantula was popular for 
spying artifacts and big lobster, I scanned the sandy bot- 
tom. Sure enough, lying in 120 feet of water off the 
southern coast of Long Island, I found a 4-foot-long 








Goosefish not 20 feet from the anchorline. It must have 
just settled down, because there was no sand on top of it. 
Swimming slowly and dropping low to the bottom, I 
made my approach from the side. (Note: Never come 
charging at them from the front; occasionally they charge 
right back and are not afraid to defend their turf) This 
Goosefish was definitely not sociable. It immediately 
rose from the bottom, turned in my direction, as if to say, 


midst is the “stuff” of diving. So, each month, Skin Diver guest writers will relive their unique moments 


under the sea, leaving us at the edge of our seats and aching to get back in the water. 


You want some of this? I instantly began an uneasy 
breathing cycle. 

Having both hands full of photo gear and only about 5 
feet between us, I wondered how my insurance claim 
would go over if I claimed “loss by ingestion.” A couple 
of feet later, it stopped abruptly and opened its mouth 
wide—about 3 feet wide—then turned to the left, con- 
tinuously circling in front of me. Although, it looked 
very strange—like a kite on a string. Turns out the rea- 
son for its rotten mood and circular flight pattern was a 
hook caught in the back of its throat. A piece of monofil- 
ament line ran from its mouth and effectively tied the 
animal to the wreck. 

I shot off a few frames (yeah, I know...but when opportu- 
nity knocks...). And after two or three passes, it was time to 
do the right thing and cut it free. I cut the line at a safe dis- 
tance, and once free, the Goosefish slowly swam away. 

However, there was a small problem. 
More than one hook happened to be 
attached to the line! That one had just 





attached to the arm of my drysuit. In sole possession of a 
living, angry propulsion unit and with a new vent hole for 
the suit, it was time for a little quick action. Fortunately, 
she ignored the drag created by pulling me through the 
water. It only took a few seconds, but it felt like forever. 
Cutting the second hook free allowed the animal to swim 
unhindered. The Goosefish headed south, while I retreat- 
ed to the boat to repair my suit. ** —-sy pETE NAWROCKY 
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Two Worlds... 



















LAND<: SEA’ 


Digital Underwater Camera System | 
200 ft/60m | 


Relax and enjoy. 

Shoot, view, keep or delete, 

with the One-Button Operation. 

Never have a bad picture again. 

Land & Sea exposure programs. 
Expandable with all SeaLife’ accessories. 


Buy Oy 7 





Send family and friends e-mails instead of postcards. 


The SeaLife ReefMaster Digital will revolutionize underwater photography. 





SN ReefMaster’ 


DUKGIsIPAI= 


From film to digital, easy to use and even easier to expand! — “Suggested retail price WAV VAN VAX ots hictekors aals) ac herelan| 
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SportDiver” ReefMaster°RC ReefMaster°RC PRO ReefMaster Digital ReefMaster? DC PRO 
100 ft - $99.95" 165 ft - $189* 165 ft - $419* 200 ft - $549° 200 ft - $779" 
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